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Executive Summary 
 
In 2019, the Arkansas General Assembly passed Senate Bill 151, creating the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences (UAMS) National Cancer Institute Designation Trust Fund. A semiannual report of the use of funds from 
the trust fund is required pursuant to Act 181 of 2019.  To date, this report provides information regarding the 
balance of the fund, administrative costs paid for from the fund, and total revenue received by the fund. A 
detailed description of the steps taken and the progress made toward achieving status as a National Cancer 
Institute-designated cancer center are covered in this report as well, including faculty recruitment efforts, 
research funding and grant activity, philanthropic fundraising, infrastructure expansion, clinical trials, and 
community outreach programs. This period’s report also includes information regarding the Cancer Research 
Training and Education Coordination program, pilot funding opportunities, research program internal funding 
opportunities, and shared resources. 
 
Background 
 
According to the American Cancer Society, approximately 19,700 Arkansans will be diagnosed with cancer in 
2025, and an estimated 6,360 people will die of the disease.1 Arkansas has a high rate of cancer diagnoses in 
four types of cancers: prostate (2,930), breast (2,690), lung and bronchus (2,660), and colon and rectal (1,560). 
Although cancer mortality rates in Arkansas have decreased between 2010 and 2022, the state currently ranks 
5th highest in the nation with regards to cancer-related deaths per 100,000 people.2 Cancer is the second-
leading cause of death in Arkansas and could become the leading cause of death within the next decade, 
surpassing cardiovascular disease, based on the diagnosis trends in the state. 
 
Earning National Cancer Institute (NCI) designation for our cancer center will allow UAMS to provide cancer 
patients throughout the state of Arkansas with specialty cancer care close to home as well as providing access to 
cutting-edge clinical trials while expanding our work on cancer prevention, early detection, and cancer research. 
  

 
1 American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures 2025. American Cancer Society, 2025, https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-
org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2025/2025-cancer-facts-and-figures-acs.pdf.   
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Cancer Mortality by State. CDC/National Center for Health Statistics, 28 Feb 2022, 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/cancer_mortality/cancer.htm.  

https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2025/2025-cancer-facts-and-figures-acs.pdf
https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2025/2025-cancer-facts-and-figures-acs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/cancer_mortality/cancer.htm
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NCI Designation Overview 
 
The National Cancer Institute (NCI) recognizes designated cancer centers for their exceptional leadership in 
clinical, laboratory, and translational research. NCI-Designated Cancer Centers represent the top 2% of cancer 
centers in the United States. 
 
In 1971, President Richard Nixon signed the National Cancer Act of 1971 authorizing the National Cancer 
Program to provide additional funding to establish 15 new cancer centers. These new cancer centers were 
charged with conducting clinical research, training, and demonstration of advanced diagnostic and treatment 
methods for cancer. Today, the NCI supports a network of 73 NCI-Designated Cancer Centers in 37 states and 
the District of Columbia, including 57 Comprehensive Cancer Centers, nine Clinical Cancer Centers, and seven 
Basic Laboratory Cancer Centers (Figure 1). More than 60 NCI-Designated Cancer Centers are affiliated with 
university medical centers. 

NCI-Designated Cancer Centers are recognized for their scientific leadership in laboratory and clinical research, 
in addition to serving their communities and the broader public by integrating training and education for 
biomedical researchers and health care professionals. NCI-Designated Cancer Centers dedicate significant 
resources toward developing research programs, faculty, and facilities that will lead to better and innovative 
approaches to cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. NCI supports the research infrastructure for cancer 
centers to advance scientific goals and foster cancer programs that draw together investigators from different 
disciplines.  

Figure 1. NCI Designated Cancer Centers. There are currently 73 NCI-designated cancer centers across 37 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
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Impact of Cancer Centers on Cancer Care 
 
When the U.S. Senate approved to increase the number of comprehensive cancer centers in 1975, their goal 
was to geographically distribute these centers in order to provide an estimated 80% of the U.S. population with 
access to cancer care within a reasonable driving distance. Cancer centers serve their local communities with 
programs and services tailored to their unique needs and populations. As a result, these centers disseminate 
evidence-based findings to their own communities, and these programs and services can be translated to 
benefit similar populations around the country. 
 
There are no NCI-designated centers in Arkansas, Louisiana, or Mississippi. The nearest NCI-designated centers 
providing adult cancer care are located in Dallas, Oklahoma City, Kansas City, St. Louis, and Nashville. These 
centers are all ~300+ miles (5+ hours drive) away from Central Arkansas and are not a feasible cancer care 
solution for most Arkansans (Figure 2). 
 
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center in 
Miami, Florida; the University of Florida Health 
Cancer Center in Gainesville, Florida; and 
Wilmot Cancer Institute at the University of 
Rochester in Rochester, New York; earned NCI 
designation for the first time in 2019, 2023, and 
2025, respectively. Additionally, Massey Cancer 
Center in Richmond, Virginia; Markey Cancer 
Center in Lexington, Kentucky; and Sidney 
Kimmel Cancer Center at Jefferson Health in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; most recently 
received “Comprehensive” status in 2023 and 
2024. 
 
The NCI Cancer Centers Program continues to 
value the geographic distribution of its cancer 
centers and patient access to research-driven, 
cutting-edge care. The NCI recognizes that there 
is a great need and opportunity for Arkansas to 
have an NCI-Designated Cancer Center, and it 
stands ready to support the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute on its journey 
toward designation. 
 
Value of NCI Designation 
 
NCI designation is an enormous asset for any state and benefits include the following: 
 

1. Direct monetary support from NCI will support cancer research that benefits Arkansans. While many 
cancer centers conduct research, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute is the only academic 
institution in Arkansas focused on improving cancer outcomes. In fact, NCI requires its designated 
cancer centers to define their research portfolio based on what will make a difference in cancer 
prevention, awareness, treatment, survival, and quality of life in the population they serve. 

Figure 2. Closest NCI-Designated Cancer Centers to Arkansas. 
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2. Indirect monetary gains include a projected $70 million economic impact on the state of Arkansas 
annually. Further growth following NCI designation is expected to increase that impact value. (Source: 
Arkansas Center for Health Improvement, 2018) 

3. Becoming a member of the NCI Cancer Centers Program will give Arkansas a seat at the table to drive 
national strategic planning for cancer research toward opportunities that will benefit all Arkansans. 

4. Arkansans will have access to clinical trials and new cancer treatments that are only available to NCI-
Designated Cancer Centers. 

a. Access to grant funding opportunities that are only available to NCI-Designated Cancer Centers 

b. Access to cutting-edge clinical trials and investigational drugs that are only available to NCI-
Designated Cancer Centers 

5. Cancer researchers at the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute will have access to cancer research 
grants that are only available to NCI-Designated Cancer Centers. This provides the opportunity to 
increase the amount of cancer research designed to benefit Arkansans by ~60%. 

The opportunity to partner with an NCI-Designated Cancer Center will attract biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
companies to Arkansas. It is estimated that designation could lead to the establishment of a biotechnology park 
in Arkansas along with offices and headquarters for many pharmaceutical companies. 
 
Process to Attain NCI Designation 
 
NCI designation is attained through strategic recruitment of cancer researchers and establishment of a 
sophisticated cancer research infrastructure prescribed by the NCI in its P30 Cancer Center Support Grant 
(CCSG) (https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-321.html). 
 
