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STATE OF ARKANSAS 
SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS 

GOVERNOR 

Request for Governor's Approval of Proposed Rule or Regulation 

Department /Agency: ________________________________________________ 

Short Title of Rule:  _____________________________________________ 

New Rule: □ Yes □ No 

State Mandate: □ Yes □ No 

Amendment to Existing Rule: □ Yes □ No 

Federal Mandate: □ Yes □ No 
If yes, please provide the legal citation of the mandate:____________________ 

Legal Authority for Rule: __________________________________________ 

Proposed Effective Date: ___________________ 

Emergency Rule: □ Yes □ No Expedited Rule Requested: □ Yes □ No 

Summary of Proposed New Rule or Proposed Amendment to Existing Rule: 

Financial Impact:  □ Yes □ No □ Unknown; If yes or unknown, please explain: 

Public Hearing Occurred on Rule: □ Yes □ No 

Controversial: □ Yes □ No 
If yes, please explain and provide detail of expected opposition. 
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□ BLR Questionnaire
□ BLR Financial Impact Statement
□ Proposed Rule - clean version
□ Mark-Up of Rule, if amended from previous version
□ Copy of Act or Regulation, if Rule is pursuant to State or Federal mandate

 Contact Information

Department POC for Rules Process: 

Department POC for this Rule:  

NOTE: All documents must be returned to the Governor’s Counsel as a single PDF file. 

First Rule Repealed:
Brief explanation of why repeal is appropriate:

Second Rule Repealed:
Brief explanation of why repeal is appropriate:

Documents Required for Approval Process 
Please note that the Governor’s office will not begin the approval process if any of 
the following applicable documents are not enclosed with the approval request. 

Two Rules Repealed:     Exception from the Governor:



Revised May 2023 

Page 1 of 7 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR FILING PROPOSED RULES WITH 
THE ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT______________________________________________________________________ 
BOARD/COMMISSION_______________________________________________________________ 
BOARD/COMMISSION DIRECTOR____________________________________________________ 
CONTACT PERSON__________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE NO.____________________  EMAIL_____________________________________________ 
NAME OF PRESENTER(S) AT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRESENTER EMAIL(S)_______________________________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS 

In order to file a proposed rule for legislative review and approval, please submit this Legislative 
Questionnaire and Financial Impact Statement, and attach (1) a summary of the rule, describing 
what the rule does, the rule changes being proposed, and the reason for those changes; (2) both a 
markup and clean copy of the rule; and (3) all documents required by the Questionnaire. 

If the rule is being filed for permanent promulgation, please email these items to the attention 
of Rebecca Miller-Rice, miller-ricer@blr.arkansas.gov, for submission to the Administrative 
Rules Subcommittee. 

If the rule is being filed for emergency promulgation, please email these items to the attention of 
Director Marty Garrity, garritym@blr.arkansas.gov, for submission to the Executive 
Subcommittee. 

Please answer each question completely using layman terms. 

************************************************************************************* 
1. What is the official title of this rule?

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the subject of the proposed rule?  _____________________________________________

3. Is this rule being filed under the emergency provisions of the Arkansas Administrative Procedure
Act?  Yes         No

If yes, please attach the statement required by Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(c)(1).

If yes, will this emergency rule be promulgated under the permanent provisions of the Arkansas
Administrative Procedure Act?  Yes            No
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5.

Is this rule being filed for permanent promulgation?  Yes  No

If yes, was this rule previously reviewed and approved under the emergency provisions of the 
Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act?  Yes        No

If yes, what was the effective date of the emergency rule? ________________________________ 

On what date does the emergency rule expire?_________________________________________ 

NoIs this rule required to comply with a federal statute, rule, or regulation?  Yes 

If yes, please provide the federal statute, rule, and/or regulation citation.     

6. Is this rule required to comply with a state statute or rule?  Yes No

If yes, please provide the state statute and/or rule citation.

8. Is this a new rule?  Yes  No

Does this repeal an existing rule?  Yes  No
If yes, the proposed repeal should be designated by strikethrough.  If it is being replaced with a
new rule, please attach both the proposed rule to be repealed and the replacement rule.

