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2018 Report on Academic Facilities Master Plan Program – 
State Plan 

Preamble “…to ensure that adequate facilities and substantially 
equal facilities are, and will continue to be provided for Arkansas’ 
school children.”--------------- Act 1181 of 2003 

 
Arkansas Code Annotated (A.C.A.) § 6-21-807 mandates that “the Division of Public 
School Academic Facilities and Transportation develop a comprehensive state Master 
Plan for managing state financial participation in local academic facilities projects across 
the state”.   
 
A.C.A. § 6-21-112 further states that “a report on the state Academic Facilities Master 
Plan will be made to the Governor, the House Committee on Education, the Senate 
Committee on Education, and the Academic Facilities Oversight Committee by October 
1 of each even numbered year”. 
 
The state Master Plan documents the state’s role to provide guidance through manuals, 
rules, and funding programs to raise the level of the academic facilities in the state of 
Arkansas through repair and new construction programs in conformance with those 
manuals and rules.  The compilation of the individual school district Master Plans, which 
must be approved by the state, details the state’s plan to achieve suitable and adequate 
facilities for all Arkansas school districts. 
 
The academic facilities program includes two primary components of planning and 
funding programs. 
 

1. Planning 
 

A. The Academic Facilities Master Plan Program is a program 
through which each school district develops and submits a Facility 
Master Plan for review and approval by the division.  A Facility 
Master Plan is a six-year plan developed by a school district that 
contains current enrollment projections and details the school 
district’s strategy for maintaining, repairing, renovating, and 
improving through new construction or otherwise the school 
district’s academic facilities.  The division is charged to analyze 
each local Master Plan and develop a statewide Master Plan which 
serves as a management tool for overseeing the state financial 
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participation of local academic facilities projects across the state.  
The statewide Master Plan includes the following: 

 
i. A list of committed projects for public school academic 

facilities for the upcoming fiscal year characterized by 
program and method of state financial participation and, 

 
a. The committed projects and the estimated costs are 

compiled after review and approval by the division 
and submitted to the Commission for Arkansas Public 
School Academic Facilities and Transportation for 
approval.   

 
ii. the total estimated cost of each committed project and the 

estimated amount of state financial participation. 
 
iii. A four-year rolling forecast of planned new construction 

projects related to public school academic facilities. 
 

a. The compilation of the four-year rolling forecast is 
derived from the individual school district’s forecast 
detailing its anticipated needs.  

 
B. The Arkansas Public School Academic Facility Manual (Facility 

Manual) was developed to provide uniform standards to guide the 
planning, design, and construction of new public school academic 
facilities and additions to existing public schools.  

 
i. Section 2, Chapter 7 of the Facility Manual outlines the 

construction standards for new construction and renovations.  
It is written to comply with the most current codes and 
construction procedures that are available at the time of the 
review and identifies which portions of the facility manual are 
considered standards and which portions may be considered 
guidelines.  

 
ii. Section 2, Chapter 5 of the Facility Manual outlines contains 

the Program of Requirements that defines the number , size, 
and type of spaces required in the construction of new 
Arkansas school facilities.  It explains the rationale for the 
determination of spaces and clarifies which spaces are 
required under the Arkansas facility program and those 
spaces which are optional in school construction.  An 
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explanation is also provided that explains standards and 
guidelines as they pertain to educational spaces. 

 
2. Funding 

 
Supplementing the aforementioned statutes is A.C.A. § 6-20-2501 – 6-20-
2515 entitled “Arkansas Public School Academic Facility Funding Act”.  
These statutes provide the funding programs by which state financial 
assistance is rendered to school districts under the following academic 
facilities program.  