Our estimated cost to attain NCI designation is $250 million. This cost is in line with recent successful NCI 
designation efforts. The Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center in Miami, Florida, reported that it spent $250 
million over five years to become the country’s 71st NCI-Designated Cancer Center on July 29, 2019. Sylvester’s 
director, Stephen Nimer, MD, said that the state of Florida contributed a little over $16 million per year during 
that time to support their efforts to achieve NCI designation.3 On June 20, the University of Florida Health 
Cancer Center announced receiving designation from NCI after spending approximately $330 million over an 
eight-year period from 2014 to 2022. According to Jonathan Licht, MD, director of the UF Health Cancer Center, 
the state of Florida contributed approximately $12 million per year after the Florida National Cancer Institute 
Cancer Centers Act was signed into law in 2014.4 The Wilmot Cancer Institute at the University of Rochester in 
Rochester, New York, became the 73rd NCI-Designated Cancer Center on March 18, 2025, after more than $100 
million was invested through capital and personal investments.5 
 
Cancer centers seeking NCI designation undergo review by an External Advisory Board (EAB) to ensure that NCI’s 
standards for a designated center are being met. These EAB meetings are critical to keep a cancer center on 
track for designation and result in a formal report about the cancer center being filed with NCI. Once an EAB has 
determined that a cancer center is ready to apply for NCI Designation, the cancer center must meet with NCI 
and get their approval to apply.  
 

 
3 The Cancer Letter. 29 July 2019, Vol. 45, No. 31, https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20190729_1/ 
4 The Cancer Letter. 23 June 2023, Vol. 49, No. 25, https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20230623_1/ 
5 The Cancer Letter. 28 March 2025, Vol. 51, No. 12, https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20250328_1/ 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-321.html
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20190729_1/
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20230623_1/
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20250328_1/
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Once NCI approves a center to apply for NCI designation, the center submits its CCSG to NCI according to the 
timeline set by NCI. Preparation of a CCSG generally takes two years and is often begun well before NCI 
approves a center to apply for designation. Following submission of the grant, the cancer center will host a site 
visit from NCI and leaders from other cancer centers to review the cancer center. 
 
Both the written grant and site visit comprise the scores that determine if a cancer center becomes NCI-
designated. After NCI designation is attained, it must be renewed every five years with the submission of 
another CCSG and site visit. This ensures that the standards set forth by NCI for a designated cancer center 
continue to be upheld. 
 
Expected Timeline 
 
The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute is targeting submission of its CCSG application as soon as possible 
(Figure 3). Several critical factors influence this timeline: 1) how quickly strategic cancer research recruitments 
can be made, 2) achieving approximately 250 patient accruals on clinical trial (NCI requirement), 3) establishing 
a statewide community outreach and engagement effort including cancer research relevant to the state of 
Arkansas, and 4) ultimately a timeline set by NCI for submitting the CCSG application. 

  

Figure 3. Roadmap to NCI Designation. 
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State Funds to Support NCI Designation 
 
The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute continues to diligently use the state funds provided by Senate Bill 
151 to support NCI designation efforts. Table 1 shows our actual expense to date and forecasts current 
confirmed commitments in future years. Table 2 provides an accounting of the trust fund for the current 
reporting period of December 1, 2024 – May 31, 2025. Details on the expense breakdown can be found in 
Appendix A. 
 

Table 1. State Funds – NCI Designation. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Total 
FY20 

(Actual 
Expense) 

FY21 
(Actual 

Expense) 

FY22 
(Actual 

Expense) 

FY23 
(Actual 

Expense) 

FY24 
(Actual 

Expense) 

FY25 
 

FY26 
 

FY27 
 

FY28 
 

FY29 
 

 
Total 

$1,929,339 $4,822,055 $15,821,985 $21,771,702 $16,859,427      $61,204,508 
Encumbered Expense (Current Confirmed Commitments) $41,239,673 $28,995,961 $23,661,007 $20,615,836 $22,063,302 $136,775,779 
Total Actual Expense Plus Encumbered Expenses $197,980,287 

 
Total Revenue Received to Trust Fund to Date $197,980,287 

 
 
Table 2. Trust Fund Reporting Period: December 1, 2024 to May 31, 2025. 

Beginning Balance (December 1, 2024) $137,964,646.39 
Total Transfers In $0.00 
Special Revenue: Cigarette Paper Tax $824,512.28 
**Processing Charges by DF&A on Special Revenue ($24,735.37) 
Investment Revenue $3,830,613.36 
Net Revenue Received $142,595,036.66 

 
Expense: 

**Workers Comp Charged direct by DF&A ($8,882.70) 
Expense Draws Posted for Period (12/01/2024 – 5/31/2025) ($6,712,813.71) 
Ending Balance (May 31, 2025) $135,873,340.25 
Expense Draws for November Not Yet Posted to AASIS ($1,182,975.91) 
Adjusted Ending Balance $134,690,364.34 

 
**Department of Finance and Administration adjustments  
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Progress Toward Achieving NCI Designation Dec. 1, 2024 – May 31, 2025 
 
Large-Scale Recruitment of Cancer Researchers 

The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute continues to see recruitment activities from the global ads that 
were placed in high-impact journals during previous reporting periods. In addition, we have worked with 
departments across campus on recruitment for a couple of years, and departments will now approach us with 
cancer-relevant faculty candidates that would benefit our research portfolio. Our collaborative, campus-wide 
recruitment program has matured over the last two years, and we believe we will continue to see a steady influx 
of referrals from departments across campus as well as colleagues outside of UAMS. During the current 
reporting period, Ren Xu, PhD, a translational breast cancer researcher, signed an offer letter on March 20, 
2025, and Deukwoo Kwon, PhD, a biostatistician, has agreed to join the Cancer Institute in September 2025. 
(Table 3). Dr. Xu will also assume a leadership position as Division Director, Translational Cancer Research, 
within the Department of Radiation Biology, and Dr. Kwon will assume a leadership position as Director of the 
Biostatistics Shared Resource. Their CVs are provided in Appendix B. To date, our large-scale effort has yielded 
29 candidates across 11 academic departments, four colleges, and the graduate school. 
 

Table 3. Cancer Research Recruitments December 1, 2024 – May 31, 2025. 

Candidate Current/Previous 
Institution 

Recruited 
Rank 

Recruitment 
Status 

Recruitment Home 
Department Research Interest 

Peer-Reviewed 
Cancer Research 
Funding at Time 
of Legislative 
Reporting 

CI Investment* 

Ren Xu, PhD 
University of 
Kentucky, Markey 
Cancer Center 

Professor 
Expected to 
start in 
September 2025 

Radiation Oncology 
Breast cancer, 
translational 
research 

Four NCI R01s 
anticipated at start 
date 

$3.5 million in 
start-up funds 
for five years; 
additional $2 
million for 
recruitment of 
two faculty 
members 

Deukwoo 
Kwon, PhD 

University of 
Texas Health 
Science Center at 
Houston 

Professor 
Expected to 
start in 
September 2025 

Biostatistics Biostatistics N/A N/A 

*Cancer Institute investment represents the total commitment made by the Cancer Institute to support the cancer research candidate and generally represents a 
three-to-five-year period. This support is to pay for operating expenses including lab equipment, personnel salary and fringe, supplies, services, and other relative 
cancer research costs. 

External Advisory Board 

The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute External Advisory Board (EAB) provides external oversight, critical 
feedback, and guidance as it relates to aligning infrastructure and programmatic development with NCI’s 
expectations for an NCI-Designated Cancer Center. The EAB is currently chaired by Adekunle “Kunle” Odunsi, 
MD, PhD, director of the University of Chicago Medicine Comprehensive Cancer Center, and is composed of ten 
additional members who are nationally recognized for their expertise in cancer research, prevention, control, 
and treatment (Table 4). Specifically selected for their demographic, geographic, and professional backgrounds, 
the EAB includes current directors, advisors, and research investigators from NCI-Designated Cancer Centers as 
well as national experts in cancer research training and education; community outreach and engagement; 
health equity and workforce development; cancer research; and administration who guide and inform the 
WPRCI’s strategic vision. EAB member bios are provided in Appendix C. 
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Our third EAB meeting was held December 11-12, 2024, at the Cancer Institute. Five members of the EAB 
attended, including EAB Chair Dr. Kunle Odunsi (Director, University of Chicago Medicine Comprehensive Cancer 
Center), Dr. Chad Ellis (Huron Consulting Group), Dr. John Farley (Dignity Health Cancer Institute), Dr. Andrew K. 
Godwin (Deputy Director, University of Kansas Comprehensive Cancer Center), and Dr. Sora Park Tanjasiri (Chao 
Family Comprehensive Cancer Center). Dr. Edward Chu (Director, Montefiore Einstein Comprehensive Cancer 
Center) attended virtually via Zoom. The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute received positive feedback 
from the EAB in early 2025, and our next EAB meeting is scheduled for July 16-17, 2025.  
 