Is this an amendment to an existing rule?  Yes         No
If yes, all changes should be indicated by strikethrough and underline.  In addition, please be
sure to label the markup copy clearly as the markup.

7. Are two (2) rules being repealed in accord with Executive Order 23-02?    Yes     No 

If yes, please list the rules being repealed.
If no, please explain.
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10. Is the proposed rule the result of any recent legislation by the Arkansas General Assembly?
Yes No

If yes, please provide the year of the act(s) and act number(s).

11. What is the reason for this proposed rule?  Why is it necessary?

9. 
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What is the state law that grants the agency its rulemaking authority for the proposed rule, 
outside of the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act?  Please provide the specific Arkansas 
Code citation(s), including subsection(s).
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12. Please provide the web address by which the proposed rule can be accessed by the public as
provided in Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-108(b)(1).

13. Will a public hearing be held on this proposed rule?  Yes        No

If yes, please complete the following:

Date:________________________________________________________________________

Time:________________________________________________________________________

Place:________________________________________________________________________

Please be sure to advise Bureau Staff if this information changes for any reason.

14. On what date does the public comment period expire for the permanent promulgation of the rule?
Please provide the specific date.  ____________________________________________________

15. What is the proposed effective date for this rule?_______________________________________

16. Please attach (1) a copy of the notice required under Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(a)(1) and
(2)proof of the publication of that notice.

17. Please attach proof of filing the rule with the Secretary of State, as required by Ark. Code Ann.
§ 25-15-204(e)(1)(A).

18. Please give the names of persons, groups, or organizations that you anticipate will comment on
these rules.  Please also provide their position (for or against), if known.

19. Is the rule expected to be controversial?  Yes        No 

If yes, please explain.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS COMPLETELY. 

DEPARTMENT______________________________________________________________________ 
BOARD/COMMISSION_______________________________________________________________ 
PERSON COMPLETING THIS STATEMENT____________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE NO._______________ EMAIL _____________________________________________ 

To comply with Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(e), please complete the Financial Impact Statement and 
email it with the questionnaire, summary, markup and clean copy of the rule, and other documents.  
Please attach additional pages, if necessary. 

TITLE OF THIS RULE________________________________________________________________ 

1. Does this proposed, amended, or repealed rule have a financial impact?
Yes       No

2. Is the rule based on the best reasonably obtainable scientific, technical, economic, or other
evidence and information available concerning the need for, consequences of, and alternatives to
the rule?
Yes            No

3. In consideration of the alternatives to this rule, was this rule determined by the agency to be the
least costly rule considered?  Yes        No

If no, please explain:

(a) how the additional benefits of the more costly rule justify its additional cost;

(b) the reason for adoption of the more costly rule;

(c) whether the reason for adoption of the more costly rule is based on the interests of public
health, safety, or welfare, and if so, how; and

(d) whether the reason for adoption of the more costly rule is within the scope of the agency’s
statutory authority, and if so, how.

4. If the purpose of this rule is to implement a federal rule or regulation, please state the following:

(a) What is the cost to implement the federal rule or regulation?
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Current Fiscal Year Next Fiscal Year 

General Revenue_________________ General Revenue________________  
Federal Funds___________________ Federal Funds___________________ 
Cash Funds_____________________ Cash Funds_____________________ 
Special Revenue_________________ Special Revenue_________________ 
Other (Identify)__________________ Other (Identify)__________________ 

Total__________________________ Total__________________________ 

(b) What is the additional cost of the state rule?

Current Fiscal Year Next Fiscal Year 

General Revenue_________________ General Revenue________________  
Federal Funds___________________ Federal Funds___________________ 
Cash Funds_____________________ Cash Funds_____________________ 
Special Revenue_________________ Special Revenue_________________ 
Other (Identify)__________________ Other (Identify)__________________ 

Total__________________________ Total__________________________ 

5. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to any private individual, private entity, or private
business subject to the proposed, amended, or repealed rule?  Please identify those subject to the
rule, and explain how they are affected.
Current Fiscal Year    Next Fiscal Year
$__________________ $_________________

6. What is the total estimated cost by fiscal year to a state, county, or municipal government to
implement this rule?  Is this the cost of the program or grant?  Please explain how the government
is affected.
Current Fiscal Year        Next Fiscal Year
$__________________      $__________________
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7. With respect to the agency’s answers to Questions #5 and #6 above, is there a new or increased
cost or obligation of at least one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) per year to a private
individual, private entity, private business, state government, county government, municipal
government, or to two (2) or more of those entities combined?

