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Title 17. Professions, Occupations, and Businesses 

Chapter XIX. Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training, Department of Health 

Subchapter A. Generally 

Part 105. Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training Rules 

Subpart 1. Generally 

 

 17 CAR § 105-101. Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training generally. 

 (a)(1) The Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training shall consist of five (5) 

members to be appointed by the Governor for terms of three (3) years. 

  (2) Four (4) members shall be athletic trainers licensed and practicing the art 

of athletic training in the State of Arkansas. 

  (3)(A) One (1) member shall:  

    (i) Not be actively engaged in or retired from the practice of athletic 

training, medicine, physical therapy, or employment by an athletic department of an 

accredited educational institution; and  

    (ii) Serve as the representative of the public interest.  

   (B) This member shall be a full voting member. 

  (4) A member shall hold their appointment until their successor has been 

appointed and qualified, except when removed by the Governor. 

  (5)(A) At the discretion of the board, an advisory committee may be impaneled 

and dissolved.  
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   (B) This committee may consist of no more than five (5) individuals with 

diverse fields of interest and expertise. 

  (6) The board will act upon issues related to the licensure and practice of 

athletic trainers. 

 (b) Officers shall: 

  (1) Consist of a chairperson and a secretary, each of whom shall have the 

privilege of reelection; and 

  (2)(A) Be elected by majority vote of the board members.  

   (B) Officers shall be elected annually in January unless otherwise 

determined by the board. 

 (c) Duties of officers. 

  (1) The chairperson shall: 

   (A)(i) Call and preside at all meetings.  

    (ii) In the absence of the chairperson, he or she shall designate a 

member to preside; 

   (B) Be a custodian of all records or designate a custodian of all records; 

   (C) Delegate duties to board members; and 

   (D) Vote on all issues. 

  (2) The secretary shall ensure that accurate minutes of each meeting are kept 

and distributed to each board member. 

 (d)(1) Information regarding the activities of the board may be obtained by the 

public from the board’s office.  

  (2) Any request or submission to the board shall be made to the Executive 

Director of the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training. 

 (e) Meetings. 

  (1)(A) At least two (2) regular meetings shall be held annually.  

   (B) The meetings will be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of 

Order Newly Revised. 

  (2) Special meetings may be called at the discretion of the chairperson or by 

three (3) members of the board, provided that all members are adequately notified. 
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  (3) All meetings shall be conducted pursuant to the Freedom of Information 

Act of 1967, Arkansas Code § 25-19-101 et seq., and disciplinary proceedings shall be 

conducted in accordance with the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, Arkansas 

Code § 25-15-201 et seq. 

  (4) Three (3) members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

  (5) In the case of a tie vote on any issue brought before the board:  

   (A) The tie vote issue will be revoted once; and  

   (B) Unresolved issues will be tabled until the next board meeting. 

  (6) Members shall receive travel expenses and a stipend for official business of 

the board at the rate established by the State of Arkansas. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-102. Definitions. 

 The following words and terms, when used in this part, have the following 

meanings: 

  (1)(A)(i) “Athletic training” does not include activities such as:  

     (a) Prophylactic taping;  

     (b) Stretching;  

     (c) First aid; and  

     (d) Referral of injured/ill athletes to appropriate medical 

personnel or facility.  

    (ii) These services are considered “sports first aid”.  

   (B) “Athletic training” does include:  

    (i) Return to play decisions;  

    (ii) Modality treatments; and  

    (iii) Rehabilitation; 

  (2) “Certification examination” means a reliable, legally defensible examination 

approved by the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training for determining minimum 

competency in athletic training; 

  (3)(A) “Direct Supervision supervision of the athletic trainer in a clinical setting 

freestanding rehabilitation clinic” means the supervising physical therapist or physician 
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must be readily available for consultation for the care of the athlete and is on the 

premises. 

   (B) The supervising physical therapist must submit an annual Direct 

Supervision Form to the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training with the athletic 

trainer’s licensure or permit request to the State of Arkansas. 

(4)(A) “Supervising/directing Directing physician” means a person holding a 

current unrestricted license to engage in the practice of medicine or osteopathy by 

the Arkansas State Medical Board.  