Table 4. Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute External Advisory Board 

EAB Member Name Title/Rank Institution 
Adekunle “Kunle” 
Odunsi, MD, PhD 
(Chair) 

Director 
Dean for Oncology, Biological Sciences Division 

University of Chicago Medicine Comprehensive Cancer 
Center 

Edward Chu, MD, MMS 

Director 
Professor, Department of Medicine (Oncology) 
Professor, Department of Molecular 
Pharmacology 

Montefiore Einstein Comprehensive Cancer Center 

E. Claire Dees, MD, ScM 
Professor of Medicine, Division of Oncology 
Director, Early Phase Clinical Trials Group 
Co-Lead, Clinical Research Program 

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Chad A. Ellis, PhD 

Senior Director of Higher Education Consulting 
(former Deputy Director, Research 
Administration at Hillman Cancer Center, 
University of Pittsburg Medical Center) 

Huron Consulting Group  

John Farley, MD, COL 
(ret), FACOG, FACS Division of Gynecologic Oncology Dignity Health Cancer Institute 

Andrew K. Godwin, PhD 

Deputy Director, University of Kansas 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Professor, Department of Pathology & Laboratory 
Medicine 
Director, Molecular Oncology 

Kansas University Medical Center 

Samir N. Khleif, MD Professor of Oncology Lombardi Cancer Center, Georgetown University 

Kathleen Moore, MD, 
MS 

Deputy Director 
Director, Oklahoma TSET Phase I Program 
Professor, Section of Gynecologic Oncology 

Stephenson Cancer Center, University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center 

Lalita Shevde-Semant, 
PhD 

Associate Director, Cancer Research Training and 
Education Coordination 
Professor, Department of Pathology 

O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of 
Alabama Birmingham 

Sora Park Tanjasiri, 
DrPH, MPH 

Associate Director, Cancer Health Equity & 
Community Engagement 
Professor, Department of Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics 

Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center, University 
of California, Irvine 

 
Increased Research Funding 

Our recruitment of active researchers has continued to bring in additional cancer research funding. Our 29 
signed recruits have brought in $17 million of active external peer-reviewed funding (total); this number does 
not include any of the recruits’ planned grant submissions once arriving on campus. Since arriving at UAMS, our 
new recruits have brought in an additional $14.6 million in external peer-reviewed funding through FY25. In 
addition, our current researchers continue to submit multiple grants to cancer-related funding sources such as 
NCI, other NIH institutes, American Cancer Society (ACS), and Department of Defense (DOD). Our researchers 
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were awarded $1.5 million in new peer-reviewed, cancer-related funding (total) during the current reporting 
period of December 1, 2024 – May 31, 2025. As of May 31, 2025, our cancer researchers held $24.2 million in 
active peer-reviewed, cancer-related annual project direct cost grant funding. 
 
Cancer Research Grant Activity 

A total of six external peer-reviewed grants were awarded during the latest reporting period, resulting in more 
than $1.5 million in grant funding for cancer-related research (Table 5) from four different external funding 
agencies (Table 6).  
 
Table 5. Cancer Research Grant Activity. 

 
Table 6. Detailed List of Cancer Research Grant Activity. 

Grant Number Title Funding Agency PI Total Amount 
Awarded 

CAT-24-1374686-01-
CAT 

Impact of DNA topology on facilitating 
mutational events in lymphoma 

American Cancer 
Society, Inc. 

Samantha 
Kendrick, PhD $150,000.00  

1U24ES037082-01 

Promoting scientific and workforce diversity 
by enriching the Arkansas Rural Community 
Health Study (ARCH) among Mother-
Daughter Pairs 

NIH/Nat. Inst. of 
Environmental 
Health Sciences 

Ping-Ching Hsu, 
PhD  $257,718.00  

PF-24-1321972-01-
DMC 

Exploiting DNA Damage Response Machinery 
to Combat T Cell Exhaustion 

American Cancer 
Society, Inc. 

Jessica Kelliher, 
PhD  $70,000.00  

1R35GM156702-01 Helicase Mechanism and G-Quadruplex 
Signaling 

NIH/Nat. Inst. of 
General Medical 
Sciences 

Kevin Raney, 
PhD $395,785.00  

1R01ES036931-01 Understanding the origins of the mutational 
landscape in cancer 

NIH/Nat. Inst. of 
Environmental 
Health Sciences 

Gunnar Boysen, 
PhD  $639,551.00  

AWD00056331 AACR-John Kincade Scholarship Fund Scholar-
in-Training Award - Sabol 

American 
Association for 
Cancer Research 

Jesus Delgado-
Calle, PhD  $1,475.00  

Total    $1,514,529 

 
Philanthropic Fundraising 

The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute’s Day at the Races was held in March 2025 with record breaking 
attendance of 275 where two races were named in our honor, The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute 
Classic and The Be a Part of the Cure Classic. This is an event hosted by Louis Cella, owner of Oaklawn Racing 
Casino Resort and past chairman of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute Board of Advisors. Events like 
this one set us apart from others in the community. On May 3, 2025, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 
Institute hosted its fifth annual “Be a Part of the Cure Walk,” and we continue to raise our annual goals with 
hopes of succeeding them in registration as well as sponsorships. This year, we raised over $475K and had 1,700 
participants. The Envoys continue to engage constituents outside UAMS to attend the Ambassador Program 
with the class graduating in March with 35 enrollees. On Saturday, September 20, 2025, we will host our annual 
Gala for Life event, which will be the first ever on a Saturday. We will be giving the Pat and Willard Walker 
Tribute Award to Nancy “Jo” Smith. We continue to collaborate with the Vice Chancellor of Institutional 

External Peer- 
Reviewed New Grants Awarded (#) 

Awarded External Peer-Reviewed New Grant Funding  
(Project Period Total Costs) 

6 $1,514,529 
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Advancement, John Erck, and to date, have gifts and pledges totaling $35.4 million, more than $5 million above 
our $30 million goal. 
 
Radiation Oncology Center and Proton Center of Arkansas 

In summer 2023, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute opened a new, 58,000 sq. ft. Radiation Oncology 
Center, which includes the Proton Center of Arkansas, a partnership between UAMS, Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital, Baptist Health, and Proton International. The Radiation Oncology Center and Proton Center of 
Arkansas provides advanced radiation treatments for children and adults with cancer as well as alternative 
treatment to traditional radiation therapy using a precisely focused high-energy beam that targets tumors 
without affecting the surrounding tissue and organs. As part of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute, the 
Proton Center of Arkansas is the only proton center in the state, giving residents the opportunity to receive 
cutting-edge treatment without having to leave the state. In July 2023, the first patients began receiving photon 
therapy at the new Radiation Oncology Center, and the Proton Center began treating patients in September 
2023. During the current reporting period, a monthly average of 80 patients have been seen since December 
2024, and the total number of photon and proton treatments reached 6,007 and 4,098, respectively (Table 7). 
 
Table 7. Radiation Oncology Center and Proton Center of Arkansas. 

