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ARKANSAS DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
RULES GOVERNING STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION OF ARKANSAS

PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Effective Date: May 22022

1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY

2.00

3.00

1.01  These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education Rules Governing the Standards for Accreditation of
Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts.

1.02  These rules are promulgated pursuant to Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code §§ 6-11-
105, 6-15-202, 6-15-203, 6-15-207, 6-15-208, 6-15-209, and 25-15-201 et seq.

PURPOSE

2.01 These rules are to set forth the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas to all
public schools and public school districts and to apply the Standards for
Accreditation to all public schools and public school districts for the purpose of
determining accreditation of the school and district.

2.02  These rules describe the minimum requirements and process whereby from which

Arkansas public schools and public school districts are accredited, the process
whereby to cite Arkansas public schools and public school districts wil-be-eited
or plaeed otherwise place the foregoing in probationary status for failure to meet
the Standards for Accreditation, and to set forth the enforcement actions that may
be applied to Arkansas public schools and public school districts that fail to meet
the Standards for Accreditation.

DEFINITIONS —Forpurposes-of-these Rudes—thefoHow s termsean:

3.01

“Career-ready pathways” means a sequence of courses and activities to prepare

students for success after high school that includes the minimum academic core, a
sequence of career and technical education courses in a program of study aligned

with high-wage, high-demand jobs in Arkansas, and the opportunity to earn a
credential of value.

304+ 3.02 “Aeeredited—Cited” means the status assigned to a public school or public

school district that fails to meet any Standard identified by a “C” as being a cited
violation in these rules.

3-02 3.03 “Enforcement action” means the intervention of the State to require

compliance of a public school or a public school district that fails to meet the
Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts.
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303 3.04 “Aeeredited—Probation" means the status assigned to a public school or
public school district that fails to meet any Standard identified by a “P” as being a
probationary violation in these rules or fails to correct a violation by the specified
deadline for which it acquired cited status.

3.05304 "Public school" means:

3.05.1 3041 A school operated by a public school district; or

3.05.2 3:04.2—An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined in Atk—Cede
Ann: Arkansas Code § 6-23-103.

3.06 3-05 “Public school district” means:

3.06.1 3:65-F A geographic area that qualifies as a taxing unit for purposes of ad
valorem property taxes under Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code § 26-1-101
et seq. and Arkansas Constitution, Article 14, § 3, and is either:

3.06.1.1 3:05++ Governed by an elected board of directors; or

3.06.1.23:054+2 Under the administrative control of the State Board
or the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary
Education in place of an elected board of directors; or

3.06.2 3-852 An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined in Ask—Cede
Ann: Arkansas Code § 6-23-103.

3.07-3:06- “Standards for Accreditation” means the series of requirements that
specify what a public school or public school district shall meet in order to be
fully accredited by the Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education_as outlined in Appendix A of this rule.

3.08 3:67 “Written curriculum” includes identified sequences of student learning
expectations, pacing, materials and resources used to teach the Arkansas
Academic Standards and processes for evaluating mastery of the standards at
particular points in time throughout the K—12 educational program.
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4.00 BI-ANNUAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITATION

4.01 The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education is responsible for the development
of the Standards for Accreditation and shall review these standards at least every two (2) years to
ensure alignment with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the division.

The review process shall include:

5.00

4.01.1 Public notice of the intent to review the Standards. Public notice may include
notice of intent provided at a State Board meeting, on the division’s website, by
Commissioner’s Memo, or the division’s social media;

4:024.01.2  Organization of a committee consisting of Arkansas educators,
administrators, and other stakeholders to review and provide feedback to division
staff regarding the Standards for Accreditation, particularly the Standards found
to have the most violations or in conflict with state law or rules;

4.03-4.01.3  Revision, as needed, of the Standards for Accreditation by division staff;

404 4.01.4 Submission of the revised Standards for Accreditation for review by the
State Board of Education and consideration for release for public comment;

4.054.01.5  Submission to the Senate and House Education Committees for review and
feedback to the State Board of Education; and

f

4.01.6  Review of the Senate and House Education Committee feedback and smake

necessary revisions.

4:074.01.7  Submit Standards for Accreditation to the Board for approval.
CITED STATUS

5.01 A public school district shall be assigned Aeeredited—Cited status when it is
deemed to have failed to meet any standard defined with a district cited status
(“D/C”) in the Standards for Accreditation.

5.02 A public school shall be assigned Aeeredited—Cited status when it is deemed to
have failed to meet any standard defined with a school cited status (“S/C”) in the
Standards for Accreditation.

5.03  No public school or public school district shall maintain Aeeredited—Cited status
for violation of any particular standard for a time period greater than two (2)
consecutive school years including the year the Aeeredited—Cited status is
assigned, unless provided otherwise in these rules.
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5.04  Any public school or public school district that fails to remedy itself from
Aeeredited—Cited status for violation of a particular standard after two (2)
consecutive school years shall be assigned Aeeredited—Probation status.

PROBATIONARY STATUS

6.01 A public school district shall be assigned Aeeredited—Probation status when it is
deemed to have failed to meet any standard defined with a district probationary
status (“D/P”) in the Standards for Accreditation or was in Aeeredited— Cited
status for the same violation the previous two (2) consecutive school years.

6.02 A public school shall be assigned Aeeredited—Probation status when it is deemed
to have failed to meet any standard defined with a school probationary status
(““S/P”) in the Standards for Accreditation or was in Aeeredited—Cited status for
the same violation the previous two (2) consecutive school years.

