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What is ACRE?

An Arkansas-focused, privately funded, 
research center in the College of Business at 
UCA. We were founded in 2014.

ACRE promotes solutions that respect the 
personal and economic freedoms of individuals 
because protecting and expanding these 
freedoms has a proven record of improving 
people’s lives.

My views and opinions are my own and do not 
represent the University of Central Arkansas. uca.edu/acre



What I’ll be talking about today

1) Seizures per year

2) Size of currency seizures

3) Currency seizures

4) Non-currency seizures

Note: Data comes from Freedom of Information Act requests from 
the Asset Seizure Tracking System, Office of the Arkansas Drug 
Director. Example of the report at the end. 



Seizures per year, total, Jan 2010 – August 

2020
2020 data is incomplete but 
is similar to 2019 
(additional slides for context 
are at the end, but 2020 is 
not unusually low).

Arkansas has averaged 
about 1400 seizures per 
year since 2010. That’s 
about 4 per day. 



Size of currency seizures: Mostly small 

amounts

Currency is adjusted for 
inflation to 2020 dollars. 

Median seizure: $1,045

24% are less than $500

48% are less than $1,000

74% are less than $2,500

Few are huge sums

– 17 over $500,000 

– 5 over $1 million



Currency seizures, total (in millions), Jan 2010 – Aug 
2020

Over $68 million since Jan 
2010 (adjusted for inflation 
is $75 million).

Average of $6.5 million per 
year (adjusted for inflation 
is $7 million)

– 2014 was the largest: 
$10.8 million ($11.8 
million inflation 
adjusted)

– 2020 data is 
incomplete



Non-currency seizures, Jan 2010 – Aug 

2020
About 503 vehicles 
per year

About 437 firearms 
per year



Summary

1. Arkansas has averaged about 1,400 seizures per year since 2010. 
That’s about 4 per day.  

2. Over $68 million in currency has been seized. That’s about $75 
million if numbers are adjusted for inflation to 2020 dollars. 

3. Cash seizures are less than $1,000 almost half the time. It is less 
than $2,500 about 75% of the time. 

4. Non-cash assets are also regularly seized. 



Contributors

Research on this project was begun in 2015 by 
UCA Honors graduate and ACRE Research Fellow 
Maleka Momand (bottom right). 

Research on this project was continued and 
expanded by UCA graduate and ACRE Research 
Fellow Aaron Newell (top right). Aaron is a 2nd

year law student at William H. Bowen School of 
Law at the University of Arkansas in Little Rock. 
He is currently working on a policy brief and law 
review article on civil asset forfeiture.

Both projects were supervised by UCA Assistant 
Professor of Economics and ACRE Scholar Dr. 
Jeremy Horpedahl (left). 



Questions? 

MITCH MITCHELL 
Associate Professor of Economics, 

University of Central Arkansas

ACRE Director, 

Arkansas Center for Research in 

Economics

dmitchell@uca.edu



Example of report

Data comes from Freedom 
of Information Act requests 
from the Asset Seizure 
Tracking System, Office of 
the Arkansas Drug Director. 

They have always been fast 
and helpful with our 
requests which we greatly 
appreciate. 



Seizures per year, Jan – August, 2010 -

2020
Similar months comparison 
(because of missing data from September-December 2020).



Seizures per month average, Jan 2010 – Aug 

2020
3-month rolling average comparison 
(because of missing data from September-December 2020). 