Month AVG # of Treatments/Day Total # of Photon Treatments Total # of Proton Treatments 
December 2024 65 738 552 
January 2025 81 1054 721 
February 2025 84 983 691 
March 2025 90 1180 707 
April 2025 80 1098 671 
May 2025 81 954 756 
Totals/Average 80 (AVG) 6007 4098 

 
Clinical Trials 

To provide the best cancer treatment options for Arkansans, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute 
continues to expand its clinical trials program. A staff of 88 research nurses, research coordinators, and 
regulatory and financial specialists currently support over 320 clinical research studies in brain, breast, 
cutaneous, gastrointestinal, genitourinary, gynecological, head and neck, lung, radiation oncology, sarcoma, 
phase I, and hematological cancers. Clinical trials staff have enrolled 118 participants in therapeutic trials and 
over 600 total participants during this reporting period. Our expanded staff presence with clinical trial access to 
Northwest Arkansas and the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System have resulted in an additional 12 
therapeutic enrollments during the current reporting period. We plan to continue to expand our portfolio across 
the network and continue to see an increase in therapeutic clinical trial enrollment, benefiting all Arkansans. 
 
Critical to building a statewide clinical trial program is acquiring a first-rate data management system. To build 
the electronic infrastructure needed to manage and share data across the state, the Cancer Institute has 
purchased and is working towards implementation of a robust commercial Clinical Trials Management System, 
OnCore, to support the clinical trials growth in July 2025. OnCore will allow us to effectively manage the steep 
increase in the clinical trial activity. The use of such a system will boost research operations management, 
simplify information flow between systems, improve study timelines, provide comprehensive reporting for 
ongoing analysis, and integrate throughout the entire state. OnCore is used by 80% of NCI-Designated Cancer 
Centers. In addition to enabling clinical trials throughout the state, this software will facilitate efficient 
communication and collaboration between the Cancer Institute and other cancer centers throughout the 
country. 
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Community Outreach and Engagement 

Dan Dixon, PhD, Associate Director of Community Outreach and Engagement, established a 17-member 
community Advisory Board (CAB), which held its first meeting in late March 2025. The Community Cancer Needs 
Assessment was reviewed by the CAB who identified strategic priorities that will lead the Office of Community 
Outreach and Engagement’s approach to research, patient care, community engagement, healthcare 
infrastructure, capacity building, professional development, and outreach and education efforts.  
 
The patient navigation team continues to promote the Office of Community Outreach and Engagement and the 
navigation services, resulting in a 20% increase in patients navigated to one or more resources from 700 to 
nearly 840 patients during the current reporting period. Due to their deep community connections, navigators 
have been identified as strategic partners by researchers to participate in, or facilitate, several community-based 
research studies. One such example is the U-Quit Study led by Dina Jones, PhD, MPH. This research study was 
designed to help learn more about the experience of quitting smoking among adults who smoke menthol 
cigarettes. Dr. Jones is an assistant professor in the UAMS Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health and serves 
as the principal investigator on the study. The study will have support from the navigation team through the fall 
of 2025 or until the enrollment target is reached (whichever occurs first). 
 
Partnerships, both internal and external, provide a strong path to progress, and the Office of Community 
Outreach and Engagement is partnering with the Clinical Trials Office, UAMS Regional Clinics, and local 
community partners to host town hall meetings this summer. These town hall meetings will focus on clinical 
trials awareness and education, provide information on active trials, and answer questions from the community 
about clinical trials. Meetings have been scheduled in Texarkana, Augusta, El Dorado, and Jonesboro. Thematic 
analysis and other results from the meetings are forthcoming.  
 
Additionally, a statewide partnership with a federally qualified health center (FQHC) is underway that will utilize 
navigators to increase access to colorectal cancer screenings. More details will be available as the partnership 
and workflows are further defined. 
 
Cancer Research Training and Education Core 

A critical component needed for gaining designation as an NCI-Designated Cancer Center is a means for our 
scientists to directly interact with the greater national and international cancer research community. Such 
interactions can introduce our scientists to cutting-edge ideas and raise the profile of our scientists nationally 
and internationally. Cancer Research Training and Education Coordination (CRTEC) at the Winthrop P. 
Rockefeller Cancer Institute uses travel grants and two seminar series – Forum Seminar Series and Cancer 
Institute Grand Rounds – to foster direct interaction with scientific leaders and to raise awareness of our 
investigators and the advanced research they are doing in Arkansas. CRTEC arranges travel, speaker honoraria, 
and speaker itineraries for both Forum and Grand Rounds. This is a large undertaking that we have successfully 
executed for the past three years. 
 
Travel grants allow Cancer Institute members, their fellows, and students to present their research at national 
and international meetings. This gives our scientists exposure to the international scientific community and 
provides a path for exchanging ideas with other leading scientists. These discussions, often around a poster, 
foster collaborations and refinement of scientific concepts. CRTEC has awarded one travel grants between June 
December 1, 2024, to May 31, 2025  
 
The Forum Seminar Series targets internationally recognized basic and translational scientists who are doing 
transformative cancer research with the goal of promoting interactions and collaborations among scientists. The 
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Forum Seminar Series is bi-weekly, and a total of six speakers gave presentations from December 1, 2024 to May 
31, 2025 (three internal and three external). Members interested in the speaker’s work have the opportunity to 
attend a dinner with the host and speaker the evening before their scheduled presentation. The following day, 
the speaker meets with small groups of investigators to discuss ongoing cancer research, allowing our scientists 
to showcase their cancer research and to potentially establish long-term relationships with the speakers. 
Similarly, Grand Rounds attracts internationally known clinical scientists who are applying the latest treatments 
and conducting clinical trials. From December 1, 2024 to May 31, 2025, this CME-accredited series featured 
interactions between our clinical teams with three external and two internal leaders in cancer treatment. 
 
In the fall, CRTEC cohosted UAMS Student Research Day (SRD) alongside the Vice Chancellors Reach Office and 
the UAMS Graduate School. SRD is a campus-wide event that brings graduate students, postdoc and 
professional students from all colleges to present research. More than 220 attendants presented posters, and 
62 posters were cancer relevant. The 2025 Cancer Institute Research Retreat was attended by over 200 
participants, including cancer researchers, trainees, and administrators. Thirty-three Students presented 
posters. 
 
Pilot Funding 

To achieve NCI designation, cancer centers are expected to have a robust research portfolio with funding and 
publications in thematic areas aligned with catchment area needs. To grow our research portfolio in pursuit of 
NCI designation, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute offers pilot opportunities for members who 
conduct research across the translational spectrum. These pilot opportunities are meant to fund new avenues of 
cancer research that will accelerate the collection of data for NCI grant submissions and cancer-relevant 
publications. Pilot funding opportunities include the following: 
 
Seeds of Science Award Program – Since 2009, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute has invested in 
outstanding cancer researchers through the Seeds of Science award mechanism. While this program is overseen 
by the Cancer Institute, it relies on two community partnerships to fund: 1) The Envoys, a group of community 
and business leaders that advocate on behalf of the Cancer Institute, and 2) The Hot Springs Village Walk for 
Cancer Research, an annual event hosted by the residents of Hot Springs Village that raises funds to support 
cancer research at multiple institutions. The Seeds of Science program funds promising new research from 
skilled researchers focused on solving relevant cancer care problems, with the goal of allowing these researchers 
to gather data needed to submit for NCI grant awards and disseminate their findings with others in the field. 
Projects are funded for one year with budgets up to $50,000. During FY25, four cancer investigators received 
Seeds of Science Awards (Table 8). Since the program’s start in 2009, the Cancer Institute has maintained a 
summary of productivity metrics related to total number of awards and related publications, grants, and 
extramural funding (Table 9). 
 
Table 8. Seeds of Science Awards – FY25. 