6.03 A public school or school district may be assigned Probation status if the public
school or school district is deemed to have failed to meet three (3) or more
standards in any one (1) school year, or fails to meet Standards for Accreditation
for three (3) consecutive school years.

6:03 6.04 No public school or public school district shall maintain Aeeredited—
Probation status for violation of any standard for more than two (2) consecutive
school years including the year the Aeeredited—Probation status is assigned.

604 6.05 Any public school or public school district that fails to remedy itself from
Aeeredited—Probation status after the two (2) consecutive school years will be
subject to mandates of Ark—Code-Ann- pursuant to Arkansas Code § 6-15-207
and section 9.00 efthese Rules.

ACCREDITATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS

7.01 A public school or public school district shall be accredited based on compliance
with the Standards for Accreditation and shall be identified as Accredited.

7.02 A material and substantial failure to comply with any state or federal law, rule, or
regulation that interferes with a public school or public school district’s obligation
to provide a general, suitable and efficient education may result in a
recommendation of Aeeredited—Cited or Aeeredited—Probation status.

7.03  Any person who knowingly submits or falsifies information requested or required
by the Division may be subject to licensure action pursuant to Ark—Cede-Ann-
Arkansas Code § 6-17-410 and other relevant state and federal law.

7.04 ACCREDITATION PROCESS
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7.04.1 The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall annually
review all public school and public school district accreditation reports.

7.04.2 The division shall:

7.04.2.1 Investigate any suspected deficiencies in meeting the Standards
for Accreditation.

7.04.2.2 Investigate all written complaints alleging violations of the
Standards for Accreditation received by the division.

7.04.2.3 Conduct additional review of public schools and public school
districts identified as being at risk of failing to meet the
Standards for Accreditation.

7.04.2.4 Conduct an on-site review of public schools and public school
districts whenever the division or State Board of Education
deems necessary.

7.04.3 At any time, a public school or public school district which does not meet
the Standards for Accreditation, as determined by the division, shall be
notified in writing of the deficiency and the timeline for correction. Any
deficiency unresolved shall be reported to the State Beard-ef Edueation
state board for consideration of action.

7.04.4 At any time, but no later than May 1, the division shall notify the public
school district superintendent of the public schools or public school
districts recommended accreditation status.

7.04.5 The State Board-ofEducation state board will review the recommendation
from the division and make the final determination of accreditation status

for the identified public schools or public school districts as outlined in
Section 8.00 oftheserules.

7.04.6 Public schools and public school districts classified as Aeeredited—
Probation for more than two (2) consecutive school years shall be subject
to enforcement actions pursuant to Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-15-
207 and Section 9.00 eftheseRules.

8.00 SPECIFIC TIME FRAME FOR CITATIONS OR PROBATIONS

8.01

A public school or public school district may be placed in Aeeredited— Cited or
Aeeredited—Probation status at any time if any violation of the Standards for
Accreditation has not been corrected or the appropriate documentation detailing
the public school or public school district’s plan, including necessary timelines, to
correct the deficiency is not received by the Division of Elementary and

ADE282-5
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Secondary Education within fifteen (15) calendar days of notification of the
violation.

The division will review the submitted documentation and respond in writing with
the length of time that will be allowed for correction of the deficiency.

The recommended accreditation status will be submitted to the State Board-of
Edueation state board for final approval.

After approval by the State Board-ofEdueation state board, the public school or
public school district will be identified as Accredited, Aeeredited—Cited, or
Aeeredited—Probation. An identification as Aeeredited—Cited or Aceredited—
Probation shall be considered the first year of identification. The identification
will remain in place for the following school year, which shall be considered the
second year of identification.

ENFORCEMENT OF STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION

9.01

9.02

9.03

The State Board of Education may, on its own motion or upon petition from the
division, take any number of the following actions, listed in Section 9.03, to
address a public school or public school district which has failed to meet the
Standards for Accreditation at any time after a public school or public school
district has received notice of being placed in Aeeredited— Probation status
pursuant to Section 7.04.4 eftheserules. The diviston Division of Elementary
and Secondary Education shall petition the State- Beard-efEdueation state board
for enforcement action as allowed by these rules when a public school or public
school district has failed to remedy all probationary violations within the specified
time period for correction.

The State Board-ef Edueation state board shall take at least one of the actions
listed in Section 9.03 to address any public school or public school district that is
identified as Aeeredited—Probation for failing to meet the Standards for
Accreditation for two (2) consecutive school years including the year the
Aeeredited—Probation status was issued, unless the State-Board-ofEducation
state board, at its discretion, issues written findings supported by a majority of the
board, that the public school or public school district could not meet the current
Standards in the required time period due to impossibility caused by external
forces beyond the public school or public school district’s control.