   (B) Other physicians who act on a referral basis with athletic trainers will 

hold a current unrestricted license to engage in the practice of chiropractic, dentistry, 

optometry, and podiatry in the State of Arkansas; 

(3)(5)(A) “Direction of the athletic trainer in a nonclinical traditional setting or 

physician’s office” means the directing physician must be readily available for 

consultation for the care of the athlete but not necessarily on the premises.  

   (B) The directing physician must submit an annual Physician Direction 

Form to the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training with the athletic trainer's 

licensure/permit licensure or permit request to the State of Arkansas; 

  (6)(A) “Freestanding rehabilitation clinic” means a rehabilitation clinic that is 

not located on the campus of a hospital or healthcare system. 

   (B) “Freestanding rehabilitation clinic” does not include a physician’s 

office. 

(4)(7) “Licensure examination” means an examination administered for those 

athletic trainers who are:  

   (A) Certified; and  

   (B) Certified through the grandfathering process by the National Athletic 

Trainers’ Association on December 31, 1969; 

  (5)(8)(A) “Limited competition” shall allow visiting athletic trainers 

appropriately credentialed in their own state to perform athletic training in the State of 

Arkansas in a traditional setting for a time period not to exceed fourteen (14) days.  
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   (B) However, while in the State of Arkansas, all athletic trainers must 

abide by Arkansas laws and rules.  

   (C) Any person providing athletic training duties beyond fourteen (14) 

days shall be subject to licensure requirements.  

   (D) Any person seeking exemption from this requirement must submit 

such request in writing to the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training; 

  (9) “Supervising physical therapist” means a person holding a current 

unrestricted license to engage in the practice of physical therapy in the State of 

Arkansas. 

(6)(A) “Supervising/directing physician” means a person holding a current unrestricted 

license to engage in the practice of medicine or osteopathy.  

   (B) Other physicians who act on a referral basis with athletic trainers will 

hold a current unrestricted license to engage in the practice of chiropractic, dentistry, 

optometry, and podiatry in the State of Arkansas; 

  (7)(10)(A) “Supervision of athletic training interns or students” means athletic 

training interns or students performing acts of athletic training incidental to their 

courses of study must be under the supervision of a licensed athletic trainer.  

   (B) Supervision means daily personal/verbal contact at the site of 

supervision between the athletic training student and the licensed athletic trainer who 

plans, directs, advises, and evaluates the student’s athletic training field experience.  

   (C) The licensed athletic trainer shall be physically present to intervene on 

behalf of the athlete; and 

  (8) “Supervision of the athletic trainer in a clinical setting” means the 

supervising physical therapist or physician must be readily available for consultation for 

the care of the athlete and is on the premises. 

    

 

 17 CAR § 105-103. Methods of licensure. 

 (a) Examination/certification. 
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  (1) Applicants who comply with qualifications in accordance with the Arkansas 

Athletic Trainers Act, Acts 1995, No. 1279, or Arkansas Code § 17-4-104 shall be 

permitted to sit for an examination approved by the Arkansas State Board of Athletic 

Training.  

  (2) Applicants must meet one (1) of the following requirements to sit for the 

examination: 

   (A) The applicant must possess a baccalaureate degree from an 

accredited institution and meet other curriculum and internship requirements as 

required by the certifying testing agency as approved by the board; 

   (B) The applicant must be:  

    (i) Certified; and  

    (ii) Certified through the grandfathering process by the National 

Athletic Trainers’ Association on December 31, 1969; or 

   (C) An applicant must meet the requirements under subdivision (c)(6) of 

this section. 

  (3) The examination for athletic trainers will be a reliable, valid, and legally 

defensible examination approved by the board. 

  (4) The applicant must complete the application process required by the 

board. 

 (b) Reciprocity. 

  (1) A licensed athletic trainer who has been issued a license to practice as an 

athletic trainer in another state may be registered and issued a license in this state by 

the board provided that the state or territory in which currently licensed/registered 

must be at least equal to Arkansas’s requirements. 

  (2) The applicant may be required to be interviewed by the board if his or her 

credentials, requirements on licensure in the other state, or current professional 

capabilities are in question. 

  (3) An applicant to whom the board refused reciprocity may request a hearing 

before the board. 
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  (4) The applicant must complete the application process required by the 

board. 

