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An Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) account is a tax-advantaged account that an
eligible individual can use to save funds for the disability-related expenses of the account’s
designated beneficiary. The designated beneficiary must be blind or disabled by a condition
that began before the individual’s 26th-forty-sixth (46") birthday.

An ABLE program can be established and maintained by a State or a State agency directly or by
the State contracting with a private company. An eligible individual can open an ABLE account
through the ABLE program in any State. The Arkansas ABLE program is established and
maintained through a collaboration of the Department of Human Services, Arkansas
Rehabilitative Services and the State Treasurer.

An eligible individual can be the designated beneficiary of only one ABLE account, which must
be administered by a qualified ABLE program. A person with signature authority can establish
and control an ABLE account for a designated beneficiary who is a minor child or is otherwise
incapable of managing the account. The person with signature authority must be the designated
beneficiary's parent, legal guardian, or agent acting under power of attorney. The designated
beneficiary is considered to be the owner of the ABLE account regardless of whether someone
else has signature authority over it.

Upon the death of the designated beneficiary, funds remaining in the ABLE account, after
payment of any outstanding, qualified disability expense, may be transferred to the estate of
the designated beneficiary, or an account for another eligible individual specified by the
designated beneficiary. An ABLE account is not subject to estate recovery upon the death of the
designated beneficiary.
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E-620 Eligibility Factors
MS Manual 16/61/1706/01/2026

The designated beneficiary is the eligible individual who established and owns the ABLE account.
To be an eligible individual, the individual must be:

a. eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) based on either disability or blindness
that began before age 26forty-six (46); or

b. entitled to disability insurance benefits, childhood disability benefits, or disabled
widow’s or widower’s benefits based on either disability or blindness that began before
age 26forty-six (46); or

c. someone who has certified, or whose parent or guardian has certified, that he or she:
¢ hasamedically determinable physical or mental impairment meeting certain
statutorily specified criteria; or,
e isblind; and,
e the disability or blindness occurred before age 26forty-six (46).

Those applicants applying for benefits under option C above must provide with their ABLE
application packet a copy of a statement signed by a physician that includes the individual’s
diagnosis relating to the individual’s relevant physical or mental impairment/s.



F-110 Age and Relationship
MS Manual 06/01/202661/01/22

Most Health Care eligibility groups have an age range in which the individual must fall to become
eligible for coverage in that particular group. ARKids A and ARKids B also require a relationship and
living with a specified relative requirement. To be eligible for ARKids A or B, a child must be living
with a relative who is within the following degrees of relationship to the child:

1. Abloodoradoptive relative who is within the fifth degree of kinship. Such relatives by
degree of kinship are as follows:

First degree — Parent;

Second degree — Grandparent, sibling;

Third degree — Great-grandparent, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece;

Fourth degree — Great-great grandparent, great-uncle, great-aunt, first cousin; and

Fifth degree — Great-great-great grandparent, great-great uncle, great-great aunt, first
cousin once removed (that being, the children of one’s first cousin).

Note: Half-relationships will be considered the same as full relationships.
2. Stepfather, stepmother, stepbrother, stepsister.

3. Spouses of any persons named in the above groups. Such relatives may be considered
within the scope of this provision though the marriage is terminated by death or
divorce._

3.4.Fictive Kin relationship placements as established by the Division of Children and Family

Services (DCFS). Please see MS Glossary for definition DCFS will use to apply Fictive Kin

status. Relationship and living with the specified relative apply, unless the individual has
been removed from the custody of their parents or other relative by court order, has
been court ordered to an institution, has been emancipated, has reached eighteen (18)
years of age, or legal custody has been given to someone else. (For ARKids, See MS C-
115, E-240 for procedures on who can apply in these situations.)

The particular age requirements for each eligibility group are listed in MS Section B.



Medical Services - Glossary

MS Manual 06/01/20260+/61/24

Fictive Kin —

Relationship assignment given by the Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS) when there

is an individual who is not related by birth, adoption, or marriage to a child, but who has an

emotionally significant relationship with the child.
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An Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) account is a tax-advantaged account that an
eligible individual can use to save funds for the disability-related expenses of the account’s
designated beneficiary. The designated beneficiary must be blind or disabled by a condition
that began before the individual’s forty-sixth (46'") birthday.

An ABLE program can be established and maintained by a State or a State agency directly or by
the State contracting with a private company. An eligible individual can open an ABLE account
through the ABLE program in any State. The Arkansas ABLE program is established and
maintained through a collaboration of the Department of Human Services, Arkansas
Rehabilitative Services and the State Treasurer.

An eligible individual can be the designated beneficiary of only one ABLE account, which must
be administered by a qualified ABLE program. A person with signature authority can establish
and control an ABLE account for a designated beneficiary who is a minor child or is otherwise
incapable of managing the account. The person with signature authority must be the designated
beneficiary's parent, legal guardian, or agent acting under power of attorney. The designated
beneficiary is considered to be the owner of the ABLE account regardless of whether someone
else has signature authority over it.

Upon the death of the designated beneficiary, funds remaining in the ABLE account, after
payment of any outstanding, qualified disability expense, may be transferred to the estate of
the designated beneficiary, or an account for another eligible individual specified by the
designated beneficiary. An ABLE account is not subject to estate recovery upon the death of the
designated beneficiary.



