
July 16, 2026 

Joint Committee on Energy 

Senator Mark Johnson, Co-Chair 

Representative Matthew J. Shepherd, Co-Chair 

Senator Johnson and Representative Shepherd: 

This report is submitted by the Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment (“E&E”) regarding Act 707 

of 2025, originally enacted as House Bill 1572 of the 95th General Assembly. Act 707 directed E&E to engage 

an outside consulting firm to conduct a technical feasibility study on implementing new nuclear energy 

generation in Arkansas upon receipt of funding, and to deliver a written report on that study by July 16, 2026. 

As of the date of this report, the Act was not funded as contemplated by the Act. Because the obligation to 

engage a consulting firm under Section 1(a) of Act 707 was expressly conditioned on the Act being funded, 

the sixty-day period to engage an outside consultant has not commenced, and thus E&E did not engage a 

consulting firm.  

After the conclusion of the 2025 Regular Session, E&E was notified that the Joint Committee on Energy, 

through the Bureau of Legislative Research, engaged a contractor to conduct the study contemplated by Act 

707 of 2025. E&E has participated in the study when requested. 

This letter is intended to satisfy the reporting requirement of Act 707 of 2025. Thank you for your time and 

attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Shane E. Khoury 

Secretary  

cc: The Honorable Sarah Huckabee Sanders, Governor 

The Honorable Bart Hester, President Pro Tempore of the Senate 

The Honorable Blake Johnson, Majority Leader of the Senate 

The Honorable Greg Leding, Minority Leader of the Senate 

The Honorable Brian S. Evans, Speaker of the House of Representatives 

The Honorable Howard M. Beaty, Jr., Majority Leader of the House of Representatives 

The Honorable Andrew Collins, Minority Leader of the House of Representatives 
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