  (5) Licensure by reciprocity may only be granted if the state in which the 

applicant is currently licensed allows athletic trainers licensed in this state to be eligible 

for reciprocity. 

 (c) Licensure for uniformed service members, veterans, and spouses. 

  (1) As used in this subsection:  

   (A) “Automatic licensure” means the granting of occupational licensure 

without an individual's having met occupational licensure requirements provided under 

Title 17 of the Arkansas Code or by this part; and 

   (B) “Uniformed service veteran” means a former member of the 

uniformed services of the United States discharged under circumstances other than 

dishonorable. 

  (2) The board shall grant automatic licensure to an individual who is the holder 

in good standing of a license with a similar scope of practice issued by another state, 

territory, or district of the United States and is: 

   (A) A uniformed service member stationed in the State of Arkansas; 

   (B) A uniformed service veteran who resides in or establishes residency in 

the State of Arkansas; or 

   (C) The spouse of a:  

    (i) Person under subdivision (c)(2)(A) or (B) of this section; 

    (ii) Uniformed service member who is assigned a tour of duty that 

excludes the uniformed service member’s spouse from accompanying the uniformed 

service member and the spouse relocates to this state; or 

    (iii) Uniformed service member who is killed or succumbs to his or her 

injuries or illness in the line of duty if the spouse establishes residency in the state. 

  (3) The board shall grant such automatic licensure upon receipt of all of the 

below: 

   (A) Payment of the initial licensure fee; 
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   (B) Evidence that the individual holds a license with a similar scope of 

practice in another state; and 

   (C) Evidence that the applicant is a qualified applicant under subdivision 

(c)(2) of this section. 

  (4) The expiration date of a license for a deployed uniformed service member 

or spouse will be extended for one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of the 

uniformed service member’s return from deployment. 

  (5) A full exemption from continuing education requirements will be allowed 

for a deployed uniformed service member or spouse until one hundred eighty (180) 

days following the date of the uniformed service member’s return from deployment. 

  (6) An applicant who is identified in subdivision (c)(2)(A), (B), or (C) of this 

section (Arkansas Code § 17-4-104) and seeks licensure by examination shall be 

permitted to sit for the examination if the applicant presents proof of relevant and 

applicable uniformed service education, training, national certification, or service-issued 

credentials. 

 (d) The board shall grant a license to an applicant who fulfills the Arkansas 

requirements for licensure and is a person who holds a federal Form I-766, United 

States Citizenship and Immigration Services-issued Employment Authorization 

Document, known popularly as a “work permit”. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-104. Application for licensure. 

 (a)(1) An individual who plans to practice as an athletic trainer must secure a 

license prior to practicing in the state.  

  (2) Athletic trainers who accompany his or her team, athlete, or representative 

to the State of Arkansas beyond limited competition must submit an application for 

licensure in the State of Arkansas. 

 (b)(1) Credentials required for application for licensure are to be submitted to the 

Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training and will include the following: 

  (1)(A) Official application from the board filled out by the applicant and 

notarized; 
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  (2)(A)(B)(i) Current athletic training certification status and proof of fulfillment 

of continuing education requirements from a designated body approved by the board.  

   (B)(ii) These will be verified by the board; 

  (3)(C) Any athletic trainer partially or completely practicing in a nonclinical 

setting or physician’s office shall submit a physician direction form Physician Direction 

Form;  

  (4)(D) Applicants seeking initial licensure in the State of Arkansas may submit 

an application prior to sitting for the board-approved qualifying examination; and 

  (5)(E) If applicable, proof of relevant and applicable uniformed service 

education, training, national certification, or service-issued credential pursuant to 

Arkansas Code § 17-4-107. 

  (2) Any athletic trainer partially or completely practicing in a freestanding 

rehabilitation clinic shall submit a Direct Supervision Form. 

 (c) Applicants who are currently licensed/registered licensed or registered in 

another state or territory and are requesting the same in Arkansas by reciprocity shall 

submit: 

  (1) Official application from the board filled out by the applicant and notarized; 

  (2)(A) Proof of current athletic training certification from a designated body 

approved by the board.  

   (B) This will be verified by the board; 

  (3) Verification of licensure/registration from agencies where currently licensed 

or registered, if requested by the board; and 

  (4) Any athletic trainer partially or completely practicing in a nonclinical setting 

or physician’s office shall submit a physician direction form Physician Direction Form. 