Yes          No

If yes, the agency is required by Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204(e)(4) to file written findings at the
time of filing the financial impact statement.  The written findings shall be filed simultaneously
with the financial impact statement and shall include, without limitation, the following:

(1) a statement of the rule’s basis and purpose;

(2) the problem the agency seeks to address with the proposed rule, including a statement of
whether a rule is required by statute;

(3) a description of the factual evidence that:
(a) justifies the agency’s need for the proposed rule; and
(b) describes how the benefits of the rule meet the relevant statutory objectives and justify
the rule’s costs;

(4) a list of less costly alternatives to the proposed rule and the reasons why the alternatives do not
adequately address the problem to be solved by the proposed rule;

(5) a list of alternatives to the proposed rule that were suggested as a result of public comment and
the reasons why the alternatives do not adequately address the problem to be solved by the
proposed rule;

(6) a statement of whether existing rules have created or contributed to the problem the agency
seeks to address with the proposed rule and, if existing rules have created or contributed to the
problem, an explanation of why amendment or repeal of the rule creating or contributing to the
problem is not a sufficient response; and

(7) an agency plan for review of the rule no less than every ten (10) years to determine whether,
based upon the evidence, there remains a need for the rule including, without limitation, whether:

(a) the rule is achieving the statutory objectives;
(b) the benefits of the rule continue to justify its costs; and
(c) the rule can be amended or repealed to reduce costs while continuing to achieve the
statutory objectives.



Summary and Basis for Rule Promulgation 

Pursuant to Act 841 of 2023, the Arkansas State Fire Marshal within the Office of Fire 
Protection Services shall adopt rules for the administration of the Arkansas Comprehensive Fire 
Protection Act of 1993.  The State Fire Marshal shall adopt rules for the keeping, storing, using, 
manufacture, selling, handling, transportation, or other disposition of highly inflammable 
materials and rubbish, gunpowder, dynamite, crude petroleum or any of its products, explosives 
or compounds, or any other explosive, including fireworks, and firecrackers, and he or she may 
prescribe the materials and construction of receptacles and buildings to be used for any of those 
purposes. The rules initially promulgated by the Division of Arkansas State Police regarding fire 
enforcement, the Fire Prevention Act, § 12-13-101 et seq. or the Arkansas Fire Code remain in 
effect until adopted by the State Fire Marshal as rules of the Office of Fire Protection Services.  
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MIKE HAGAR 
SECRETARY 

STATE OF ARKANSAS  
GOVERNOR SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

A.J. GARY 
DIRECTOR 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code ("AFPC'' or "Fire Code" or "Code'') 2021 edition, 
which supersedes the 2012 edition, has been developed to assist in preventing and 
controlling fires in and outside of structures in the State of Arkansas. The proper use of 
this Code can result in saving lives and property through the prevention of fires in our 
state. 
The State Fire Marshal’s Office I encourages Arkansas cities and counties to join with 
the Arkansas State Fire Marshal's Office in our effort to enforce the AFPC by adopting 
the Fire Code as a local ordinance. The adoption of the AFPC 2021 edition is important, 
and it is my the hope that every citizen will use this Code to their fullest advantage in fire 
prevention. 

ORDER 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Fire Marshal by Act 841 of 2023 (§20-22-
1010), these rules are promulgated as originally adopted by the Director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Police by Section 6 of Act 254 of 1955 (A.C.A. §12-13-105)., as amended, 
I promulgate these rules for the prevention of fire hazards in the State of Arkansas. The 
rules are set out in detail in the copy attached hereto. These Rules become effective ten 
days after the date of final filing with the Secretary of State’s Office. 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that said rules are to become effective January 1, 2023, 
in compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act of the State of Arkansas (A.C.A. 
§25-15-201 through §25-15-214) and shall be known as the Arkansas Fire Prevention
Code, 2021 edition.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto affixed my signature as Director of the 
Department of Arkansas State Police this June 20, 2022. 