Project Title Principal Investigators Total Budget 
Amount 

Identification of Inhibitors of HELB 
helicase Alicia Byrd, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biochemistry  $50,000 

Neutrophils in castration-resistant 
prostate cancer microenvironment 

Yuet-kin Leung, PhD, Associate Professor of Pharmacology & 
Toxicology $50,000 

Targeting the BRK-ALK axis to halt breast 
cancer metastasis Sayem Miah. PhD, Assistant Professor of Biochemistry $50,000 
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Pro-metastatic Roles of Extracellular 
Glucose in Triple-Negative Breast Cancer 
Cell Mechanic and Function 

Donghoon Yoon, PhD, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, 
Hematology Oncology Division $50,000 

 
Table 9. Seeds of Science Awards Productivity Metrics – Summary. 

Number of Pilots Awarded Number of Publications Grants Obtained Total Extramural Grant Funding 

37 39 20 $12,211,243 

 
Team Science Award – First established in 2020, the Team Science mechanism supports new cancer-focused 
research between Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute members. Funding supports multi-PI teams pursuing 
collaborative, transdisciplinary research, with the ultimate goal being submission of program project level NCI 
grants. These program project level grants involve teams of researchers combining their expertise with maximal 
impact to address pressing needs in cancer care and are a critical step in the journey toward NCI designation. 
Projects are funded for one year with budgets up to $100,000. During FY25, four investigative teams received 
Team Science Awards (Table 10). While this mechanism has only been active since 2020, the Cancer Institute 
maintains a summary of productivity metrics related to total number of awards and related publications, grants, 
and extramural funding (Table 11). 
 
Table 10. Team Science Awards – FY25. 

Project Title Principal Investigator Total Budget 
Amount 

Exploiting PCK2 to enhance T Cell effector 
function in solid tumors 

Brian Koss, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biochemistry; Analiz 
Rodriguez, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Neurosurgery; 
Marie Burdine, PhD, Assistant Professor of Surgery 

$100,000 

Targeting the pro-survival MCL-1:BAK 
complex in cancer 

Tudor Moldoveanu, PhD, Associate Professor of 
Biochemistry; Darin Jones, PhD, Associate Professor of 
Pharmaceutical Science 

$100,000 

Identifying Biomarkers for Hepatocellular 
Carcinoma (HCC) in Sub-Saharan Africa to 
Improve Outcomes in Immigrant and Low-
Income U.S. Populations 

Bolni Marius Nagalo, PhD, Assistant Professor of Pathology; 
Isabelle Racine Miousse, PhD, Assistant Professor of 
Biochemistry 

$100,000 

Development of Human-Derived Pancreatic 
Cancer Organoids for Translational Research 

Adam Wolfe, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Radiation of 
Oncology; Sonia Orcutt, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery $100,000 

 
Table 11. Team Science Award Program Productivity Metrics – Summary. 

Total Number of Pilots Awarded Number of Publications Grants Obtained Total Extramural Grant Funding 

29 12 6 $8,956,702 

 
Research Program Internal Funding 

As one of the “six essential characteristics” of an NCI-Designated Cancer Center, research programs are defined 
by a common research focus and comprise the research activities, common scientific interests, and goals of 
basic research scientists. Each member of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute participates in one of 
three research programs, Cancer Biology, Cancer Prevention & Population Sciences, and Cancer Therapeutics. 
Members play a vital role in defining the goals of the research programs and identifying collaborative 
opportunities, and the Cancer Institute is committed to supporting those initiatives and fostering collaboration 
within and across the three research programs.  
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In response to the EAB’s recommendation to provide funds to help support research program initiatives, Dr. 
Birrer has provided $250,000 in funding to each research program. It is up to each program leader to decide how 
to spend the funds to enhance the program. Internal funding for each research program is described below. 
 
Cancer Biology – The Cancer Biology Research Program has implemented three funding programs designed to 
increase extramural funding of program members from NCI-recognized funding sources and the number of 
collaborative, high-impact, cancer-relevant publications. Internal funding programs include (1) a program to 
improve grant resubmissions, which provides funds to address the concerns and needed revisions of 
applications that were not funded but received a score and comments from an NCI-recognized funding source; 
(2) a program to improve high-impact publication resubmissions, which provides funds to address the concerns 
and requested revisions of cancer-relevant manuscripts reporting primary research; and (3) a program to reward 
high-impact, collaborative publications, which recognize faculty members who have cancer-relevant publications 
that are high-impact, collaborative, and acknowledged using Cancer Institute resources. During the current 
reporting period, two funding opportunities have been awarded, providing $31,000 in support to Cancer Biology 
members (Table 12). 
 
Table 12. Internal Funding Programs for Cancer Biology 

PI/Lead Author Grant/Manuscript Title Total Amount 
Awarded 

Brian Koss, PhD Exploring host GSK3β-53BP1 axis in immune control of solid tumor 
progression (R01 resubmission) $25,000 

William Lu, PhD 5-FU and cisplatin imprint mitochondrial DNA mutations in T cells (High-
impact factor resubmission $6,000 

Total  $31,000 

 
Cancer Prevention & Population Sciences – The Cancer Prevention & Population Sciences Research Program has 
made funding available so that members may acquire preliminary data necessary for the submission of NIH NCI 
R01 or R01-equivalent grant applications. Members applying to the program may request up to $50,000 in 
funding to support their research. During the current reporting period, one funding opportunity has been 
awarded, providing $40,000 in support to Cancer Prevention & Population Sciences members (Table 13). 
 
Table 13. Internal Funding Programs for Cancer Prevention & Population Sciences 

PI/Lead Author Grant/Manuscript Title Total Amount 
Awarded 

Gunnar Boysen, PhD Understanding the origins of the mutational landscape in cancer $40,000 

Total  $40,000 

 
Cancer Therapeutics – The Cancer Therapeutics Research Program has implemented four funding programs to 
increase federal funding of program members, especially from NCI-recognized funding sources, and to increase 
the number of cancer-relevant publications in high-impact journals. Internal funding programs include (1) travel 
grants that allow members to present their research at cancer-focused, national and international meetings; (2) 
research support funds for graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and collaborative projects; (3) an award to 
support resubmission of R01 or R21 grant applications; (4) a publication award to support resubmission of high-
impact factor manuscripts. During the current reporting period, six funding opportunities have been awarded, 
providing $45,000 in support to Cancer Therapeutics members (Table 14). 
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Table 14. Internal Funding Programs for Cancer Therapeutics 

PI/Lead Author Initiative Total Amount 
Awarded 

Fred Prior, PhD Travel to Conference $2,500 

Marius Nagalo, PhD Travel to Conference $2,500 

Mulu Tesfay, PhD Travel to Conference $2,500 

Amanda Stolarz, PhD Travel to Conference $2,500 

Tudor Moldoveanu, PhD Paper resubmission $15,000 

Pathak and Samanta Pilot faculty collaboration $20,000 

Total  $45,000 

 
Shared Resources 

Shared resources play an essential role in advancing our research mission. The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 
Institute provides access to state-of-the-art equipment, technologies, services, and scientific consultation that 
enhance scientific interaction and productivity among members and other researchers at UAMS. The Cancer 
Institute supports five shared resources: Biostatistics, Genomics, Proteomics, Radiation Biology, and 
Translational Pathology. We continue to grow, develop, and enhance available shared resources to support its 
effort to obtain NCI designation. Shared resources accomplishments during the current reporting period include 
the following: 
 
• Expansion of Services and Equipment – The Genomics Shared Resource acquired an Illumina NovaSeq X-

Plus obtained via an NIH S10 Shared Instrument Grant written and submitted by Dr. Johann. This 
equipment became operational in March 2025 and reduces the cost of sequencing by 40 to 80% 
depending on the specific application. The Genomics Shared Resource also now provides single cell RNA 
Sequencing (scRNA-seq) utilizing FFPE tissue samples. The Proteomics Shared Resource purchased a 
Thermo Stellar Mass Spectrometer for targeted proteomics. This instrument will bring targeted 
proteomics services to members starting in FY26. The shared resource also purchased a CellenONE 
instrument for single cell proteomics. This instrument separates individual cells and prepares samples for 
mass spectrometric analysis in a single well – minimizing loss and maximizing input for single cell 
proteomics. Single cell proteomics will be available to members in FY26. Renovations to the Biomed I 
animal facility (Radiation Biology Shared Resource) are going well and are scheduled to be completed by 
February 2026. Equipment belonging to the Radiation Biology Shared Resource and Dr. Delgado-Calle's 
Bone Imaging Core will move into a dedicated imaging suite in the new facility.  