  (5) Any athletic trainer partially or completely practicing in a freestanding 

rehabilitation clinic shall submit a Direct Supervision Form. 

 (d) All applicants shall pay the required fees. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-105. Temporary permit. 
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 (a) A temporary nonrenewable permit for one (1) year may be sought by a 

candidate who has met all of the requirements to sit for a:  

  (1) Certification examination by the certifying agency approved by the 

Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training; or 

  (2)(A) Licensure examination by the certifying agency approved by the board.  

   (B) The only candidates eligible to take the licensure examination are 

those that are:  

    (i) Certified; and  

    (ii) Certified through the grandfathering process by the National 

Athletic Trainers Association on December 31, 1969. 

 (b)(1) An application for a temporary permit can be obtained from the board and 

should be submitted to the board.  

  (2)(A) The application should include: 

   (A)(i) Official application from the board for a temporary permit filled out 

by the applicant and notarized;  

   (B)(ii) Proof of eligibility to sit for the certification or licensure examination 

from the certifying agency approved by the board and mailed to the board from the 

certifying agency; and 

   (C)(B) Any candidate applying for a temporary permit who will be partially 

or completely practicing in a nonclinical setting or physician’s office shall submit a 

physician direction form Physician Direction Form. 

   (C) Any athletic trainer partially or completely practicing in a freestanding 

rehabilitation clinic shall submit a Direct Supervision Form. 

 (c) All applicants shall pay all required fees. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-106. Renewals, payments, and recording. 

 (a) Applications for renewal shall include: 

  (1) Renewal form; 

  (2) Certification status form; and 

  (3) Physician direction form.Direction Form; and 
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  (4) Direct Supervision Form 

 (b)(1) Licenses must be renewed annually at a fee established by the Arkansas 

State Board of Athletic Training. 

  (2)(A) Unrenewed licenses become inactive as of a date established by the 

board.  

   (B) To return to regular status, a reactivation fee must be paid. 

  (3) Licenses reactivated ninety (90) days after the renewal date will be 

assessed a late fee in addition to the renewal fee and the reactivation fee. 

  (4)(A) Individuals interested in being placed on inactive status must submit a 

written request to the board.  

   (B) An athletic trainer on inactive status may not engage in the provision 

of athletic training services. 

 (c)(1) The temporary nonrenewable athletic trainers permit will expire one (1) year 

after the date of application.  

  (2) The temporary permit fee will be paid quarterly.  

  (3) Any nonpayment of quarterly fees will revoke the nonrenewable temporary 

permit.  

  (4) The temporary permit fee will be established by the board. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-107. Fees. 

 (a) Athletic trainers shall be required to pay the following fees: 

 

  Total fee to mail with exam/certification application: $125.00 

  Licensure by Examination/Certification Application Fee:  $25.00 

  Licensure by Examination/Certification Initial Licensure Fee: $100.00 

 

  Total fee to mail with application:      $75.00 

  Licensure by Exam/Certification/Reciprocity for full time graduate  

  students already BOC Certified Application Fee:    $25.00 

  Licensure by Exam/Certification/Reciprocity for full time  
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  graduate students already BOC Certified Initial Licensure Fee:  $50.00 

 

  Total fee to mail with reciprocity application:   $125.00 

  Licensure by Reciprocity Application Fee:     $25.00 

  Licensure by Reciprocity Initial Licensure Fee:    $100.00 

 

  Total fee to mail with application:      $325.00* 

  Temporary Permit Application Fee:       $25.00  

  Temporary Permit Licensure Fee       $300.00**  

                (quarterly) 

*The application fee is due only once with the first temporary permit application. A 

reminder of quarterly payment due will not be sent to the person holding a temporary 

permit. Unpaid quarterly permits become inactive on the 10th day after the quarterly 

payment fee deadline.  

**This fee is a total of $1200.00 annually, but it can be paid on a quarterly basis. 

 

 (b) The Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training shall waive the initial licensing fee 

if the applicant: 

  (1) Is receiving assistance through the:  

   (A) Arkansas Medicaid Program;  

   (B) Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program;  

   (C) Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 

Children;  

   (D) Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program; or  

   (E) Lifeline Assistance Program; 

  (2) Was approved for unemployment within the last twelve (12) months; or 

  (3) Has an income that does not exceed two hundred percent (200%) of the 

federal poverty income guidelines. 

