
EXHIBIT B



ABO UT  US



MILL CREEK MOUNTAIN IS NOT SUITABLE FOR A 
BUILD OF THIS SCALE. 

THERE ARE OTHER LOCATIONS FAR MORE SUITABLE 
THAT WOULD COST THE TAXPAYER A LOT LESS MONEY. 

THE WAY OUR GOVERNMENT OVERLOOKED US 
DURING THIS PROCESS IS NOT OK. IF THEY WILL DO 
IT TO US, THEY WILL DO IT TO ANYONE. 

OUR ARGUMENTS



SPECIF I C  CRITERIA FO R A PRISO N SI T E



THE LA ND

MILL CREEK MOUNTAIN IS NOT A 
SUITABLE LOCATION FOR A BUILD 

OF THIS SCALE! 



ENVIRONMENTAL AND SITE SUITABILITY CONCERNS

THE LAND IS CHARACTERIZED BY KARST TOPOGRAPHY, 
LEADING TO HIGH EXCAVATION COSTS AND 
POTENTIAL STRUCTURAL ISSUES.

SENSITIVE ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS, INCLUDING 
WATERSHED/WATER TABLE ISSUES AND ENDANGERED 
SPECIES, WHICH COULD COMPLICATE CONSTRUCTION 
AND INCREASE COSTS.

THE LOCAL AQUIFER'S LIMITED CAPACITY, WHICH MAY 
NOT SUPPORT THE PRISON'S WATER NEEDS, 
ESPECIALLY DURING DROUGHT CONDITIONS.

T HE LAND



T HE LAND

informally discussed with a soil & excavation 
expert about the site and he saw no major cause for 

-

Arkansas Department of Corrections. (n.d.). Site assessment for proposed correctional facility. Retrieved November 
30, 2024, from https://doc.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/DOC-Site-Assessment-1.pdf



THIS VISUAL SHOWS LESS THAN HALF 
OF RESIDENTS (~600) LIVING WITHIN 
A FIVE MILE RADIUS OF THE 
PROPOSED PRISON. THIS IS NOT AN 
EXHAUSTIVE LIST. NONE OF THESE 
VOTERS WANT THIS PRISON NEAR 
THEIR HOMES, FOR MANY REASONS.  

PROXIMITY TO PRIVATE 
LAND



COMMUTE CO NCERNS

M INI MU M  30 - M INUTE  COM M U T E

P OOR  ROAD  C OND IT I ONS AND  LO NG T RAV EL 
T I MES  DET ER  P OTENTIA L EM PLOY EES  AND  
I NC R EASE  V EH I CL E  W EAR  AN D T EAR .

LONGE R COM M U TES  AR E  A  FAC TOR IN  H I GHER  
T UR N OV ER  R ATES I N  AN  AL R EA DY  H ARD TO F IL L  
C AR EER  F I ELD. 



Greenwood 40 
min. 

Ozark 30 
minutes 
from the 

ramp.  
Mulberry 40 min.

Booneville 35 min. Charleston 18. 
min.

Ozark City 25 min. 

Lavaca 25 
min. 

Alma 50 min. 

Van Buren 45 
min. 



TOTAL POPULATION 
FOR CITIES WITHIN 
35 MIN DRIVE TIME 
(REASONABLE 
COMMUTE) = 30,800
THE CITIES WITH THE 
LARGEST 
POPULATIONS ARE 
AN APPROX 50 
MINUTE COMMUTE 
(AT A MINIMUM)



https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2021/acs/acs-47.pdf



CITY POPULATION
BARLING 5,356
GREENWOOD 9,397
PARIS 3,407
OZARK 3,587
BOONEVILLE 3,825
TOTAL: 25,569

THE LABOR POOL WITHIN A 35-MINUTE 
COMMUTE IS APPROXIMATELY 79.5% 
SMALLER COMPARED TO THE LABOR 
POOL WITHIN A 50-MINUTE COMMUTE. 
THIS SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE 
HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF 
CHOOSING A LABOR POOL CLOSER TO 
THE LARGER COMMUNITIES.



2. 8% UNEM PLOYM ENT RATE ,  A MO NG T HE 
LOWEST  IN THE  STATE ,  L IMITS  THE  LOCAL LABOR 
P OOL,  M AK ING IT DIF FICULT TO STAFF T HE  
FACIL IT Y.  