The State Board-of Edueation state board shall be allowed to take the following
actions to address any public school or public school district on Aeeredited—
Probation status for failing to meet the Standards for Accreditation:

9.03.1 Require a public school district to reorganize, or to reassign the
administrative, instructional, or support staff of a public school or public
school district;
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9.03.2 Require a public school or public school district to institute and fully
implement a curriculum that is aligned to the Arkansas Academic
Standards, including providing appropriate professional development at

the-cost-of the-publie sehoel-distriet with the cost of the professional

development to be covered by the public school district;

9.03.3 Remove a particular public school from the jurisdiction of a public school
district and establish alternative public governance and supervision of
such school or schools;

9.03.4 Require a public school district to close down or dissolve a particular
public school or schools within a public school district;

9.03.5 Annex a public school district or districts or parts thereof with another
receiving public school district or districts pursuant to the authority of
Ark—Code-Ann: Arkansas Code § 6-13-1401 et seq.;

9.03.6 Consolidate a public school district or districts or parts thereof with
another public school district or districts or parts thereof to form a
resulting district pursuant to the authority of Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas
Code § 6-13-1401 et seq.;

9.03.7 Reconstitute the leadership of a public school district by removing
permanently or suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the
public school district or any particular board members of a public school
district. The State Board of Education shall have the authority to appoint
an administrator or to call for the election of new school board members to
administer the affairs and provide governance of the public school district,
or both;

9.03.8 Accept a corrective action plan to address the violations of the Standards
for Accreditation and designate the public school or public school district
as being Aeeredited—Corrective Action; or

9.03.9 Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by
the State-Beard-efEdueation state board to assist and address a public
school or public school district failing to meet the Standards for
Accreditation.

10.00 RIGHT OF APPEAL
10.01 In the event a public school or public school district believes the Division of Elementary

and Secondary Education has improperly determined that any public school or public school
district has failed to meet the Standards for Accreditation, the public school district shall have a
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right to file #>s-a written appeal with the office of the Commissioner of Elementary and
Secondary Education.

10.01.1 Any appeal shall be held at an open hearing, and the decision of the State Board
of Education shall be in open session. The appeal must be filed by the school
district no later than fifteen (15) calendar days after the district receives
notification of the division’s determination.

406-602 10.01.2 The following procedures shall apply to State Board-ofEdueation state
board hearings in which the public school district believes the division improperly
determined that the public school or public school district failed to meet the
Standards for Accreditation:

46021+ 10.01.2.1 All persons wishing to testify before the state board shall
first be placed under oath by the chairpersen-ofthe-state-board.

46-02:2 10.01.2.2 The division shall have up to twenty(26) fifteen (15)
minutes to present its case to the state board. The chairpersen-of-the-State
Beard may allow additional time if necessary.

46-:023-10.01.2.3 The appealing public school district shall have up to twenty
20y fifteen (15) minutes to present its case to the state board. The

chairpersen-of-the-State Board may allow additional time if necessary.

46:02-4-10.01.2.4 The state board may pose questions to any party at any time
during the hearing.

40-:6025-10.01.2.5 The state board shall then discuss, deliberate, and vote
upon the matter.

+6-:02-6-10.01.2.6 If deemed necessary, the state board may take the matter
under advisement and announce its decision at a later date, provided that
all discussions, deliberations, and votes upon the matter take place at a
public hearing.

46-02-7-10.01.2.7 The state board shall issue a written order concerning the
matter.

40:03 10.01.3 The State Beard-efEdueation state board may approve the classification
of the public school or public school district accreditation status, as determined by
the division, or it may sustain the appeal of the district.

406:04 10.01.4 Pursuant to Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-15-203, an appeal from the
ruling of the State Boeard-efEdueation state board may be made by a public

school district te-the PalaskiCounty-Cirenit Courtprovided-such-appealismade




A cenex HOOS

TxXgCCy—11oY

pursuant to the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, Ark—Code-Ann-
Arkansas Code § 25-15-201 et seq.

11.00 WAIVER AUTHORITY-ANDPROCESS

11.01 Except as provided by Ask—Ceode-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-15-202(b)(2), the State
Board of Education on its own motion, or on petition from the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education or from a district, may, upon a showing of
just cause in a public hearing of the State Beard-efEdueation state board, grant a
waiver of any Standard for Accreditation for no longer than one (1) school year.
However, no curricula, student performance, school performance, or any standard
required by law may be waived for any time period.

m—l—@—@Q—e{ltheS%Fa}es—ne—La%er—thaﬁ—NLay—}()— A petltlon for a waiver

under section 11.01 shall be filed with the division under the procedures
outlined in the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education Rule

Governing Public School Waivers.

11.02 A waiver of any Standard for Accreditation approved by the State Board-of
Edueation state board shall only apply to the school year in which it was granted.

Fhe-appreved—wairvershallnotapplyto-the nextsehoolyear
12.00 NOTIFICATION TO THE PUBLIC

When any public school or a public school district is determined by the State Board of Education
to be in Aeeredited—Probation or Aeeredited—Corrective Action status for failure to meet the
Standards for Accreditation, the public school district, after exhausting its rights to appeal, shall
publish the accreditation status determination and findings of the State- Beard-efEdueation state
board to the public and the parents or guardians of each student enrolled in the public school or
public school district determined to have failed to meet the Standards for Accreditation.

12.01 The public notice shall be in an understandable and uniform format;
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12.02 Immediately after the State Board-ofEdueation’s state board’s determination, the
public notice shall be published or disseminated:

12.02.1 On the website of the public school district; and

12.02.2 Published at least one (1) time a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a
local newspaper of general circulation in the affected public school
district.

12.03 Documentation of the publication shall be posted on the district website under State
— Required Information until the State Board-of Edueation state board removes the

status.

APPENDIX A - THE STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION

Standard 1: Academics
The academic system of a public school district ensures all students have access to a guaranteed
viable curriculum aligned to the Arkansas Academic Standards for all academic areas.