 (c) License renewals.  

  (1) Licenses are effective from July 1 to June 30 of the following year.   
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  (2) Renewal fees are due upon receipt of the renewal notice.   

  (3) Those graduate students already BOC certified must provide a letter from a 

responsible party at the university where they have full-time graduate student status 

indicating their full-time student status.   

  (4) Unrenewed licenses become inactive as of July 1.   

  (5) To return to regular status, a reactivation fee must be paid in addition to 

the renewal fee.   

  (6) Licenses reactivated after September 30 will be assessed a late fee in 

addition to the renewal fee and the reactivation fee. 

  (7) License renewal fees: 

   (A) Renewal fee, fifty dollars ($50.00); 

   (B) Renewal fee for graduate student already BOC certified, twenty-five 

dollars ($25.00);  

   (C) Reactivation fee, seventy-five dollars ($75.00); and 

   (D) Late fee, one hundred dollars ($100). 

 

 17 CAR § 105-108. Disciplinary action/penalties. 

 (a)(1) The Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training may refuse to license, refuse 

to renew a license, revoke a license or temporary permit, and/or take other disciplinary 

action as provided by law regarding any athletic trainer who is guilty of any of the acts 

set forth in Section 12 of the Arkansas Athletic Trainers Act, Acts 1995, No. 1279.  

  (2) A revoked license must be returned to the Arkansas State Board of Athletic 

Training office immediately upon notification of the revocation.  

  (3) The Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training is required to report the 

revocation to the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training-approved certifying agency. 

 (b) Each facility offering athletic training services shall be required to publicly 

display the name and address of the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training. 

 (c)(1) Any person may file a complaint in writing to the Arkansas State Board of 

Athletic Training against any licensed athletic trainer in this state, charging said person 

with having violated the provisions of any part of the Arkansas Athletic Trainers Act.  
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  (2) The Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training may act upon its own motion 

or upon the complaint of any individual in writing and signed by the complaining party.  

  (3) The person named in the complaint (respondent) will be notified via 

certified mail issued within seven (7) working days from receipt of the written complaint 

at the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training. 

 (d) The respondent shall be:  

  (1) Provided twenty-one (21) calendar days in which to file a written response 

to the complaint; and  

  (2) Advised that he or she is required to provide all documents and exhibits in 

support of his or her position. 

 (e) When a sanction ordered by the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training 

becomes final under the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, Arkansas Code § 25-

15-201 et seq., such information shall be publicly disseminated, including:  

  (1) Notification to the Board of Certification; and  

  (2)(A) A posting on the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training’s website.  

   (B) The posting shall include:  

    (i) The licensee’s name;  

    (ii) A citation of the law or laws or statute or statutes violated;  

    (iii) A brief description of the findings of fact; and  

    (iv) A description of the sanction. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-109. Supervision of the athletic trainer. 

 (a) In a nonclinical traditional setting, the an athletic trainer shall may practice the 

art and science of athletic training under the direction of a physician licensed by the 

Arkansas State Medical Board. 

 (b) In a clinical setting freestanding rehabilitation clinic, the athletic trainer may 

practice athletic training in a hospital or outpatient clinic:  

  (1) Under the direct supervision of a physical therapist; and  

  (2) Upon the referral of a physician licensed in the State of Arkansas or of a 

physician licensed by the board. 
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 (c) In a physician’s office, the athletic trainer may practice athletic training under 

the direction or consultation of a physician licensed by the board. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-110. Continuing education requirements. 

 Continuing education requirements will be mandated by, collected by, and verified 

by the certifying agency approved by the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training. 

 

 17 CAR § 105-111. Prelicensure background check.  

 (a) Pursuant to Arkansas Code § 17-3-103, an individual may petition for a 

prelicensure determination of:  

  (1) Whether the individual’s criminal record will disqualify the individual from 

licensure; and  

  (2) Whether a waiver may be obtained.  

 (b) The individual must obtain the prelicensure criminal background check petition 

form from the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training. 

 (c) The board will respond with a decision in writing to a completed petition within 

a reasonable time.  