Colonel William J. Bryant 
Director, Arkansas State Police and 
Arkansas Department of Public Safety 



FOREWORD 
The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code was developed using the nationally and internationally 
recognized and accepted International Fire Code, International Building Code and 
International Residential Code, with revisions based on recommendations from Arkansas-
based subject matter experts. 

There are countless individuals who contributed to the 2021 successful revision of the 
Arkansas Fire Prevention Code. The following Arkansans unselfishly devoted their time 
and expertise to serve on the informal Arkansas Fire Prevention Code Revision 
Committee. The State Fire Marshal's Office extends its heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated 
in the revision process: 

Wally Bailey, Director of Community Development, City of Fort Smith  
James Birchfield, Senior Manager, Fire Code Compliance, Walmart  
Barry Burke, Inspector, State Fire Marshal's Office  
Brian Cotton, Associate Vice Chancellor of Operations, UAMS, Design and Construction 
Charles Covington, Chief State Electrical Inspector, AR Department of Labor  
Jimmie Deer, Building Official, City of Fort Smith  
Roderick Edwards, President, Triple-S Alarm Co., Inc.  
James Engstrom, President, H. James Engstrom and Associates, Inc.  
Jake Feemster, Fire Marshal, Bentonville Fire Department  
Steven Ferren, Executive Vice President, Arkansas Oil Marketers Association  
Dennis Free, Inspector, State Fire Marshal's Office 
Dustin Free, Captain, North Little Rock Fire Department  
(William) Guy Grady, Fire Inspector, Searcy Fire Department  
Paul Hankins, Area Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Human Services Child Care Licensing Division 
J.D. Harper, Executive Director, Arkansas Manufactured Housing Association
Jimmy Hart, Judge, Conway County Judge
Joe Hillard, Director of Engineering, Cromwell Architects & Engineers
Lorel Hoffman, President, Austin Permit Services
Joseph Jerabeck, Captain, Rogers Fire Department
Kevin Lang, Fire Chief, Paragould Fire Department
Chris A. Lorton, Commercial Building Inspector, City of Rogers
Robert Medford, Fire Chief, Camden Fire Department
Duane Miller, Fire Marshal, Springdale Fire Department
Robert Morgan, Inspector Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
Michael Moyer, Captain, ASP/Regulatory and Building Operations
Kevin Pfalser, Director, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Board
Tim Quetsch, Engineer, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
Jerry Robinson, Fire Marshal, North Little Rock Fire Department
Bill Rumsey, Captain, Rogers Fire Department, Community Risk Reduction Division
Mike Scott, Chief Building Official, City of Hot Springs
Brian Sloat, Fire Marshal, Fayetteville Fire Department
Matthew Swaim, Architect, WER Architects/Planners
Darrell Tessman, Assistant Director, ADE Facilities and Transportation

RECEIVED
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Clayton Vaden, Architect, Lewis Architects Engineers 
Phil Watkins, Building Official, City of Searcy 
Mark Wheeler, Vice President/District Manager, VSC Fire and Security 
Mark Whitaker, Plan Reviewer, State Fire Marshal's Office 
Jason Wills, Fire Marshal, Jonesboro Fire Department 
Keith Wingfield, President, River Rock Builders 

The intent of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code is to reduce the number of fires in Arkansas 
and reduce the number of other hazard-related concerns. The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code 
establishes minimum rules dealing with fire and building safety. 
Written communications for the State Fire Marshal's Office should be directed to: 

State Fire Marshal’s Office  
Division of Arkansas State Police 
Arkansas Department of Public Safety 
1 State Police Plaza Drive  
Little Rock, AR 72209 
Office of Fire Protection Services 
Arkansas Division of Emergency Management 
Building 9501 
Camp Robinson 
North Little Rock, AR 72199 

The State Fire Marshal's Office can be contacted by telephone at (501)-683-6740. 501-618-
8624 (until further notice). The fax number for the State Fire Marshal's Office is (501)-618-
8621 (until further notice). 