Standard 1-A Curriculum and Instruction

1-A.1 Each public school district board of directors shall annually adopt and implement
written curriculum aligned to the Arkansas Academic Standards for the operation
of the school district i#n-accordance-with-thelaws-efthe State-of Arkansas-and-the
rles-efthe- Division pursuant to Arkansas law or Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education rules. Reading, writing, speaking, and personal success
skills shall be incorporated into all curriculum areas. (D/C)

1-A.1.1 For Grades K-4, all students shall receive instruction annually in each of
the following content areas (S/P):

1-A.1.1.1 English Language Atrts;

1-A.1.1.2 Mathematics;

1-A.1.1.3 Social Studies;

1-A.1.1.4 Science;

1-A.1.1.5 Fine Arts; and

1-A.1.1.6 Health and Safety Education and Physical Education.

1-A.1.2 For Grades 5-8, all students shall receive instruction annually in each of
the following content areas (S/P):

1-A.1.2.1 English Language Atrts;
1-A.1.2.2 Mathematics;
1-A.1.2.3 Science;

1-A.1.2.4 Social Studies;
1-A.1.2.5 Fine Arts;
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1-A.1.2.6 Health and Safety and Physical Education; and

1-A.1.2.7 Career and Technical Education, including career awareness and
exploration activities outlined in the Division Of Elementary And Secondary
Education Rule Governing Career-Ready Pathways to Diploma.

1-A.1.2.8 A unit of Arkansas history shall be taught as a social studies
subject at each elementary grade level in every elementary
school in the state with greater emphasis at the fourth (4th) and
fifth (5th) grade levels, and at least one (1) full semester of
Arkansas history taught to all students at the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th,
11th, or 12th grade level in every public secondary school in
the state. (S/P)

1-A.1.2.9 Upon approval by the division, courses taught in grades 5-8
may be offered for high school graduation credit. Courses shall
have the same rigor as those taught in high school, but content
for a single course may be taught over a two-year period.
Teachers shall be licensed, or teaching under an approved
licensure exception, in the course taught with students
participating in appropriate examinations. (S/P)

1-A.1.3 For Grades 9-12, the following content areas shall be offered annually
for a total of 38 units, except as otherwise allowed by law and these
rules. The list of courses, approved by the State Board of Education for
each content area, is posted annually on the division website. (S/P)

1-A.1.3.1 English Language Arts - 6 units;

1-A.1.3.2 Science - 5 units;

1-A.1.3.3 Mathematics - 6 units;

1-A.1.3.4 Computer Science - 1 unit;

1-A.1.3.5 Foreign Languages - 2 units of the same language;

1-A.1.3.6 Fine Arts - 3 5 units;

1-A.1.3.7 Social Studies - 4 units;

1-A.1.3.8 Health and Safety Education and Physical Education - 1 % units;
and

1-A.1.3.9 Career and Technical Education - 9 units of sequeneed career
and technical education courses representing three (3)
oceupational-areas-programs of study where each program of
study represents at least three (3) units of sequenced courses.

1-A.1.3.10 Courses offerings shall include advanced educational courses
. ] s the | the S Al »
reles-of the Divisten pursuant to Arkansas law or division
rules. (S/P)
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1-A.1.4 Following the Course Approval Process, a public school may request to
combine or embed the Arkansas Academic Standards from two (2)
separate courses into one (1) combined course. The public school must
continue to teach the Arkansas Academic Standards for each separate
course that is combined. (S/P)

A high school unit of credit shall be awarded for a course which meets for a
minimum of 120 clock hours unless the public school district awards units of

credit based on subject matter competency in compliance with the public school
district’s approved plan under Ask—Ceode-Ann: Arkansas Code § 6-15-216. (S/P)

Each public school district shall establish procedures and monitoring processes to
ensure that the content of each course offered by the district is consistent with the
Arkansas Academic Standards. (D/C)

1-A.4 Each public school district shall adopt a school calendar and provide planned

1-A.5

1-A.6

instruction per day inaeceordance-with-the laws-of the State-of Arkansas-and-the
rales-of the- Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. By August 1, the
school calendar shall be posted on the district website under State — Required
Information. (D/C)

1-A.4.1 Each public school shall provide a minimum of 178 days of student-
teacher interaction time or the equivalent as allowed by Arkansas Code
§§ 6-10-106 or 6-10-117. (S/P)

1-A.4.2 Except where otherwise allowed by law, each public school shall
provide a planned instructional day that averages no less than six (6)
hours per day or thirty (30) hours per week. Any day in which fewer
than six (6) hours of instructional time is provided to students shall be
counted as one-half (1/2) of a school day if at least three (3) hours of
instructional time is provided to students. Any day in which fewer than
three (3) hours of instructional time is provided to students shall not be
counted as part of a school day. (S/P)

1-A.4.3 At least forty (40) minutes of instructional time per school day shall be
used for recess for students attending public elementary schools, in
accordance with the division's nutrition and physical activity standards.
S/P

Each public school district shall comply with thelaws-efthe-State-of Arkansas
and-therales-of the Diviston Arkansas law and division rules regarding class size
based on enrollment as of October 1 of each school year. (D/P)

Each public school district shall comply with thelaws-efthe-State-of Arkansas
and-thereles-of the Divisten Arkansas law and division rules regarding teaching
load. (D/P)
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1-A.7 Each public school district shall adopt instructional material consistent with the
public school district’s curriculum and the Arkansas Academic Standards and
educational goals established by the State-Beard-of Edueation state board

pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/P)

