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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law. 

Act 137 of the Regular Session 

*JMB210* 02-09-2023 11:59:35 JMB210 

 

State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  S2/9/23  1 

94th General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2023  SENATE BILL 193 3 

 4 

By: Senators Hill, Irvin, J. Boyd 5 

By: Representative Eubanks 6 

  7 

For An Act To Be Entitled 8 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 9 

OF UNIFORMED SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS, AND SPOUSES 10 

ACT OF 2021; TO ADD CONSIDERATION OF NATIONAL 11 

CERTIFICATIONS TOWARD INITIAL OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE 12 

AND EXTEND THE APPLICATION TO SPOUSES; TO ELIMINATE 13 

THE ONE-YEAR LIMIT FOR VETERANS TO APPLY SERVICE 14 

EDUCATION, TRAINING, OR CERTIFICATIONS TOWARD INITIAL 15 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 16 

 17 

 18 

Subtitle 19 

TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS OCCUPATIONAL 20 

LICENSING OF UNIFORMED SERVICE MEMBERS, 21 

VETERANS, AND SPOUSES ACT OF 2021. 22 

 23 

 24 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 25 

 26 

 SECTION 1.  DO NOT CODIFY.  Legislative intent. 27 

 It is the intent of the General Assembly to: 28 

  (1)  Add national certifications to be considered toward 29 

occupational licensure requirements; 30 

  (2)  Extend application for initial licensure to the spouse of a 31 

uniformed service member or a uniformed service veteran; and 32 

  (3)  Remove the one-year limit for veterans to apply service 33 

education, training, or certifications toward occupational licensure. 34 

 35 

 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code § 17-4-107 is amended to read as follows: 36 
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 17-4-107.  Acceptance of uniformed service education, training, 1 

national certification, or service-issued credential. 2 

 An occupational licensing entity shall accept relevant and applicable 3 

uniformed service education, training, national certification, or service-4 

issued credential toward occupational licensure qualifications or 5 

requirements when considering an application for initial licensure of an 6 

individual listed in § 17-4-104 who is: 7 

  (1)  A uniformed service member; or 8 

  (2)  A uniformed service veteran who makes an application within 9 

one (1) year of his or her discharge from uniformed service. 10 

 11 

/s/Hill 12 

 13 

 14 

APPROVED: 2/24/23 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 
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State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H2/2/23 H4/3/23  1 

94th General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2023  HOUSE BILL 1173 3 

 4 

By: Representatives Evans, Wooldridge, L. Johnson 5 

By: Senator K. Hammer 6 

  7 

For An Act To Be Entitled 8 

AN ACT TO REPEAL THE PROHIBITION ON LICENSING NEW 9 

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  10 

 11 

 12 

Subtitle 13 

TO REPEAL THE PROHIBITION ON LICENSING 14 

NEW PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS. 15 

 16 

 17 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 18 

 19 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 17-97-102(a)(2), concerning the definition 20 

of "psychological examiner", is amended to read as follows: 21 

  (2)(A)  “Psychological examiner” means a person who holds himself 22 

or herself out to be a psychological examiner or renders to individuals or to 23 

the public for remuneration of any service involving the practice of 24 

psychology either: 25 

    (i)(A)  Independently interviewing or administering 26 

and interpreting tests of mental abilities, aptitudes, interests, and 27 

personality characteristics for the purposes of psychological evaluation to 28 

assist in the determination of diagnosis of mental health disorders or 29 

educational or vocational selection, guidance, or placement; or 30 

    (ii)(B)  Only under the supervision of a qualified 31 

psychologist if the service is not listed in subdivision (a)(2)(A)(i) of this 32 

section.; 33 

   (B)(i)  A psychological examiner licensed before December 34 

31, 1997, shall be granted independent practice except in neuropsychological 35 

assessment and projective personality assessment upon the Arkansas Psychology 36 
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Board's receiving a letter requesting independent practice and a revised 1 

statement of intent. 2 

    (ii)  Additional hours of clinical supervision are 3 

not required for a license granted under subdivision (a)(2)(B)(i) of this 4 

section. 5 

   (C)  A psychological examiner licensed after December 31, 6 

1997, is privileged to practice independently except in neuropsychological 7 

assessment and projective personality assessment, if the person: 8 

    (i)  Has completed a master's degree program in 9 

psychology; 10 

    (ii)  Has completed three thousand (3,000) hours of 11 

approved clinical supervised training after making application for 12 

independent practice; and 13 

    (iii)  Has filed a revised statement of intent with 14 

the board and has provided documentation of having received appropriate 15 

training and experience in those areas requested for independent practice. 16 

   (D)  After December 31, 2013, a new psychological examiner 17 

license shall not be issued; and 18 

 19 

 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code § 17-97-102(a), concerning definitions 20 