Major Lindsey Williams  
State Fire Marshal's Office 
Division of Arkansas State Police  
Arkansas Department of Public Safety 



STATE OF ARKANSAS 
ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE RULES 

2021 EDITION 
DEFINITIONS 

 Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Fire Marshal by Act 841 of 2023 (§20-22-
1010), these rules are promulgated as originally adopted by the Director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Police pursuant to by Section 6 of Act 254 of 1.955 (A.C.A. §12-13-105). 
These Rules are promulgated by the Director of the Division of Arkansas State Police, who 
serves by operation of law as the Arkansas State Fire Marshal under the authority granted by 
Arkansas Act 254 of 1995, codified at A.C.A. § 12-13-101 to A.C.A. §12-13-116, as 
amended. The purpose of these Rules is to aid in the implementation, interpretation and 
enforcement of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code (AFPC), 2021 edition. 

 The International Fire Code, 2021 edition, the International Building Code, 2021 edition, 
and the International Residential Code, 2021 edition, as published by the International 
Code Council and the rules, as amended and adopted by the Arkansas State Fire Marshal, 
shall constitute the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, 2021 edition. These Rules become 
effective ten days after the date of final filing with the Secretary of State’s Office. These 
Rules shall be effective January 1, 2023. 

The following shall be defined as: 
INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE shall mean the Arkansas State Plumbing Code. 

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL CODE is replaced by "Arkansas Department 
of Health Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Onsite Wastewater Systems." 

INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE shall mean the mechanical code for Arkansas. 

INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE shall mean the Arkansas State Gas Code.  

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE shall mean the Arkansas Energy Code. 

 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume I.  

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume II. 

INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume 
II. 

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE shall mean the electrical code for the State of Arkansas. 

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean any governmental official having authority to enforce that aspect 
of the code. 

Dotted lines in the margin indicate Arkansas Revisions.    • 
• 

 • 

Solid stars in the margin indicate Arkansas deletions.       * 
* 
*
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STATE OF ARKANSAS 
ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE RULES 

2021 EDITION 

Volume 1:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIF2021P1 
Volume 2:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1 
Volume 3:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIF2021P1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1
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MIKE HAGAR 
SECRETARY 

STATE OF ARKANSAS  
GOVERNOR SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

A.J. GARY 
DIRECTOR 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code ("AFPC'' or "Fire Code" or "Code'') 2021 edition, 
which supersedes the 2012 edition, has been developed to assist in preventing and 
controlling fires in and outside of structures in the State of Arkansas. The proper use of 
this Code can result in saving lives and property through the prevention of fires in our 
state. 
The State Fire Marshal’s Office encourages Arkansas cities and counties to join with the 
Arkansas State Fire Marshal's Office in our effort to enforce the AFPC by adopting the 
Fire Code as a local ordinance. The adoption of the AFPC 2021 edition is important, and 
it is the hope that every citizen will use this Code to their fullest advantage in fire 
prevention. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Fire Marshal by Act 841 of 2023 (§20-22-
1010), these rules are promulgated as originally adopted by the Director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Police by Section 6 of Act 254 of 1955 (A.C.A. §12-13-105). These Rules 
become effective ten days after the date of final filing with the Secretary of State’s Office. 
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FOREWORD 
The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code was developed using the nationally and internationally 
recognized and accepted International Fire Code, International Building Code and 
International Residential Code, with revisions based on recommendations from Arkansas 
based subject matter experts. 