T HE  NORTHW EST  ARKA NSAS COUN CIL JUST  
RELEAS ED ITS  WOR KFORCE M ETRIC,  BOASTI NG 
TH AT 75.1% O F ITS  WO RKFOR CE HAS A  
COMM UTE O F F EWER  THAN TH I RTY M I NUTES.

T HE  REQ UI RED  IN VEST ME NT S BY  LOCAL  
COMM UNI TIES SH OULD  B E STRATEG ICA LLY 
CENTRALIZE D TO EQUITAB LY DI STR IBUTE  THE  
UNAVOIDABLE B URDEN TO TAXPAYE RS.  

LAB O R A ND WORK FO RCE  CO NCERN S



CURRENTLY, THE DOC HAS 950 VACANT POSITIONS FOR FRONT-
LINE CORRECTIONS OFFICERS AND 120 OTHER VACANT STAFF 
POSITIONS AT STATE PRISONS AND COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS 
UNITS 

THIS 600K SQUARE FOOT FACILITY WITH 1,626 BEDS WAS 
COMPLETED IN 2021 AT A COST OF $310MM

THIS 257K SQ FT FACILITY WITH 832 BEDS WAS COMPLETED 
IN 2016 AT A COST OF $165 MM

STAFFING & BUDGET CONCERNS

THE PRISON IN FRANKLIN COUNTY WILL 
COST A BILLION DOLLARS OR MORE. 



INFRASTR UCT URE L IMITATIO NS

EXISTING  INFRASTRUCTURE FOR EMERGENCY SUPPORT 
NEAR MILL CREEK MOUNTAIN. 

Vesta Fire Department



THE COMMUNITY

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
DOES NOT WANT THIS 

PRISON 



RELOCATING THE SITE TO A MORE 
PRACTICAL, CENTRALLY LOCATED 
AREA WITH EXISTING EMERGENCY 
SERVICES AND IMPROVED 
COMMUTER ACCESS WOULD 

OVERALL BUDGETARY OBLIGATIONS 
COMPARED TO THE CURRENT SITE. 

SOLUTIONS
ADDITIONALLY, IT WOULD ENABLE 
FUTURE INVESTMENTS TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED MORE EQUITABLY 
AMONG THE AFFECTED SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS AND COMMUNITIES, 
PREVENTING ANY ONE LOCATION 
FROM SHOULDERING A 
DISPROPORTIONATE SHARE OF THE 
BURDEN.







REDIRECTING THE NEARLY $3 
MILLION ALREADY INVESTED IN THE 
VESTA PROPERTY TOWARD A MORE 
SUITABLE PROJECT OR SELLING IT 
BACK TO AN ENTITY OR PRIVATE 
LANDOWNERS WOULD REPRESENT 
A MORE RESPONSIBLE USE OF 
TAXPAYER DOLLARS. 

OUR TAX DOLLARS SHOULD WORK FOR US

FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE, ALL 
OPTIONS SHOULD REMAIN ON THE 
TABLE. IF THE STATE INSISTS ON 
PURSUING LARGE-SCALE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, THE BENEFITS AND 
BURDENS SHOULD BE EQUITABLY 
SHARED AMONG ALL AFFECTED 
COMMUNITIES.



COMPARISON SITE:

A RETAIL DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHWEST ARKANSAS WITH SIMILAR SOIL 

COMPOSITION, BEDROCK CHALLENGES, AND TOPOGRAPHY SERVES AS A 

REFERENCE POINT.

UNDERCUT AND BUILD-UP METHOD: EXCAVATION AND FILL WERE USED 

INSTEAD OF BLASTING TO MANAGE COSTS. DIRT VOLUME MOVED: 

300,000 CUBIC YARDS TOTAL, 100,000 CUBIC YARDS REMOVED ONSITE 

AND 200,000 CUBIC YARDS BROUGHT IN.

UPON ENCOUNTERING LARGE SCALE ROCK COMPOSITION, ONSITE DIRT 

REMOVAL INCREASES TO A COST OF $225 PER CUBIC YARD ON AVERAGE 

IN THIS REGION.

OUR TAX DOLLARS SHOULD WORK FOR US



COST BREAKDOWN:

ONSITE REMOVAL: ~$18 PER CUBIC YARD.

IMPORTED FILL: ~$6 PER CUBIC YARD.