 (d) The board’s response will state the reasons for the decision. 

 (e) All decisions of the board in response to the petition will be determined by the 

information provided by the individual. 

 (f) Any decision made by the board in response to a prelicensure criminal 

background check petition is not subject to appeal. 

 (g) The board will retain a copy of the petition and response, and it will be 

reviewed during the formal application process.  

 

 17 CAR § 105-112. Request for waiver of disqualifying criminal 

conviction. 

 (a) If an individual has been convicted of an offense listed in Arkansas Code § 17-

3-102(a) or (e), the Arkansas State Board of Athletic Training may waive disqualification 
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of a potential applicant or revocation of a license based on the conviction if a request 

for a waiver is made by an: 

  (1) Affected applicant for a license; or 

  (2) Individual holding a license subject to revocation. 

 (b) The board may grant a waiver upon consideration of the following, without 

limitation: 

  (1) The age at which the offense was committed; 

  (2) The circumstances surrounding the offense; 

  (3) The length of time since the offense was committed; 

  (4) Subsequent work history since the offense was committed; 

  (5) Employment references since the offense was committed; 

  (6) Character references since the offense was committed; 

  (7) Relevance of the offense to the occupational license; and 

  (8) Other evidence demonstrating that licensure of the applicant does not pose 

a threat to the health or safety of the public. 

 (c)(1) A request for a waiver, if made by an applicant, must:  

   (A) Be in writing; and  

   (B) Accompany the completed application and fees.  

  (2) A request for waiver, if made by a licensee, must be in writing. 

 (d) The board will:  

  (1) Respond with a decision in writing; and  

  (2) State the reasons for the decision. 

 (e) An appeal of a determination under this section will be subject to the Arkansas 

Administrative Procedure Act, Arkansas Code § 25-15-201 et seq. 
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State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H2/13/25 H2/19/25 S3/3/25   1 

95th General Assembly  A Bill     2 

Regular Session, 2025  HOUSE BILL 1213 3 

 4 

By: Representatives Achor, Gramlich, L. Johnson 5 

By: Senators C. Penzo, K. Hammer 6 

 7 

For An Act To Be Entitled 8 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS ACT; 9 

TO CLARIFY THE DEFINITION OF "ATHLETE" WITHIN THE 10 

ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS ACT; TO DEFINE "HEALTHCARE 11 

PROVIDER" REGARDING STUDENT ATHLETE CONCUSSION 12 

EDUCATION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  13 

 14 

 15 

Subtitle 16 

TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS 17 

ACT; TO CLARIFY THE DEFINITION OF 18 

"ATHLETE"; AND TO DEFINE "HEALTHCARE 19 

PROVIDER" REGARDING STUDENT ATHLETE 20 

CONCUSSION EDUCATION. 21 

 22 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 23 

 24 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 6-18-710(a), concerning definitions related 25 

to student athlete concussion education, is amended to read as follows: 26 

 6-18-710. Student athlete concussion education — Definition. 27 

 (a)(1)  As used in this section:, 28 

 (1)  "Healthcare provider" means an allopathic or osteopathic 29 

physician, neuropsychologist, advanced practice registered nurse, certified 30 

athletic trainer, physician assistant, or physical therapist; and 31 

  (2)(A)  "Youth "youth athletic activity" means an organized 32 

athletic activity in which the participants, a majority of whom are under 33 

nineteen (19) years of age are: 34 

   (A)(i)  Engaged in an athletic game or competition against 35 

another team, club, or entity; or 36 
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   (B)(ii)  In practice or preparation for an organized 1 

athletic game or competition against another team, club, or entity. 2 

  (2)(B)  “Youth athletic activity” does not include a college or 3 

university activity or an activity that is incidental to a nonathletic 4 

program. 5 

 6 

 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code § 6-18-710(c), concerning student athlete 7 

concussion education, is amended to read as follows: 8 

 (c)(1)  The Department of Health shall develop concussion protocols 9 

substantially similar to those developed and implemented by the Arkansas 10 

Activities Association to protect all youth athletes engaged in youth 11 

athletic activities in Arkansas. 12 

  (2)  The Department of Health shall provide an updated type of 13 

healthcare provider list to the Arkansas Activities Association based on the 14 

definition under subsection (a) of this section. 15 

 16 

 SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code § 17-93-402 is amended to read as follows: 17 