There are countless individuals who contributed to the 2021 successful revision of the 
Arkansas Fire Prevention Code. The following Arkansans unselfishly devoted their time 
and expertise to serve on the informal Arkansas Fire Prevention Code Revision 
Committee. The State Fire Marshal's Office extends its heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated 
in the revision process: 

Wally Bailey, Director of Community Development, City of Fort Smith  
James Birchfield, Senior Manager, Fire Code Compliance, Walmart  
Barry Burke, Inspector, State Fire Marshal's Office  
Brian Cotton, Associate Vice Chancellor of Operations, UAMS, Design and Construction 
Charles Covington, Chief State Electrical Inspector, AR Department of Labor  
Jimmie Deer, Building Official, City of Fort Smith  
Roderick Edwards, President, Triple-S Alarm Co., Inc.  
James Engstrom, President, H. James Engstrom and Associates, Inc.  
Jake Feemster, Fire Marshal, Bentonville Fire Department  
Steven Ferren, Executive Vice President, Arkansas Oil Marketers Association  
Dennis Free, Inspector, State Fire Marshal's Office 
Dustin Free, Captain, North Little Rock Fire Department  
(William) Guy Grady, Fire Inspector, Searcy Fire Department  
Paul Hankins, Area Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Human Services Child Care Licensing Division 
J.D. Harper, Executive Director, Arkansas Manufactured Housing Association
Jimmy Hart, Judge, Conway County Judge
Joe Hillard, Director of Engineering, Cromwell Architects & Engineers
Lorel Hoffman, President, Austin Permit Services
Joseph Jerabeck, Captain, Rogers Fire Department
Kevin Lang, Fire Chief, Paragould Fire Department
Chris A. Lorton, Commercial Building Inspector, City of Rogers
Robert Medford, Fire Chief, Camden Fire Department
Duane Miller, Fire Marshal, Springdale Fire Department
Robert Morgan, Inspector Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
Michael Moyer, Captain, ASP/Regulatory and Building Operations
Kevin Pfalser, Director, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Board
Tim Quetsch, Engineer, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
Jerry Robinson, Fire Marshal, North Little Rock Fire Department
Bill Rumsey, Captain, Rogers Fire Department, Community Risk Reduction Division
Mike Scott, Chief Building Official, City of Hot Springs
Brian Sloat, Fire Marshal, Fayetteville Fire Department
Matthew Swaim, Architect, WER Architects/Planners
Darrell Tessman, Assistant Director, ADE Facilities and Transportation



Clayton Vaden, Architect, Lewis Architects Engineers 
Phil Watkins, Building Official, City of Searcy 
Mark Wheeler, Vice President/District Manager, VSC Fire and Security 
Mark Whitaker, Plan Reviewer, State Fire Marshal's Office 
Jason Wills, Fire Marshal, Jonesboro Fire Department 
Keith Wingfield, President, River Rock Builders 

The intent of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code is to reduce the number of fires in Arkansas 
and reduce the number of other hazard-related concerns. The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code 
establishes minimum rules dealing with fire and building safety. 
Written communications for the State Fire Marshal's Office should be directed to: 

State Fire Marshal’s Office  
Office of Fire Protection Services 
Arkansas Division of Emergency Management 
Building 9501 
Camp Robinson 
North Little Rock, AR 72199 

The State Fire Marshal's Office can be contacted by telephone at (501)-683-6740. 



STATE OF ARKANSAS 
ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE RULES 

2021 EDITION 

DEFINITIONS 

 Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Fire Marshal by Act 841 of 2023 (§20-22-
1010), these rules are promulgated as originally adopted by the Director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Police pursuant to by Section 6 of Act 254 of 1.955 (A.C.A. §12-13-105).  

 The International Fire Code, 2021 edition, the International Building Code, 2021 edition, 
and the International Residential Code, 2021 edition, as published by the International 
Code Council and the rules, as amended and adopted by the Arkansas State Fire Marshal, 
shall constitute the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, 2021 edition. These Rules become 
effective ten days after the date of final filing with the Secretary of State’s Office.  

The following shall be defined as: 
INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE shall mean the Arkansas State Plumbing Code. 

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL CODE is replaced by "Arkansas Department 
of Health Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Onsite Wastewater Systems." 

INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE shall mean the mechanical code for Arkansas. 

INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE shall mean the Arkansas State Gas Code.  

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE shall mean the Arkansas Energy Code. 

 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume I.  

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume II. 

INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume 
II. 

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE shall mean the electrical code for the State of Arkansas. 

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean any governmental official having authority to enforce that aspect 
of the code. 