1-A.8 The district shall provide all necessary instructional materials to each student
without cost to the student. (D/P)

Standard 1-B Academic Policies

1-B.1 Each public school district shall engage parents, staff, and students in the adoption
or review of the wrltten d1s01p11ne pohcles 1nclud1ng a code of student behaV10r

pursuant to Arkansas law or d-lﬂﬁen D1V1s1on of Elementarv and Secondarv
Education rules. The public school district shall notify the parent(s) or guardian
and students of the rules and procedures by which the school is governed and
require a signed acknowledgement from the parent(s) or guardian that they have
received the school’s discipline policies. (D/C)

1-B.2 Annually by Auguast September 1, each public school district shall post its written
discipline policies on the district website under State — Required Information.
(D/C)

1-B.3  Each public school district shall develop and implement a written health and
wellness plan as part of the district’s AR App that must be submitted annually to
the division by October 1. (D/C)

1-B.4 Each public school district shall comply with any requirements of the Arkansas
Educational Support and Accountability Act placed on the public school or public
school district. (D/P)

1-B.4.1 Each public school district and open enrollment public charter school
shall develop a student success plan for each enrolled student by the end
of grade eight (8) and maintain the student success plan through
graduation. (D/C)

Standard 1-C Student Performance

1-C.1 Each public school district must comply with the-laws-efthe-State-of Arkansas
and-the-reles-ofthe Diviston Arkansas law and divisten Division of Elementary
and Secondary Education rules regarding the statewide student assessment
system. (D/P)
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1-C.1.1 Each public school shall assess at least ninety-five percent (95%)_of its
students on the annual statewide student assessment. (S/C)

1-C.1.2 Selected public schools shall participate in any and all components of
the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). (S/C)

1-C.2 Each public school district shall adopt graduation requirements #-aeeordanee
with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules ol the Division pursuant to
Arkansas law or division rules and include the graduation requirements in the
student handbook. (D/P)

1-C.2.1 Each public school district shall maintain accurate student records
including graduation requirements. (D/P)

1-C.2.2 For graduation, students must have acquired a minimum of twenty-two
(22) units of credit as determined by the State Board of Education. (S/P)

1-C.2.3 All students must pass the Arkansas civics exam with a score of at least
sixty percent (60%) in order to graduate. This requirement shall not
apply to those students exempt by law. (S/P)

1-C.2.4 Students in grades nine through twelve (9-12) must earn credit in a
course that meets personal and family finance standards to graduate.
(S/P)

1-C.2.5 Beginning with the graduating class of 2026-2027, students in grades

nine through twelve (9-12) must complete at least ere———H-digital-covrse

seventy-five (75) clock hours of community service for-eredit-to graduate. (S/P)

1-C.2.6 Students in grades nine through twelve (9-12) shall be trained in quality
psychomotor skill bases in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) to
graduate. (S/P)

1-C.2.7 Beginning with the entering ninth grade class of 2022-2023, a public
high school student shall be required to earn one (1) unit of credit in a
Division approved high school computer science_or computer science-
related career and technical education course before the student graduates.

Standard 2: Student Support Services
The student support system of a public school district ensures that all students have equitable
access to opportunities and supports to meet college, career and community readiness.

Standard 2-A Equitable Opportunities
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2-A.1 All policies and actions of a school district’s board of directors shall be
nondiscriminatory and shall be in accordance with state and federal laws and the
rules of the divistenr Division of Elementary and Secondary Education. (D/P)

2-A.1.1 Each public school district shall file an accurate and timely Equity
Compliance Report by October 15 as part of the cycle 2 submission.
(D/P)

2-A.2 The board of directors, administrators, and employees of a public school district
shall not knowingly authorize the participation of students in events or activities
held at a location where some students would be excluded or not given equal
treatment because of the student’s race, national origin, disability, sex, or ethnic
background. (D/P)

Standard 2-B Attendance and Enrollment

2-B.1 Each public school district board of directors shall adopt a student attendance
policy and include the attendance policy in the student handbook. (D/C)

2-B.2 Each public school shall maintain accurate student attendance records in a format
prescribed by the Division. (D/P)

2-B.3 Each public school shall not admit any student who has not been age-
appropriately immunized as required by state and federal laws and rules unless the
student has an exemption. By December 1, the school must post the required
exemption report pursuant to Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-18-702 on the
district website under State — Required Information. (S/C)

Standard 2-C Comprehensive School Counseling Plan

2-C.1 Each public school district shall develop and implement a written plan for
providing comprehensive school counseling services to all students in the public
school system aecordance-with-the laws-ef the State-of Arkansas-and-therales
of the-D+visten pursuant to Arkansas law or divisten Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education rules. By August September 1, the written plan shall be
posted on the district website under State — Required Information. (D/C)

2-C.2 Each public school district shall provide a developmentally appropriate guidance
program to aid students in educational, personal/social, and career development.
(D/C)

Standard 2-D Media Resources for Student Support

2-D.1 Each public school district shall annually budget and expend sufficient resources
to purchase and maintain an appropriate balance of print, non-print, and electronic
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media that is adequate in quality and quantity to meet the academic standards for
all students. (D/C)