 
A. Current Funding Programs 

 
i. Academic Facilities Partnership Program - A.C.A. § 6-20-

2507 is the principal funding program to support the long 
range goals and objectives of the school districts as defined 
in their Master Plan.  State financial participation, based on a 
district’s Academic Facilities Wealth Index, is made available 
to a school district for eligible new construction projects as 
defined in A.C.A. §6-20-2502. 
 

ii. Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program - A.C.A. § 6-
20-2508 is the state program to provide state financial 
participation for eligible catastrophic repair and construction 
projects.  State funding supplements insurance or other 
public or private emergency assistance received by or 
payable to the school district to rebuild or repair the 
damaged facility to current state facility standards. 

 
iii. High Growth School District Loan Program - A.C.A. §6-

20-2511 establishes the Academic Facilities High-Growth 
School District Loan Program. This statute establishes a 
program to provide an interest free loan to high-growth 
school districts in which the mills required to service the 
bonded indebtedness incurred for academic facilities 
exceeds the maximum expected millage for the high-growth 
school district. 

 
B. Previous Funding Programs 

 
i. Academic Facilities Immediate Repair Program was 

enacted to provide a one-time opportunity for school districts 
to correct the deficiencies that were noted during the 
assessment of 2004 and to provide immediate financial 
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assistance to school districts in advance of full 
implementation of the statewide planning process under the 
Academic Facilities Master Plan Program.  This program 
provided school districts with state financial participation for 
eligible repair projects based on the Academic Facilities 
Wealth Index of the school district.  The program was 
designed to address deficiencies in academic facilities that 
presented an immediate hazard to health or safety of 
students and staff, meeting minimum health and safety 
building standards or the extraordinary deterioration of the 
academic facility.  Repairs typically completed under this 
program are now funded by the 9% of Foundation Funding 
that a school district must dedicate to maintenance, repair, 
and renovation activities. 

 
ii. Transitional Academic Facilities Program was enacted to 

provide state financial participation, based on a school 
district’s Academic Facilities Wealth Index, in the form of 
reimbursement to a school district for eligible new 
construction projects for which debt was incurred or funds 
spent after January 1, 2005, and on and before June 30, 
2006.  Under this program a school district was allowed to 
proceed with new construction of an academic facility with 
the expenditure of local resources prior to the district’s 
eligibility for state financial participation.  New construction 
projects include any improvement to the academic facility 
and, if necessary, related areas such as the physical plant 
and grounds that bring the state of condition or efficiency of 
the academic facility to a state of condition or efficiency 
better than the facility’s original condition.  New construction 
also included additions and new facilities. 
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Attachments 
 

#1 Committed Projects 
 
As mandated by A.C.A. § 6-21-807, attached is a list of committed 
projects for public school academic facilities for the upcoming fiscal year.  
The list indicates both the estimated state financial participation and 
estimated total project cost, and projects that have been completed.  
 
Currently, the state has 120 Partnership Program projects committed with 
a total state financial participation amount of $316,997,943.69.  1,503 
Partnership Program projects have been completed with total state 
partnership of $926,145,865.90   
 
Including the combined total of $116,142,408.10 for the Catastrophic, 
Transitional, and Immediate Repair programs, the state has completed or 
committed a total of 2,089 projects and provided $1,359,286,217.69 of 
state financial participation as shown in the attached list of committed 
projects. 

 
#2 Four-Year Rolling Forecast 

 
A.C.A. § 6-21-807 also mandates the four-year rolling forecast (see 
attachment) of planned new construction projects, related to academic 
facilities, as proposed by the school districts within their most recent 
Master Plan.  This forecast represents the initial planning by the school 
districts.  It will be refined as the process moves forward when 
applications are received for the Partnership Program and the Master Plan 
is updated each year. 

 
Summary 
 

As of this date, all school districts have submitted Master Plans of committed and 
planned projects for division review.  These Master Plans show districts involved 
in both immediate and long-range planning.  School districts have also submitted 
requests for state financial participation in the various funding programs.  School 
districts that do not submit Partnership Project applications are reviewed by the 
division on a case-by-case basis in accordance with A.C.A. § 6-21-811.  Many 
districts not submitting Partnership Program project applications have district 
funds committed to earlier biennium Partnership Program construction projects 
and are completing those before requesting more state funds for additional 
projects. 


















































