related to the practice of psychology, is amended to add an additional 21 

subdivision to read as follows: 22 

  (4)  "Forensic psychological assessment" means the practice of 23 

psychology when applied to scientific, technical, or specialized knowledge of 24 

psychology to the law to assist in addressing legal, contractual, and 25 

administrative matters, including without limitation: 26 

   (A)  Fitness to proceed evaluations; 27 

   (B)  Criminal responsibility and culpable mental state 28 

evaluations; 29 

   (C)  Hearings related to eligibility for death penalty for 30 

a person with an intellectual disability; 31 

   (D)  Mitigation evaluations; 32 

   (E)  Evaluations concerning a person's capacity to waive 33 

Miranda rights; 34 

   (F)  Civil damages, personal injury, disability, and 35 

worker's compensation evaluations; 36 
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   (G)  Parental fitness and child custody evaluations; 1 

   (H)  Evaluations related to guardianship and testamentary 2 

capacity; and 3 

   (I)  Evaluation concerning juvenile transfers and waivers 4 

hearings. 5 

 6 

 SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code § 17-97-303(d), concerning the application 7 

and qualifications of psychological examiners, is amended to read as follows: 8 

 (d)(1)(A)  A psychological examiner licensed before December 31, 1997, 9 

shall be granted independent practice except in neuropsychological 10 

assessment, forensic psychological assessment, and projective personality 11 

assessment upon the board's receiving a letter requesting independent 12 

practice and a revised statement of intent. 13 

   (B)  No additional hours of clinical supervision shall be 14 

required for a license granted under subdivision (d)(1)(A) of this section. 15 

  (2)  A psychological examiner licensed after December 31, 1997, 16 

shall be privileged to practice independently except in neuropsychological 17 

assessment, forensic psychological assessment, and projective personality 18 

assessment, if the person: 19 

   (A)  Has completed a master's degree program in psychology; 20 

   (B)  Has completed three thousand (3,000) hours of approved 21 

clinical supervised training after making application for independent 22 

practice; and 23 

   (C)  Has filed a revised statement of intent with the board 24 

and has provided documentation of having received appropriate training and 25 

experience in those areas requested for independent practice. 26 

  (3)  After December 31, 2013, no new psychological examiner 27 

license shall be issued A psychological examiner licensed after December 31, 28 

2024, shall not be granted independent practice status if he or she submits 29 

an application to the board for independent practice. 30 

 31 

/s/Evans 32 

 33 

 34 

APPROVED: 4/11/23 35 

 36 
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State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H4/3/23  1 

94th General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2023  HOUSE BILL 1772 3 

 4 

By: Representative L. Johnson 5 

By: Senator B. Davis 6 

  7 

For An Act To Be Entitled 8 

AN ACT TO CREATE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND 9 

NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING WORKFORCE SCHOLARSHIP, 10 

STIPEND, AND INCENTIVE PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER 11 

PURPOSES. 12 

 13 

 14 

Subtitle 15 

TO CREATE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND 16 

NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING WORKFORCE 17 

SCHOLARSHIP, STIPEND, AND INCENTIVE 18 

PROGRAM. 19 

 20 

 21 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 22 

 23 

SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 81, is amended to add an 24 

additional subchapter to read as follows: 25 

Subchapter 19 — Psychological and Neuropsychological Testing Workforce 26 

Scholarship, Stipend, and Incentive Program 27 

 28 

 6-81-1901.  Creation. 29 

 There is created the Psychological and Neuropsychological Testing 30 

Workforce Scholarship, Stipend, and Incentive Program to be administered by 31 

the Arkansas Psychology Board in accordance with the provisions of this 32 

subchapter. 33 

 34 

 6-81-1902.  Legislative findings and intent. 35 

 (a)  The General Assembly finds that: 36 
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  (1)  Neuropsychological testing services are necessary services 1 

