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Agenda

• Recall: The Arkansas State Broadband Office

• Grant Programs

• Current State of Connectivity

• Transparency & Communication

• Q&A
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Did you know?
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From 2020-2030, over 400,000 homes 
and businesses, representing more than 
1 million Arkansans, will gain access to 
modern broadband speeds for the first 
time. 
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Recall

The Arkansas State 
Broadband Office 
(ARConnect) was 
established in 2019 and 
has awarded over 
$800MM in grants, to date. 

Eight full-time staff positions – all federally funded 

Established in 2019

Awarded $826MM
298 projects covering 205,000 homes and businesses

Covering 124,000 homes and businesses

167 Projects Completed



Grant Programs
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Did you know?
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The Arkansas BEAD Program represents 
the single largest investment in 
broadband infrastructure in the state’s 
history.



BEAD Program Results: Highly Competitive
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77,514

$299.6M

$3,865



BEAD Immediate Timeline*

*Tentative and subject to change. Not all activities are necessarily listed in the table.

Activity/Milestone Target Date(s)

U.S. Department of Commerce Review: NTIA & NIST Complete

Arkansas Legislative Council (ALC) Appropriation Approval Complete

Execute Grant Agreements
• Prospective subgrantees must meet all grant agreement requirements

Complete

Complete Project Environmental/NHP Review Q4 2026 / Q1 2027 (Estimate)

Construction Can Begin Q4 2026 / Q1 2027 (Estimate)



• Earlier this month, NTIA released a new policy notice to include additional 
locations in BEAD

• Goal of connecting those locations missed by past federal programs or new 
to the map
• Locations defaulted through previous federal programs like RDOF
• Locations added to the FCC Fabric Data after BEAD cutoff
• Locations removed during the BEAD Challenge Process that were never built to (i.e., 

where providers supplied evidence of planned builds which did not occur)

• Funding for this round comes from remaining BEAD funds
• Expect between 12,000 – 16,000 additional locations
• NTIA-mandated cost cap of $46,000,000 – $61,000,000 

Additional BEAD Guidance
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Current State of Connectivity
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Current State of Connectivity

Total Locations in Arkansas

Homes, businesses, and community anchor institutions

~1,360,000
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Transparency 
& Communication
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Pathways and Stakeholders
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Q&A
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broadband.arkansas.gov
broadband@arkansas.gov

@ARConnectASBO
(501) 683-6000
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