Dotted lines in the margin indicate Arkansas Revisions.    • 
• 

 • 

Solid stars in the margin indicate Arkansas deletions.       * 
* 
*
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STATE OF ARKANSAS 
ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE RULES 

2021 EDITION 

Volume 1:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIF2021P1   
Volume 2:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1 
Volume 3:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIF2021P1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1
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MIKE HAGAR 
SECRETARY 

STATE OF ARKANSAS  
GOVERNOR SARAH HUCKABEE SANDERS 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

A.J. GARY 
DIRECTOR 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code ("AFPC'' or "Fire Code" or "Code'') 2021 edition, 
which supersedes the 2012 edition, has been developed to assist in preventing and 
controlling fires in and outside of structures in the State of Arkansas. The proper use of 
this Code can result in saving lives and property through the prevention of fires in our 
state. 
The State Fire Marshal’s Office I encourages Arkansas cities and counties to join with 
the Arkansas State Fire Marshal's Office in our effort to enforce the AFPC by adopting 
the Fire Code as a local ordinance. The adoption of the AFPC 2021 edition is important, 
and it is my the hope that every citizen will use this Code to their fullest advantage in fire 
prevention. 

ORDER 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Fire Marshal by Act 841 of 2023 (§20-22-
1010), these rules are promulgated as originally adopted by the Director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Police by Section 6 of Act 254 of 1955 (A.C.A. §12-13-105)., as amended, 
I promulgate these rules for the prevention of fire hazards in the State of Arkansas. The 
rules are set out in detail in the copy attached hereto. These Rules become effective ten 
days after the date of final filing with the Secretary of State’s Office. 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that said rules are to become effective January 1, 2023, 
in compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act of the State of Arkansas (A.C.A. 
§25-15-201 through §25-15-214) and shall be known as the Arkansas Fire Prevention
Code, 2021 edition.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto affixed my signature as Director of the 
Department of Arkansas State Police this June 20, 2022. 

Colonel William J. Bryant 
Director, Arkansas State Police and 
Arkansas Department of Public Safety 



FOREWORD 
The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code was developed using the nationally and internationally 
recognized and accepted International Fire Code, International Building Code and 
International Residential Code, with revisions based on recommendations from Arkansas-
based subject matter experts. 

There are countless individuals who contributed to the 2021 successful revision of the 
Arkansas Fire Prevention Code. The following Arkansans unselfishly devoted their time 
and expertise to serve on the informal Arkansas Fire Prevention Code Revision 
Committee. The State Fire Marshal's Office extends its heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated 
in the revision process: 

Wally Bailey, Director of Community Development, City of Fort Smith  
James Birchfield, Senior Manager, Fire Code Compliance, Walmart  
Barry Burke, Inspector, State Fire Marshal's Office  
Brian Cotton, Associate Vice Chancellor of Operations, UAMS, Design and Construction 
Charles Covington, Chief State Electrical Inspector, AR Department of Labor  
Jimmie Deer, Building Official, City of Fort Smith  
Roderick Edwards, President, Triple-S Alarm Co., Inc.  
James Engstrom, President, H. James Engstrom and Associates, Inc.  
Jake Feemster, Fire Marshal, Bentonville Fire Department  
Steven Ferren, Executive Vice President, Arkansas Oil Marketers Association  
Dennis Free, Inspector, State Fire Marshal's Office 
Dustin Free, Captain, North Little Rock Fire Department  
(William) Guy Grady, Fire Inspector, Searcy Fire Department  
Paul Hankins, Area Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Human Services Child Care Licensing Division 
J.D. Harper, Executive Director, Arkansas Manufactured Housing Association
Jimmy Hart, Judge, Conway County Judge
Joe Hillard, Director of Engineering, Cromwell Architects & Engineers
Lorel Hoffman, President, Austin Permit Services
Joseph Jerabeck, Captain, Rogers Fire Department
Kevin Lang, Fire Chief, Paragould Fire Department
Chris A. Lorton, Commercial Building Inspector, City of Rogers
Robert Medford, Fire Chief, Camden Fire Department
Duane Miller, Fire Marshal, Springdale Fire Department
Robert Morgan, Inspector Supervisor, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
Michael Moyer, Captain, ASP/Regulatory and Building Operations
Kevin Pfalser, Director, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Board
Tim Quetsch, Engineer, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
Jerry Robinson, Fire Marshal, North Little Rock Fire Department
Bill Rumsey, Captain, Rogers Fire Department, Community Risk Reduction Division
Mike Scott, Chief Building Official, City of Hot Springs
Brian Sloat, Fire Marshal, Fayetteville Fire Department
Matthew Swaim, Architect, WER Architects/Planners
Darrell Tessman, Assistant Director, ADE Facilities and Transportation