 
• Extramural Funding Applications – The Radiation Biology Shared Resource plans to submit an NIH High-

End Instrumentation grant application for a cryogen-free small animal MRI machine to replace the existing 
small animal MRI, which continues to grow a strong user base in the Cancer Institute. Alan Tackett, PhD, 
submitted a renewal application for the R24 National Resource in June. During the initial five-year phase 
of funding, the National Resource handled approximately 35,000 individual samples from almost 900 
individual labs across the country. 
 

• Education – The Genomics Shared Resource provided a lecture on NGS and a tour of the facility for an 
educational session involving UAMS AR-INBRE leadership and 25 students from the University of Central 
Arkansas. The Proteomics Shared Resource hosted a novel proteomics internship program was 
implemented by hands-on training related to operating mass spectrometers and the business of managing 
core facilities. The goal of this internship program is to provide technical training to Arkansas students to 
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encourage them to pursue alternative careers in science within the state of Arkansas. In addition, the 
Shared Resource Directors continue to present at Research Program meetings to increase awareness of 
services offered by their respective laboratories. 

 
• Shared Resources Annual Survey – The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute Shared Resources has 

completed its annual survey of members to gather data on membership demographics, usage, knowledge 
of offered programs and services, and member satisfaction with services and technology provided 
including timeliness, quality, cost-effectiveness, and accessibility. Additionally, members were surveyed on 
their predicted future use of Shared Resources to ascertain the best ways to support the future needs of 
members and their research. The annual survey is a strategic tool used to perform comparative analytics 
to help identify growth and areas in need of improvement as a part of the Shared Resource annual review 
process.
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APPENDIX A 
Expense Breakdown
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Expense Breakdown – Senate Bill 151 – Trust Fund for NCI Designation 

Program Account Description 
Fund Center 
Account Salary Fringe M&O 

Total 
Expense Notes 

Imig, John CC004122 73,406.93 19,049.68 32,362.91 124,819.52 Recruitment package support 

Owsley, Kelsey CC004123 13,982.00 3,220.83 0.00 17,202.83 Recruitment package support 

Van Der Plas, Ellen CC004124 0.00 0.00 27,711.76 27,711.76 Support of head & neck clinical trial 

Griffin, Robert CC004127 3,179.10 779.28 690.57 4,648.95 Support of head & neck clinical trial 

Atiq, Omar, MD (COM Internal Medicine-Medical Oncology) CC100244 37,697.52 8,652.48 24,808.34 71,158.34 Support of head & neck clinical trial 

Cancer Service Line Support CC100246 -4,000.00 -8,670.95 0.00 -12,670.95 Clinical research effort for Jibran Ahmed, MD 

Cancer Institute Administration CC100248 205,318.12 47,511.04 -120,337.13 132,492.03 Staff salaries, equipment, supplies, etc. 

Cancer Institute Basic Research CC100249 10,644.56 1,691.40 75,175.21 87,511.17 For WPRCI Research Retreat 

Cancer Clinical Trials Research Administration (CCTRA) CC100250 1,234,499.81 314,025.51 16,475.94 1,565,001.26 Cancer Clinical Trials 

Leung, Ricky, PhD (COM Pharmacology Toxicology) CC100253 0.00 0.00 21,538.54 21,538.54 Recruitment package support 

Birrer, Michael, MD, (Cancer Institute) CC100332 0.00 0.00 -7,294.22 -7,294.22 Recruitment package support 

Manzano, Mark, PhD (COM Microbiology & Immunology) CC100335 -12,220.90 -3,103.11 2,071.54 -13,252.47 Recruitment package support 

Zhan, Frank MD, PhD (COM Internal Medicine - Medical 
Oncology) 

CC100336 25,331.37 7,337.81 26,825.93 59,495.11 Recruitment package support 

Belido, Teresita, PhD (COM Physiology and Biophysics) CC100360 83,332.37 20,336.24 23,870.38 127,538.99 Recruitment package support 

Stephens, Kimberly, MD (COM Peds Care) CC100361 12,648.85 3,140.98 421.45 16,211.28 Recruitment package support 

Cancer Institute Cancer Therapeutics CC100365 22,634.64 7,362.27 1,652.20 31,649.11 Cancer Institute Program Support 

Cancer Institute Health Disparities - Ronda Henry-Tillman, MD CC100366 23,140.03 5,487.34 0.00 28,627.37 Retention package support 

Core Voucher Program CC100372 0.00 0.00 65,132.00 65,132.00 Cancer core use vouchers for CI members 

Ryan, Katie, PhD (COM Biochemistry) CC100416 8,902.95 2,116.67 0.00 11,019.62 Recruitment package support 

Jones, Dina (CPH HBHE Center for Tobacco Study) CC100418 35,422.63 7,066.37 3,686.60 46,175.60 Recruitment package support 

Cancer Institute Community Outreach CC100422 610,088.89 134,286.69 14,444.49 758,820.07 Support for Associate Director for Community 
Outreach and Engagement 

Cancer Institute CCSG Administration CC100423 67,819.67 13,462.40 0.00 81,282.07 Recruit ads 

Wolfe, Adam CC100428 136,472.59 25,123.50 0.00 161,596.09 Recruitment package support 

Delgado-Calle, Jesus, MD, (COM Physiology & Biophysics) CC100457 0.00 0.00 19,242.73 19,242.73 Recruitment package support 
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Program Account Description 
Fund Center 
Account Salary Fringe M&O 

Total 
Expense Notes 

Radiation Core CC100471 5,217.91 956.55 13,132.67 19,307.13 Purchase of x-ray cabinet 

Recruitment Costs CC100488 0.00 0.00 5,918.42 5,918.42 Advertising costs, travel, interview meals, etc. 

Dr. Karbassi Breast Vaccine Support CC100509 10,710.00 2,742.28 18,704.96 32,157.24 Support of clinical trial for a breast cancer vaccine 

Yeh, Ed (COM Internal Medicine) CC100779 0.00 0.00 66,474.09 66,474.09 Recruitment package support 

Nagalo, Marius (COM Pathology) CC100783 75,680.62 14,551.84 118,333.40 208,565.86 Recruitment package support 

Miah, Syem (COM Biochemistry) CC100924 59,654.50 12,755.89 9,222.29 81,632.68 Recruitment package support 

Park, Mark (COPH Epidemiology)  CC100794 1,409.85 346.73 25,142.43 26,899.01 Recruitment package support 

Enemark, Eric (COM-Biochemistry) CC100826 37,648.68 12,589.92 0.00 50,238.60 Recruitment package support 

Chang, Ming (COM Pharmacology and Toxicology) CC100827 14,832.01 2,678.05 4,183.65 21,693.71 Recruitment package support 

Tackett, Alan (COM Biochemistry) CC100988 67,099.86 16,199.46 21,869.42 105,168.74 Research support 

Qin, Z (COM Pathology) CC100991 602.09 107.31 13,046.53 13,755.93 Recruitment package support 

Byrd, Alicia (COM Biochemistry) CC100992 18,725.02 29.98 27,973.07 46,728.07 Recruitment package support 