Standard 2-E Health and Safety Services

2-E.1

2-E.2

Each public school district shall provide a health services program under the
direction of a licensed registered nurse #aceordance-with-thelaws-of the-State-of
Avkansas-and-the rales-of the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisien
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education rules. (D/C)

Each public school and public school district shall maintain appropriate materials
and expertise to reasonably ensure the safety of students, employees, and visitors.
(D/C)

Standard 2-F Special Education Services

2-F.1

2-F.2

All public school district personnel, teachers, and administrators must comply
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et
seq., its implementing regulations at 34 C.F.R. Part 300, Ark—Code-Ann-
Arkansas Code § 6-41-101 et seq., thelaws-of the-State-of Arkansas-and-the rales
of the D+viston Arkansas law and divisien Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education rules. (D/P)

Each public school district shall offer a full continuum of special education
services as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20
U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., its implementing regulations at 34 C.F.R. Part 300, A+k:
Code-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-41-101 et seq., thetaws-ofthe-State-ef Arkansas
and-the-rales-ofthe-Division Arkansas law and division rules. (D/P)

Standard 2-G Gifted and Talented Services

2-G.1 Each pubhc school district shall prov1de glfted and talented services i

pursuant to Arkansas law or d-lﬂﬁen D1V1s1on of Elementarv and Secondarv

Education rules. (D/C)

Standard 2-H Dyslexia Services

2-H.1

Each public school district shall provide screening and intervention for dyslexia #

pursuant to Arkansas law or diwisten Division of Elementary and Secondary

Education rules. (D/P)

2-H.2 Each public school district shall comply with the annual dyslexia reporting as

required by Axk—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-41-606. (D/P)
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Standard 2-1 Alternative Education Services

2-1.1  Each public school district shall provide appropriate alternative programs for
students who are identified as requiring such programs to continue their
education. (D/C)

Standard 2-J English Learner Services

2-J.1 Each public school district shall conduct a home language usage survey for each
student upon the student’s initial enrollment to identify students that need to be
screened for English for Speakers of other Language Services. (D/C)

2-J.2  Each public school district shall offer a Language Instruction Educational
Program for identified English Learners #+aceordance-with-the laws-ofthe State
of Arkansas-and-the rales-of the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisten
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education rules. (D/C)

Standard 2-K Career and Technical Education

2-K.2 Each public school district shall offer at least one career-ready pathway that is

aligned with high-wage, high-demand jobs in Arkansas as determined by the
annual list published by the Department of Education. (D/C)

Standard 3: District Operations and Fiscal Governance

The district operations and fiscal governance system of a public school district ensures alignment
between resource allocation and meeting the needs of each student’s academic success and well-
being.

Standard 3-A Operating Policies, Procedures, and Training

3-A.1 Each public school district board of directors shall adopt and update written
policies for the fiscal operation of the school district i#n-aceordance-with-thetaws
of the-State-of Atrkansas-and-the-rules-of the D+visten pursuant to Arkansas law or
divisten Division of Elementary and Secondary Education rules. By August
October 1, the written policies shall be posted on the district website under State —
Required Information. (D/C)

3-A.2 Each public school district shall adopt written personnel policies, including the
salary schedules for the licensed and classified staff. By August-September 15,
the written policies shall be posted on the district website under State — Required
Information. (D/C)

3-A.3 Each public school district shall submit accurate and timely reports deemed
necessary to assure compliance with federal and state law and the rules of the
Division, as requested. (D/C)
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Each public school district shall ensure compliance with the Arkansas Public
School Computer Network ("APSCN") reporting and annual training
requirements required by thelaws-of the State-of Arkansas-and-the ralesof the
Pivisten Arkansas law and division rules. (D/C)

Each public school district shall employ or contract with a general business
manager responsible for the fiscal operations of the school district. (D/C)

Each member of a public school district board of directors shall receive annual
training -aceordance-with-the laws-of the State-ef Arkansasand-the rules-of the
DPivisten pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. A statement of the hours of
training and instruction received by each board member for the preceding year
shall be included in the annual school performance report required by thelaws-ef
the-State-ef Arkansas law. (D/C)

Each public school district superintendent shall file a written statement of
assurance annually by September 1 in-aeccordance-with-the lawsof the State-of
Avkansas-and-the-rales-of the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules.
(D/C)

Except where otherwise allowed by law, each public school district shall comply
with the Standards for Accreditation without using enhanced student achievement
funding. (D/C)

By Awsgust September 1, each public school district shall post all student
handbooks on the district website under State — Required Information. (D/C)

3-A.10 Each public school district which has not obtained full and complete unitary status

and has not been released from court supervised desegregation obligations shall
seek to obtain a declaration of full and complete unitary status and release from
all court supervision from the federal courts. (D/P)

3-A.10.1 Beginning September 15 of each year, any public school district
identified in Section 3-A.10 shall submit written quarterly reports to the
Division detailing the district’s outstanding desegregation obligations
and the district’s efforts towards obtaining full unitary status and release
from court supervision. The detailed plan shall include the district’s
progress towards meeting its obligations and timelines for reaching a
determination of full unitary status and release from court supervision.