E-620 Eligibility Factors
MS Manual 06/01/2026

The designated beneficiary is the eligible individual who established and owns the ABLE account.
To be an eligible individual, the individual must be:

a. eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) based on either disability or blindness
that began before age forty-six (46); or

b. entitled to disability insurance benefits, childhood disability benefits, or disabled
widow’s or widower’s benefits based on either disability or blindness that began before

age forty-six (46); or
c. someone who has certified, or whose parent or guardian has certified, that he or she:
e hasamedically determinable physical or mental impairment meeting certain
statutorily specified criteria; or,
e isblind; and,
e the disability or blindness occurred before age forty-six (46).

Those applicants applying for benefits under option C above must provide with their ABLE
application packet a copy of a statement signed by a physician that includes the individual’s
diagnosis relating to the individual’s relevant physical or mental impairment/s.



F-110 Age and Relationship
MS Manual 06/01/2026

Most Health Care eligibility groups have an age range in which the individual must fall to become
eligible for coverage in that particular group. ARKids A and ARKids B also require a relationship and
living with a specified relative requirement. To be eligible for ARKids A or B, a child must be living
with a relative who is within the following degrees of relationship to the child:

1. Abloodoradoptive relative who is within the fifth degree of kinship. Such relatives by
degree of kinship are as follows:
First degree — Parent;
Second degree — Grandparent, sibling;
Third degree — Great-grandparent, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece;
Fourth degree — Great-great grandparent, great-uncle, great-aunt, first cousin; and

Fifth degree — Great-great-great grandparent, great-great uncle, great-great aunt, first
cousin once removed (that being, the children of one’s first cousin).

Norte: Half-relationships will be considered the same as full relationships.
2. Stepfather, stepmother, stepbrother, stepsister.

3. Spouses of any persons named in the above groups. Such relatives may be considered
within the scope of this provision though the marriage is terminated by death or
divorce.

4. Fictive Kin relationship placements as established by the Division of Children and Family
Services (DCFS). Please see MS Glossary for definition DCFS will use to apply Fictive Kin
status. Relationship and living with the specified relative apply, unless the individual has
been removed from the custody of their parents or other relative by court order, has
been court ordered to an institution, has been emancipated, has reached eighteen (18)
years of age, or legal custody has been given to someone else. (For ARKids, See MS C-
115, E-240 for procedures on who can apply in these situations.)

The particular age requirements for each eligibility group are listed in MS Section B.



Medical Services - Glossary

MS Manual 06/01/2026

Fictive Kin -

Relationship assignment given by the Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
when there is an individual who is not related by birth, adoption, or marriage to a child,
but who has an emotionally significant relationship with the child.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 875 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/10/25
95th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 2025 HOUSE BILL 1063

By: Representatives J. Mayberry, Ray
By: Senator Crowell

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE
EXPERIENCE PROGRAM ACT; TO AMEND THE DEFINITIONS OF
"DISABILITY CERTIFICATION" AND "ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL"
TO CHANGE THE DISABILITY ONSET AGE FROM TWENTY-SIX TO
FORTY-SIX; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE
EXPERIENCE PROGRAM ACT; AND TO AMEND THE
DEFINITIONS OF "DISABILITY
CERTIFICATION" AND "ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL"
TO CHANGE DISABILITY ONSET AGE FROM
TWENTY-SIX TO FORTY-SIX.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 20-3-103(4), concerning the definition of
"disability certification" under the Achieving a Better Life Experience
Program Act, is amended to read as follows:

(4) “Disability certification” means, with respect to an
individual, a certification to the satisfaction of the United States
Secretary of the Treasury by the individual or the parent or guardian of the
individual that:

(A) Certifies that:
(i) (a)(l) The individual has a medically
determinable physical or mental impairment that:

(A) Results in marked and severe
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As Engrossed: H3/10/25 HB1063

functional limitations; and
(B) Can be expected to result in
death; or
(2) Has lasted or can be expected to
last for a continuous period of not less than twelve (12) months; or
(b) The individual is blind within the meaning

of § 161l4(a)(2) of the Social Security Act; and

(ii) The blindness or disability occurred before the
individual attained twenty-six—{26) forty-six (46) years of age; and

(B) Includes a copy of the individual’s diagnosis relating

to the individual’s relevant impairment or impairments, signed by a physician

meeting the criteria of § 1861(r)(l) of the Social Security Act;

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 20-3-103(5), concerning the definition of
"eligible individual" under the Achieving a Better Life Experience Program
Act, is amended to read as follows:

(5) “Eligible individual” means an individual who for a taxable
year:
(A) Is entitled to benefits based on blindness or
disability under Title II or Title XVI of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 301 et seq., and the blindness or disability is a preexisting condition
that occurred before the date on which the individual attained twenty-six

{26) forty-six (46) years of age; or

(B) Has a disability certification filed with the United

States Secretary of the Treasury for the taxable year;

SECTION 3. DO NOT CODIFY. Effective date.

This act is effective on and after January 1, 2026.

/s/J. Mayberry

APPROVED: 4/17/25
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