RECEIVED
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Clayton Vaden, Architect, Lewis Architects Engineers 
Phil Watkins, Building Official, City of Searcy 
Mark Wheeler, Vice President/District Manager, VSC Fire and Security 
Mark Whitaker, Plan Reviewer, State Fire Marshal's Office 
Jason Wills, Fire Marshal, Jonesboro Fire Department 
Keith Wingfield, President, River Rock Builders 

The intent of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code is to reduce the number of fires in Arkansas 
and reduce the number of other hazard-related concerns. The Arkansas Fire Prevention Code 
establishes minimum rules dealing with fire and building safety. 
Written communications for the State Fire Marshal's Office should be directed to: 

State Fire Marshal’s Office  
Division of Arkansas State Police 
Arkansas Department of Public Safety 
1 State Police Plaza Drive  
Little Rock, AR 72209 
Office of Fire Protection Services 
Arkansas Division of Emergency Management 
Building 9501 
Camp Robinson 
North Little Rock, AR 72199 

The State Fire Marshal's Office can be contacted by telephone at (501)-683-6740. 501-618-
8624 (until further notice). The fax number for the State Fire Marshal's Office is (501)-618-
8621 (until further notice). 

Major Lindsey Williams  
State Fire Marshal's Office 
Division of Arkansas State Police  
Arkansas Department of Public Safety 



STATE OF ARKANSAS 
ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE RULES 

2021 EDITION 
DEFINITIONS 

 Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Fire Marshal by Act 841 of 2023 (§20-22-
1010), these rules are promulgated as originally adopted by the Director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Police pursuant to by Section 6 of Act 254 of 1.955 (A.C.A. §12-13-105). 
These Rules are promulgated by the Director of the Division of Arkansas State Police, who 
serves by operation of law as the Arkansas State Fire Marshal under the authority granted by 
Arkansas Act 254 of 1995, codified at A.C.A. § 12-13-101 to A.C.A. §12-13-116, as 
amended. The purpose of these Rules is to aid in the implementation, interpretation and 
enforcement of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code (AFPC), 2021 edition. 

 The International Fire Code, 2021 edition, the International Building Code, 2021 edition, 
and the International Residential Code, 2021 edition, as published by the International 
Code Council and the rules, as amended and adopted by the Arkansas State Fire Marshal, 
shall constitute the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, 2021 edition. These Rules become 
effective ten days after the date of final filing with the Secretary of State’s Office. These 
Rules shall be effective January 1, 2023. 

The following shall be defined as: 
INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE shall mean the Arkansas State Plumbing Code. 

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL CODE is replaced by "Arkansas Department 
of Health Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Onsite Wastewater Systems." 

INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE shall mean the mechanical code for Arkansas. 

INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE shall mean the Arkansas State Gas Code.  

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE shall mean the Arkansas Energy Code. 

 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume I.  

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume II. 

INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE shall mean the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, Volume 
II. 

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE shall mean the electrical code for the State of Arkansas. 

BUILDING OFFICIAL shall mean any governmental official having authority to enforce that aspect 
of the code. 

Dotted lines in the margin indicate Arkansas Revisions.    • 
• 

 • 

Solid stars in the margin indicate Arkansas deletions.       * 
* 
*
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STATE OF ARKANSAS 
ARKANSAS FIRE PREVENTION CODE RULES 

2021 EDITION 

Volume 1:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIF2021P1 
Volume 2:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1 
Volume 3:    https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIF2021P1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ARFPCVIIB2021P1
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