(D/P)

3-A.10.2 If the Division is unable to verify the public school district’s efforts to
comply with the submitted detailed plan required by these Rules, the
Division shall recommend to the State Board of Education whether the
public school district should be placed on Aeeredited—Probation status
in accordance with these Rules. (D/P)

ADE282-18
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Standard 3-B School-level Improvement Plans and Reporting

3-B.2

}nfermaﬁen—by%u-gast—l- Each pubhc school in Arkansas shall develop, Wlth

appropriate staff and community participation, a school-level improvement plan.
School improvement plans should be aligned with district goals. Components of
the School Improvement Plan shall include: academic achievement and growth, a
literacy support plan, family and community engagement, health and wellness,
and transitional opportunities for early childhood or post-secondary success
including intentional planning of course offerings. The school-level improvement
plans shall be approved by the local school board and posted to the district
website under State required information by August 1. (D/C)

Each public school district board of directors shall systematically and, at least
annually, explain its policies, programs, and goals to the community in a public
meeting that provides opportunities for parents and other members of the
communlty to ask questlons and make suggestlons concermng the school program

pursuant to Arkansas law or division D1V1Slon of Elementarv and Secondarv

Education rules. The report shall detail the progress of the district and schools
toward accomplishing program goals, accreditation standards, and proposals to
correct deficiencies. The report shall be made available to the public and the
public shall be notified of the meeting. The most recent report shall be posted to
the district website under State — Required Information by Asgust September 1.
(D/C)

Standard 3-C Maintenance of Records and Reports

3-C.1

3-C.2

Each public school and public school district shall develop and implement a
records retention policy that retains all reports and records necessary for effective
planning, operation, and education #aceordance-with-thelaws-of the State-of
Avkansas-and-the rales-of the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisien
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education rules. (D/C)

Each public school and public school district shall maintain permanent student

records i-accordance-with-the laws-ofthe State-of Arkansas-and-the rules-of the
Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)

Standard 3-D Food Service



A cenex HOOS

3-D.1

TxXgCCy—11oY

Each public school district shall provide food services in accordance with federal
and state laws and the rules of the Division. (D/C)

Standard 4: Human Capital

The human capital system of a public school district ensures recruitment, retention, and
development of effective educators and support personnel to meet the needs of the whole child.

Standard 4-A Background Checks

4-A.1

Each public school district shall not employ personnel, whether licensed or non-
licensed, who have not successfully completed background checks in-aeceordance
with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules ol the Division pursuant to
Arkansas law or divisten Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
tules. (D/C)

Standard 4-B Superintendent

4-B.1

4-B.2

Each public school district shall employ a full-time superintendent or charter
school executive officer to oversee all operations of the public school district.
(D/P)

Each pubhc school district superlntendent shall meet the licensure requlrements i

pursuant to Arkansas law or d-PV-l-S-}e-H D1V1s1on of Elementarv and Secondarv
Education rules unless the public school district has a licensure exception #

pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)

Standard 4-C Principals and other Building and District Administrators

4-C.1

4.C-2

Each public school shall employ at least a half-time principal or charter school
campus director. A full-time principal shall be employed when a public school's
enrollment reaches three hundred (300). A public school district superintendent
may be permitted to serve as a half-time principal when district enrollment is less
than 300 providing the superintendent is appropriately certified and is not already
teaching classes. Schools with an enrollment exceeding five hundred (500) shall
employ at least one full-time principal and a half-time assistant principal, dean of
students, instructional supervisor, or curriculum specialist. (D/P)

Each public school district shall employ public school principals that meet the
licensure requirements in-accordance-with-the-laws-of the State-of Arkansas-and
therales-of the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisten Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education rules unless the public school district has a
licensure exception Hraceordance-with-the laws-of the State-of Arkansas-and-the
reles-of the Divisten pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)
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Each public school district shall register with the Division any building or district
level administrator, with the exception of the superintendent, that is in his or her
first year of employment as an administrator and ensure these administrators
receive mentoring support for their first three (3) years. (D/C)

At least once every four (4) years, the district shall report in the state approved
platform a summative rating for each building and district level administrator,
with the exception of the superintendent. (D/C)

Standard 4-D Teachers

4-D.1

4-D.2

4-D.3

4-D.4

Each public school district shall employ classroom teachers that meet the
licensure requirements in-accordance-with-the-laws-of the State-of Arkansas-and
therules-of the Piviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisten Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education rules or are teaching under a licensure
cxeeption in accordance with the laws of the State ol Arkansas and the rules of
the-Divisten pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)

Each public school district shall not employ an individual, including as a
substitute teacher whether directly employed by the school or through a teaching
services contract, whose license has been suspended or revoked by the State
Board of Education for a disqualifying offense or those, licensed or unlicensed
individuals, who have been sanctioned for an ethical violation-i-aecerdance-with
the laws of the State-of Arkansas and the rules of the Division pursuant to
Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)

Each public school district must comply with the Right to Read Act, codified in
Ark—Code-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-17-429, regarding the hiring of teachers who
demonstrate proficiency in knowledge and practices of scientific reading
instruction. (D/P)

Each public school district shall register with the Division any teacher that is in
his or her first year of employment as a teacher and ensure these teachers receive
mentoring support for their first three (3) years. (D/C)

At least once every four (4) years, the district shall report in the state approved
platform a summative rating for each teacher. (D/C)

Standard 4-E School Counselors

4-E.1

Each public school district shall employ school counselors that meet the licensure
requirements i-aececordance-with-thelaws-efthe-State-of Arkansas-and-the ralesof
the-D+visten pursuant to Arkansas law or divisten Division of Elementary and
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Secondary Education rules or are working under a licensure exception i#

pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)

Each public school district shall have a student/school counselor ratio of no more
than one to 450 students. (D/P)