Xia, Fen (COM Radiation Oncology) CC100993 0.00 0.00 10,673.50 10,673.50 Recruitment package support 

Proteomics Core (COM Biochemistry) CC100994 16,387.55 2,591.82 0.00 18,979.37 Proteomics Core support 

Lu, Williams (COM Pathology) CC101002 44,673.71 8,508.59 85,825.44 139,007.74 Recruitment package support 

Hsu, Ping-Ching (COPH EOH) CC101004 20,852.82 4,933.68 2,747.98 28,534.48 Recruitment package support 

WPRCI Diversity CC101028 20,672.12 2,353.10 0.00 23,025.22 Support for Associate Director for Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion 

Johann, Don (DBMI) CC101114 134,175.53 32,998.86 1,427.72 168,602.11 Research support 

WPRCI Admin Mammo Van CC101120 75,287.51 19,431.61 2,835.84 97,554.96 Program support 

Rahman, Mohammad (COM Biochemistry) CC101130 32,307.45 8,004.26 34,958.61 75,270.32 Recruitment package support 

Racine-Miousse, Isabella (COM Biochemistry) CC101152 7,725.00 3,108.94 1,901.66 12,735.60 Recruitment package support 

Travel Grant Program CC102679 0.00 0.00 1,251.24 1,251.24 Support for cancer related research travel 

Koss, Brian (COM Biochemistry) CC102685 66,861.08 15,260.55 77,905.04 160,026.67 Recruitment package support 

Tobacco Cessation CC102719 46,351.23 7,815.57 0.00 54,166.80 Tobacco cessation program support 

Hallgren, Emily CC102779 7,995.96 1,476.34 0.00 9,472.30 Recruitment package support 
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Program Account Description 
Fund Center 
Account Salary Fringe M&O 

Total 
Expense Notes 

Clawson, Emily CC102782 44,321.24 11,819.39 33,083.10 89,223.73 Recruitment package support 

Veeraputhiran, Muthu CC102809 0.00 0.00 743.00 743.00 Recruitment package support 

Van Rhee, Fritz CC102810 19,220.19 2,332.10 0.00 21,552.29 Translational Research support 

Schootman, Mario CC102817 63,981.08 14,234.73 0.00 78,215.81 Recruitment package support 

Rodriguez, Analiz CC102823 129,439.98 17,771.85 0.00 147,211.83 Research support 

Cancer Prevention and Population Sciences CC102830 10,504.74 2,010.28 0.00 12,515.02 Program support 

Jaemsen, Joonas CC102851 88,783.98 22,633.70 49,377.37 160,795.05 Recruitment package support 

Moldoveanu, Tudor CC102852 33,381.18 10,872.49 40,829.81 85,083.48 Recruitment package support 

Biostatistics CC102853 56,214.87 14,203.59 0.00 70,418.46 Support to Biostatistics Core 

DelNero, Peter CC103030 47,900.29 10,829.93 3,260.90 61,991.12 Recruitment package support 

Hematology/Oncology Fellowship CC103123 0.00 0.00 72,634.85 72,634.85 Program support 

Kim, KyoungHyun CC103331 49,646.24 15,798.33 16,210.34 81,654.91 Recruitment package support 

Cancer Prevention and Control CC103351 60,352.91 9,451.40 0.00 69,804.31 Program support 

Allen, Antino CC103374 27,400.65 1,086.61 101,113.86 129,601.12 Recruitment package support 

WPRCI Administration CC103375 0.00 10.05 0.00 10.05 Program support 

Griffin, Robert Support CC103387 0.00 0.00 49.32 49.32 Recruitment package support 

Tu, Shi-Ming CC103429 2,168.51 505.20 7,116.12 9,789.83 Support to cancer research 

Cancer Biology CC103477 0.00 0.00 737.84 737.84 Program support 

Tiwari, Amit CC103501 53,389.61 6,727.88 46,453.64 106,571.13 Recruitment package support 

Shared Resources Support CC103506 21,275.29 4,398.11 0.00 25,673.40 Program support 

Research Education Support CC103507 7,828.51 1,381.68 250.00 9,460.19 Program support 

Eoff, Robert Support CC103707 0.00 0.00 19,266.63 19,266.63 Program support 

Zhu, Yong Support CC103769 70,000.02 13,623.71 21,125.03 104,748.76 Recruitment package support 

Taverna, Sean Support CC103793 2,391.19 416.58 0.00 2,807.77 Recruitment package support 

Rathod, Aniruddha Support CC103947 56,500.02 13,497.58 2,774.68 72,772.28 Recruitment package support 

Rathod, Rutu Support CC103948 56,500.02 11,851.85 1,869.68 70,221.55 Recruitment package support 
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Program Account Description 
Fund Center 
Account Salary Fringe M&O 

Total 
Expense Notes 

Dixon, Dan Support CC103969 182,222.16 39,180.33 43,233.40 264,635.89 Recruitment package support 

Allen, Jaimi Support CC104017 0.00 0.00 2,613.36 2,613.36 Recruitment package support 

West, Kirk Support CC104034 8,163.40 1,506.18 28,844.57 38,514.15 Recruitment package support 

Total Expense   $4,444,758 $1,004,461 $1,263,595 $6,712,814  
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APPENDIX B 
Curricula Vitae of Cancer Research Recruits
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Adekunle “Kunle” Odunsi, MD, PhD (Chair) 
Director, University of Chicago Medicine Comprehensive Cancer Center  
Dean for Oncology, Biological Sciences Division 
The Abbvie Foundation Distinguished Service Professor  
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 

 

Adekunle "Kunle" Odunsi, MD, PhD, FRCOG, FACOG, is an expert in immunotherapy and vaccine therapy for cancer. 
Dr. Odunsi pioneered the development of antigen-specific vaccine therapy and “next generation” adoptive T-cell 
immunotherapies to prolong remission rates in women with ovarian cancer. Dr. Odunsi received his medical degree 
from the University of Ife and his doctoral degree from the Imperial Cancer Research Fund Laboratories, MRC 
Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine, John Radcliffe Hospital, in Oxford, United Kingdom. He completed his 
residencies in obstetrics and gynecology at the Rosie Maternity and Addenbrooke’s Hospitals, University of 
Cambridge, and Yale University School of Medicine. His fellowship in gynecologic oncology was at Roswell Park 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, in Buffalo, New York, where he joined the faculty in 2001 and remains. Dr. Odunsi’s 
research interests focus on understanding the mechanisms of immune recognition and tolerance in human ovarian 
cancer, and the translation of the findings to clinical immunotherapy trials. 
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Edward Chu, MD, MMS 
Director, Albert Einstein Cancer Center  
Vice President for Cancer Medicine, Montefiore Medicine 
Professor, Department of Medicine (Oncology) 
Professor, Department of Molecular Pharmacology 
Carol and Roger Einiger Endowed Professor of Cancer Medicine 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Bronx, New York 

 

Edward Chu, MD, MMS, received his undergraduate, graduate, and medical degrees from the Brown University 
Program in Liberal Medical Education and continued at Brown to complete his internal medicine residency. Dr. Chu 
currently serves as the Deputy Director of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center’s (UPMC) Hillman Cancer 
Center (HCC), Co-leader of the HCC Cancer Therapeutics Program, Director of the HCC Phase I Program, Associate 
Director of the University of Pittsburgh Drug Discovery Institute, and Chief of the Division of Hematology-Oncology. In 
addition to his leadership positions, Dr. Chu is a National Institutes of Health-funded basic, translational, and clinical 
investigator. As well as clinical oncologist with a long history of developing and leading phase I and phase II clinical 
trials, particularly for colorectal cancer and other gastroenterology cancers. With his expertise in cancer 
pharmacology and drug development, he has been active in designing and developing novel agents and treatment 
approaches. 

