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Jamie Rayford

Executive Director

[Name 3]

[Job Title]

Mollie Hill

Early Learning Initiatives
Manager

Danell Hetrick

Operations & Analysis
Manager



Stakeholder Engagement Report Highlights

Families Providers Opportunities

● Gaps in access

● Long waitlists

● Limited infant/toddler 

capacity

● Lack of services for 

non-traditional hours

● Significant operational 

strain and administrative 

burdens

● Confusing, fragmented 

systems

● Limited focus on quality

● Shared services 

● Modernized tools and data

● High-quality classroom 

supports

● Partnerships to advance 

local strategies



Drive innovation
in the field to 
advance best 

practices

Solve collective 
problems to 

improve operational 
excellence and 

system performance

Leverage data
and insights to 

strengthen statewide 
systems and policy

The Center for Early Learning Solutions at Forward Arkansas strengthens the early 
learning system by identifying, implementing, and elevating best practices, in close 

partnership with stakeholders across the sector.

PURPOSE & APPROACHES









EARLY CHILDHOOD GOVERNANCE AND 
FINANCE PROJECT (ECGFP)





TECH-ENABLED SOLUTIONS PILOT





Jamie Rayford
Executive Director

jrayford@forwardarkansas.org



Danell Hetrick
Early Learning Initiatives Manager

dhetrick@forwardarkansas.org



Mollie Hill
Early Learning Initiatives Manager

mhill@forwardarkansas.org