Each public school district shall allot sufficient time for each school counselor to
carry out the duties stated in the comprehensive school counseling plan pursuant
to Ark—Cede-Ann- Arkansas Code § 6-18-2004. (D/P)

Standard 4-F Library Media Specialists

4-F.1

4-F.2

Each public school district shall employ library media specialists that meet the
licensure requirements in-accordance-with-the-laws-of the State-of Arkansas-and
therales-of the Piviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisten Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education rules or are working under a licensure
cxeeption in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of
the-Divisten pursuant to Arkansas law or division rules. (D/C)

Public schools with fewer than three hundred (300) students shall employ at least
one half-time library media specialist. Public schools with three hundred (300) or
more students shall employ at least one full-time library media specialist. Schools
enrolling fifteen hundred (1,500) or more students shall employ at least two full-
time library media specialists. (S/P)

Standard 4-G Professional Development

4-G.1 Teachers and administrators must comply with-thetaws-ofthe-State-ef Arkansas

and-the-reles-of the Diviston Arkansas law or divisten Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education rules regarding professional development. (D/C)

4-G.2 Each public school district shall provide professional development in scientific

reading instruction in compliance with the Right to Read Act, codified #r-Ask-
Code-Ann- at Arkansas Code § 6-17-429. (D/P)

Standard 5: Stakeholder Communication / Family and Community Engagement

The stakeholder communication / family and community engagement system of a public school
district ensures stakeholders are engaged in meaningful communication to provide an effective
learning experience for each student.

Standard 5-A Comprehensive Plan for Communication and Engagement

5-A.1 Each public school district shall have a written plan for parent, family, and

community engagement, including the scheduling of at least two (2) parent-

ADE282-22
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teacher conferences each year, #-aceerdance-with-thelaws-ef the-State-of
Avkansas-and-the rales-of the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law or divisien
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education rules. By Asgust October 1,
the plan shall be posted on the district website under State — Required
Information, as part of the district’s AR App. (D/C)

Standard 6: Facilities and Transportation

The facilities and transportation system of a public school district ensures a quality learning
environment for Arkansas students.

Standard 6-A Facilities and Equipment

6-A.1

6-A.2

Each public school district shall plan, construct, and maintain school facilities in

accordance with federal laws, thelaws-ofthe-State-of Arkansas law, and therules
of the-Arkansas Division of Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation
rules. (D/C)

Each public school districts shall adopt and implement school safety policies and

procedures #accordance-with-the laws-of the State-ef Arkansas-and-the rulesof
the Diviston pursuant to Arkansas law, er divisien Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education rules, or Division of Public School Academic Facilities and
Transportation rules. (D/P)
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 242 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/8/23
94th General Assembly B 1
Regular Session, 2023 HOUSE BILL 1329

By: Representatives R. Scott Richardson, Andrews, Beaty Jr., Joey Carr, G. Hodges, McClure, Rye
By: Senators J. English, J. Dotson

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING ACADEMIC STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY
THE DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION;
TO REQUIRE THE DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
EDUCATION TO INCLUDE IN THE ACADEMIC STANDARDS A
MEANS BY WHICH PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS MAY SUBSTITUTE
COMPARABLE ELECTIVE COURSEWORK IN CAREER AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR REQUIRED CORE ACADEMIC
CLASSES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CREATE A MEANS BY WHICH PUBLIC SCHOOL
STUDENTS MAY SUBSTITUTE COMPARABLE
ELECTIVE COURSEWORK IN CAREER AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR REQUIRED CORE
ACADEMIC CLASSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2906, concerning the establishment of
academic standards by the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education, is
amended to add an additional subsection to read as follows:

(d) (1) The division shall include in the academic standards a means by

which a public school student may substitute comparable elective coursework

pertaining to career and technical education for core academic classes that

are required for graduation under the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas

Public Schools and School Districts.

AR
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As Engrossed: H2/8/23 HB1329

(2)(A) When establishing the means required under subdivision

(d) (1) of this section, the division shall create an approval process whereby

comparable elective coursework pertaining to career and technical education

may be substituted for core academic classes.

(B) (i) For purposes of creating the approval process for

substituting required core academic classes with comparable elective

coursework pertaining to career and technical education as required under

subdivision (d)(2)(A) of this section, there is established the Career and

Technical Education with Embedded Academics Certification Committee.

(ii) The committee established under subdivision

(d)(2)(B) (i) of this section shall:

(a) Consult with the division in order to

establish the approval process required by subdivision (d)(2)(A) of this

section;

(b) 1Include one (1) member from each of the

education service cooperatives, who shall be appointed by the director of

each education service cooperative;

(c) Review academic standards and analyze the

comparable career and technical education standards for embedded academic

content that are or will be offered in the upcoming school year;

(d) (1) Produce a crosswalk document that shows

the alignment of relevant core academic standards to the career and technical

education standards.

(2) Each alignment described by

subdivision (d)(2)(B)(dii)(d) (1) of this section shall offer the rationale as

to why a lesson concerning academic content may be substituted.

(3)(A) The crosswalk document required

under subdivision (d) (2)(B)(ii)(d)(l) of this section shall be provided to

the division by December 15 of each year.

(B) The division shall certify the

alignments proposed in the crosswalk document required under subdivision

(d)(2)(B) (ii) (d) (1) of this section as eligible to be substitute comparable

elective coursework under this section each year by February 1.

APPROVED: 3/9/23
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