TOTAL COST FOR 15-ACRE SITE: DIRT WORK 

ALONE COSTS OVER $3 MILLION.

PROJECTED COST FOR PRISON SITE: IF 60% OF 

THE PRISON SITE REQUIRES SIMILAR 

PREPARATION, DIRT WORK COSTS ARE 

ESTIMATED TO EXCEED $100 MILLION. AT 

$225/CU YD, THIS ESTIMATE COULD EASILY 

INCREASE ANOTHER $45 MILLION.



LACK OF GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY

FALSE ASSURANCES: DURING SUBCOMMITTEE 
HEARINGS, STATE OFFICIALS CLAIMED NO SITE HAD 
BEEN SELECTED, DESPITE THE LOCATION BEING 
UNDER CONTRACT AT THE TIME.

DISMISSAL OF CONCERNS: RESIDENTS WERE TOLD 

LEGITIMATE OBJECTIONS AND LOCAL OPPOSITION.

OPAQUE BUDGETING: NO DETAILED BREAKDOWN 
OF THE $470 MILLION PROJECT ESTIMATE WAS 
PROVIDED, RAISING CONCERNS ABOUT FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY.

UNADDRESSED INFRASTRUCTURE AND WORKFORCE 
ISSUES: KEY LOGISTICAL AND ECONOMIC 
CHALLENGES WERE NOT OPENLY DISCUSSED OR 
EVALUATED WITH STAKEHOLDERS.



SOME THINGS ARE WORTH FIGHTING FOR, AND MILL CREEK MOUNTAIN, ALONG WITH 
THE COMMUNITIES THAT SURROUND IT, ARE CERTAINLY AMONG THOSE THINGS. FOR 

HISTORY, OUR HERITAGE, AND OUR WAY OF LIFE. WE KNOW OUR PLEA MAY SEEM SMALL 
COMPARED TO THE PRIORITIES OF THE STATE, BUT WE ASK YOU TO PAUSE FOR JUST A 
MOMENT. PICTURE THE THINGS IN YOUR LIFE THAT YOU HOLD MOST SACRED, THE 
PARTS OF YOUR WORLD THAT GIVE IT MEANING, BEING TRANSFORMED INTO 
SOMETHING YOU NEITHER CHOSE NOR WANTED, AND HAVING NO VOICE IN THE 
DECISION. JUST FOR A MOMENT, WE ASK YOU TO SEE THIS THROUGH OUR EYES.

A WAY OF LIFE WILL BE FOREVER CHANGED













R E M E M B E R  T H E  F A C T S
T H E  P R O P O S E D  P R I S O N  I N  F R A N K L I N  C O U N T Y  A F F E C T S  

A L L A R K A N S A N S

THIS PRISON IS ALREADY 
OVER BUDGET.
IT WILL CREATE A 
SUBSTANTIAL COST TO 
TAXPAYERS ACROSS THE 
STATE
THERE ARE MORE SUITABLE 
LOCATIONS FOR A PROJECT 
THIS SIZE
MILL CREEK 
MOUNTAIN IS NOT A 
SUITABLE LOCATION

BASED ON COSTS FOR 
SIMILAR BUILD SITES IN 
OTHER PARTS OF ARKANSAS, 
THE DIRT WORK ALONE WILL 
COST $100,000,000

WELL WATER SUPPLY IS AT RISK 
OF CONTAMINATION OR 
DEPLETION FROM EXPLOSIVE 
ACTIVITY DURING PRISON 
CONSTRUCTION.
WE NEED TO PROTECT 
UNDERGROUND WATER 
SOURCES FOR SUSTAINABILITY.
WE MUST SAFEGUARD OUR 
WATER RESOURCES TO 
SUPPORT AGRICULTURE, 
MANUFACTURING, HOUSING, 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT.

THERE ARE PROPERTIES 
ALREADY OWNED BY 
THE STATE ON LAND 
THAT IS FAR MORE 
COST-EFFECTIVE AND 
SUITABLE FOR A LARGE-
SCALE INDUSTRIAL 
BUILD IN AREAS WITH 
FAR BETTER 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 
THE BUILDING AND 
WORKFORCE NEEDS OF 
THE RIVER VALLEY

YES, THIS IS ONE 
HUNDRED MILLION 
DOLLARS JUST FOR 
THE DIRT WORK. 





THANK YOU
Dale 

Bumpers