 17-93-402. Definitions. 18 

 As used in this subchapter: 19 

  (1)  “Athlete” means an individual who is participating in 20 

organized athletic or team activities at the interscholastic, intramural, 21 

intercollegiate, or professional level, or sanctioned recreational sports 22 

activities activities of recreation, sport, exercise, or tactical duty; 23 

  (2)  “Athletic injury or illness” means an injury or illness 24 

sustained by the athlete as a result of participation in those organized 25 

athletic or team activities activities of recreation, sport, exercise, or 26 

tactical duty which require physical strength, agility, flexibility, range of 27 

motion, speed, or stamina, or any comparable injury or illness to an athlete 28 

which prevents the person from participating in activities described in 29 

subdivision (1) of this section; 30 

  (3)  “Athletic trainer” means a person licensed by the state to 31 

engage in athletic training; 32 

  (4)  “Athletic training” means the prevention, recognition, 33 

evaluation, treatment, and rehabilitation of an athletic injury or illness 34 

and the organization and administration of exercise, conditioning, and 35 

athletic training programs; 36 
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  (5)  “Clinical setting” means a hospital or outpatient clinic; 1 

  (6)(A)  “Consultation” means the rendering by a physician of a 2 

professional opinion, an expert opinion, or advice to an athletic trainer. 3 

   (B)  "Consultation" may be provided through 4 

telecommunication technology; 5 

  (7)(A)  “Freestanding rehabilitation clinic” means a 6 

rehabilitation clinic that is not located on the campus of a hospital or 7 

healthcare system. 8 

   (B)  "Freestanding rehabilitation clinic" does not include 9 

a physician’s office; 10 

  (8)  “Direct supervision” means supervision of the athletic 11 

trainer in a clinical setting freestanding rehabilitation clinic by the 12 

supervising physical therapist or physician who is readily available for 13 

consultation for the care of the athlete and is on the premises; 14 

  (7)(9)  “Direction” means direction of the athletic trainer in a 15 

nonclinical setting or physician’s office by a physician who is readily 16 

available for consultation for the care of the athlete but not necessarily on 17 

the premises; 18 

  (8)(10)  “License” means the document issued by the Arkansas 19 

State Board of Athletic Training to a qualified person to practice athletic 20 

training; and 21 

  (9)  “Sanctioned recreational sports activities” means any 22 

athletic or team activity which requires physical strength, agility, 23 

flexibility, range of motion, speed, or stamina and meets one (1) or more of 24 

the following: 25 

   (A)  Has officially designated coaches who have the 26 

responsibility for athletic activities of the organization; 27 

   (B)  Has a regular schedule of practices or workouts which 28 

are supervised by the officially designated coaches; 29 

   (C)  Is an activity generally recognized as having an 30 

established schedule of competitive events or exhibitions; and 31 

   (D)  Has a policy requiring documentation of having passed 32 

a preparticipation medical examination conducted by a licensed physician as a 33 

condition for participation for the athletic activities of the organization 34 

  (11)  "Tactical duty" means activities of law enforcement, 35 

military, or rescue services. 36 
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 1 

 SECTION 4.  Arkansas Code § 17-93-411 is amended to read as follows: 2 

 17-93-411.  Direction and supervision. 3 

 (a)  In a nonclinical setting, an athletic trainer may practice the art 4 

and science of athletic training under the direction of a physician licensed 5 

by the Arkansas State Medical Board. 6 

 (b)(1)  The athletic trainer may practice athletic training in a 7 

hospital or outpatient clinic under the direct supervision of a physical 8 

therapist and upon the referral of a physician licensed in the State of 9 

Arkansas or of a physician licensed by the board physician’s office under the 10 

direction or consultation of a physician licensed in this state. 11 

  (2)  However, the physician shall retain moral, ethical, and 12 

legal responsibility for patient care according to their specific medical 13 

license. 14 

 (c)  The athletic trainer may practice athletic training in a 15 

freestanding rehabilitation clinic under the direct supervision of a physical 16 

therapist and upon the referral of a physician licensed in this state. 17 

 18 

/s/Achor 19 

 20 

 21 

APPROVED: 3/12/25 22 
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