for the citizens of the State of Arkansas in order to provide access to and 2 

inform a broad range of clinical services, psychoeducational services, and 3 

legal and quasi-legal decision-making skills, including without limitation 4 

child custody evaluations, forensic evaluations, and occupationally mandated 5 

psychological and neuropsychological evaluations; and 6 

  (2)  There is a workforce shortage and a need for education and 7 

training to promote the workforce pipeline for these clinical services. 8 

 (b)  It is the intent of this subchapter that the Arkansas Psychology 9 

Board shall approve scholarships, stipends, and incentives, such as loan 10 

repayment assistance, based on standards established by the General Assembly 11 

and the board for individuals pursuing career paths that address the 12 

workforce shortage for these clinical services. 13 

 14 

 6-81-1903.  Psychological and Neuropsychological Testing Workforce 15 

Scholarship, Stipend, and Incentive Program — Funding. 16 

 (a)  Cash funds for the Psychological and Neuropsychological Testing 17 

Workforce Scholarship, Stipend, and Incentive Program shall consist of: 18 

  (1)  Funds appropriated for the program; 19 

  (2)  Federal funds; 20 

  (3)  Gifts; 21 

  (4)  Grants; 22 

  (5)  Bequests; 23 

  (6)  Devises; 24 

  (7)  Donations; 25 

  (8)  Interest and other income accruing to or earned by the 26 

funds; and 27 

  (9)  All moneys provided by law. 28 

 (b)  The Arkansas Psychology Board: 29 

  (1)  May invest the principal, interest, and income of the funds; 30 

and 31 

  (2)  Shall use the funds for program scholarships, stipends, and 32 

incentives. 33 

 34 

 6-81-1904.  Arkansas Psychology Board — Powers and duties. 35 

 (a)  The Arkansas Psychology Board shall: 36 
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  (1)  Prescribe forms to be used for the Psychological and 1 

Neuropsychological Testing Workforce Scholarship, Stipend, and Incentive 2 

Program; 3 

  (2)  Monitor the submission of applications for scholarships, 4 

stipends, or incentives; 5 

  (3)  Determine eligibility of applicants; 6 

  (4)  Allow or reject applications for scholarships, stipends, or 7 

incentives; 8 

  (5)  Contract for, increase, decrease, terminate, and otherwise 9 

monitor all scholarships, stipends, and incentives made under this 10 

subchapter; and 11 

  (6)  Manage, operate, and control all funds and property 12 

appropriated or otherwise contributed for purposes of funding this program. 13 

 (b)  The board may: 14 

  (1)  Accept gifts, grants, bequests, devises, donations, and any 15 

federal funds available for the program, to be used together with funds 16 

appropriated for the program for making scholarships, stipends, and 17 

incentives under this subchapter; and 18 

  (2)  Hire a qualified person or entity to administer the program. 19 

 20 

 6-81-1905.  Eligibility and requirements for scholarships. 21 

 The Arkansas Psychology Board may award a scholarship, stipend, or 22 

incentive under the Psychological and Neuropsychological Testing Workforce 23 

Scholarship, Stipend, and Incentive Program available to an applicant who: 24 

  (1)  Is a bona fide resident of Arkansas; and 25 

  (2)  Is: 26 

   (A)  Enrolled in good standing or has been accepted for 27 

admission to a program as a: 28 

    (i)  Psychology student or trainee who is pursuing a 29 

bachelor's degree to obtain status as a technician according to the 30 

requirements of § 17-97-401 et seq. and the board; or 31 

    (ii)  Master level or doctoral psychology student or 32 

trainee who has been placed in an approved training site that is focused on 33 

psychological or neuropsychological testing under the supervision of a 34 

licensed psychologist; or 35 

   (B)  A licensed psychological examiner or licensed 36 
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psychologist who provides psychological or neuropsychological testing 1 

services. 2 

  3 

 6-81-1906.  Scholarship, stipend, and incentive — Amount. 4 

 (a)  The Arkansas Psychology Board may award a scholarship to cover 5 

tuition and the required coursework to an applicant who has been accepted for 6 

admission or is enrolled in good standing in a program as a psychology 7 

student or trainee who is pursuing a bachelor's degree to obtain status as a 8 

technician according to the requirements of § 17-97-401 et seq. and the 9 

board. 10 

 (b)  The board may award a stipend to support required training 11 

experience to an applicant who has been accepted for admission or is enrolled 12 

in good standing in a program as a master level or doctoral psychology 13 

student or trainee who has been placed in an approved training site that is 14 

focused on psychological or neuropsychological testing under the supervision 15 

of a licensed psychologist. 16 

 (c)  The board may provide loan forgiveness assistance to an applicant 17 

who is a licensed psychological examiner or licensed psychologist who 18 

provides psychological or neuropsychological testing services. 19 

 (d)  The board may provide a financial incentive to an applicant who 20 

agrees to work full time for at least two (2) years in Arkansas providing 21 

psychological or neuropsychological testing services following his or her 22 

educational training.  23 

 24 

 6-81-1907.  Renewal. 25 

 (a)  Subject to the availability of funds, each scholarship, stipend, 26 

or incentive awarded to an applicant under this subchapter shall be renewable 27 

annually for the number of years required to complete a qualifying program 28 

under this subchapter. 29 

 (b)  Each scholarship, stipend, or incentive awarded to an applicant 30 

under this subchapter subsequent to his or her initial receipt of a 31 

scholarship, stipend, or incentive shall be made only upon application of the 32 

recipient and upon a finding by the Arkansas Psychology Board that the 33 

applicant meets all qualifications under this subchapter and board rules. 34 

  35 

 6-81-1908.  Rules. 36 
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 The Arkansas Psychology Board may adopt rules consistent with this 1 

subchapter to effectively and efficiently carry out the purposes of this 2 

subchapter. 3 

 4 

/s/L. Johnson 5 

 6 

 7 

APPROVED: 4/13/23 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 
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