 

E. Claire Dees, MD, ScM 
Professor of Medicine, Division of Oncology  
Breast Oncology and Developmental Therapeutics 
Director, Early Phase Clinical Trials Group 
Co-Lead, Clinical Research Program 
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Chapel Hill, NC  

 

E. Claire Dees, MD, ScM, is an experienced medical oncologist and clinical trialist. She is a Professor of Medicine at the 
University of North Carolina School of Medicine, and a member of The UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
and the UNC Breast Center. She founded the Developmental Therapeutics (Phase I trials) Working Group at UNC-LCCC, 
and she now directs the early phase clinical trials program and the breast cancer clinical trials group. Dr. Dees co-leads 
the LCCC Clinical Research Program. Her research focuses on early phase clinical trials of novel therapeutics, especially 
those focused on breast cancer. She has been the principal investigator for over 100 trials including ten currently open 
early phase trials.  
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Chad A. Ellis, PhD 
Senior Director of Higher Education Consulting   
Huron Consulting Group 

 
Chad Ellis, PhD, earned his bachelor’s degree in microbiology and cell science from the University of Florida and his 
doctorate in pharmacology from the University of Illinois School of Medicine. He joined the NCI as a postdoctoral 
fellow in 1999 where he focused on the regulation, activation, and signaling pathways of the Ras proteins and 
identified and oversaw a patent application for the novel protein, Rig. Dr. Ellis served as Deputy Director of Research 
Affairs at the Yale Comprehensive Cancer Center, where he led strategic planning activities for the center, oversaw 
cancer research activities, managed key infrastructure and administrative tasks, and handled faculty retention and 
recruitment. In 2014, he was appointed Associate Director of Administration at UNC Lineberger Comprehensive 
Cancer Center. Dr. Ellis also spent several years as a research scientist and consultant to private companies, including 
Rexahn Corporation, FBA, Inc., and Cellectricon Inc. 

 

John Farley, MD, COL (ret), FACOG, FACS  
Division of Gynecologic Oncology 
Center for Women’s Health 
Dignity Health Cancer Institute 
Phoenix, AZ  

 
John Farley, MD, COL (ret), is a board-certified gynecologic oncologist at Dignity Health – Cancer Institute and the 
Division of Gynecologic Oncology at the Center for Women’s Health at Dignity Health St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
Medical Center. He is dual board-certified in obstetrics and gynecology. Dr. Farley’s expertise includes clinical trial 
design, new drug development, and treatment of complex gynecologic malignancies. He is a member of NRG 
Oncology, American Association of Cancer Research, Society of Gynecologic Oncologists, American Society of Clinical 
Oncology, and is a Fellow of the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. In 2020, he received the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award and the Society of Gynecologic 
Oncology Ambassador Award. Dr. Farley is a highly decorated Colonel in the U.S. Army and was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal in 2005 and Meritorious Service Medal in 2006. He received his undergraduate degree from the United 
States Military Academy. He then received his medical degree from Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences. He later completed his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology and fellowship in Gynecologic Oncology at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

 
  



Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute NCI Fund Semiannual Legislative Report 
 

December 1, 2024 – May 31, 2025 | Page 80 

 
Andrew K. Godwin, Ph.D. 
Chancellors Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Sciences Endowed Professor 
Professor, Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine 
Division Director, Genomic Diagnostics, Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine. 
Director, Molecular Oncology 
Deputy Director, University of Kansas NCI-Designated Cancer Center 
Founding Director, Kansas Institute for Precision Medicine COBRE 
Professor, Department of Cancer Biology (secondary)  
Professor, Department of Internal Medicine (secondary) 
Professor, Department of Microbiology, Molecular Genetics and Immunology (secondary) 
Biorepository Coordinator for the HICTR Translational Technologies Resource Center 
Director, Biospecimen Shared Resource 
Director, Biospecimen Repository Core Facility 
KBA Eminent Scholar 
Kansas University Medical Center 
University of Kansas 
Kansas City, KS 
 

 

Andrew K. Godwin, PhD, is the Chancellors Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Sciences Endowed Professor and Division 
Director of Genomic Diagnostics in the Department of Pathology at KUMC. He serves as a professor of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine and is the founding director of the Clinical Molecular Oncology Laboratory, a CLIA-certified, CAP-
accredited molecular diagnostics laboratory for the KU Health System. Dr. Godwin also serves as the founding director 
of the KU Cancer Centers’ Biospecimen Shared Resource and the KU Medical Center’s Biospecimen Repository Core 
Facility, as well as the founding scientific director for the Biomarker Discovery Laboratory (BDL) which supports 
integral and integrated biomarker studies for clinical trials. He is a leader in the field of translational research and 
precision medicine, and his laboratories at KUMC continue to focus on various aspects of both basic and translational 
research, with an emphasis on the early detection of cancer, predictive and prognostic biomarkers, liquid biopsies 
based on extracellular vesicles, molecular therapeutics, companion diagnostics, clinical trials, and biosample 
ascertainment. He is currently a member of the Early Therapeutics and Rare Cancers Committee and vice chair of the 
Breast Translational Medicine Subcommittee of the Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG), Dr. Godwin remains active in 
ovarian cancer advocacy. 
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Kathleen Moore, MD, MS 
Associate Director, Clinical Research 
Director, Oklahoma TSET Phase I Program 
Virginia Kerley Cade Endowed Chair, Cancer Development 
Professor, Section of Gynecologic Oncology 
Stephenson Cancer Center 
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 
Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Kathleen Moore, MD, is the Virginia Kerley Cade Endowed Chair in Cancer Development and a professor in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. She currently serves 
as the Associate Director of clinical research and the director of the Oklahoma TSET Phase I Program at the 
Stephenson Cancer Center. She also serves as the program director of the Gynecology Oncology Fellowship Program 
in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology. She completed her gynecology oncology fellowship at the University 
of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in 2007 and was recruited to join the faculty. Her primary areas of interest are in 
new drug development and Phase I clinical trials. 

 

Samir N. Khleif, MD 
Professor of Oncology 
Georgetown University 
Washington D.C. 

 

Samir N. Khleif, MD, is an immunologist and immune therapist. His research program “Translational Tumor 
Immunology” focuses on understanding mechanisms through which the immune system and cancer cells interact and 
how to overcome tumor tolerance in developing therapeutic approaches. Specifically, his research interests include 
developing novel immune therapeutics, cancer vaccines and delineating the mechanisms of resistance to 
immunotherapy. From 2006-2009, Dr. Khleif was asked by the U.S. government to develop and direct the King Hussein 
Cancer Centre in Amman. Dr. Khleif served as Director of Georgia Cancer Center at Augusta University. As Director of 
the Georgia Cancer Center, Dr. Khleif oversaw the development of a large integrated program of basic scientists and 
clinicians merging the Cancer Center’s strengths in immunology, inflammation, tolerance, basic science, and immune 
therapy. Dr. Khleif was an intramural NIH scientist for 20 years. While at NCI, he served as a leader of the Cancer 
Vaccine Section, leading a nationally active Immune Therapy Program. His laboratory has conducted some of the 
earliest clinical trials in antigen vaccines and was the first to conduct vaccines against mutant oncogenes. He has 
published several studies on the mechanisms of tumor-induced suppression in animal models and has overcome such 
inhibition by developing strategies that have been translated into clinical trials.  
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Lalita Shevde-Semant, PhD 
Associate Director, Cancer Research Training and Education Coordination 
Professor, Department of Pathology 
O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Birmingham, AL 

 

Lalita Shevde-Samant, PhD is a professor in the Department of Pathology and the Associate Director of Cancer 
Research Training and Education Coordination (CRTEC) at the O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer at UAB. Since 2004, her 
lab has been continuously funded to interrogate dynamics of interactions between breast tumor cells and their 
microenvironment. Investigations led by her group have uncovered a novel role of Hedgehog signaling in regulating 
tumor cell resistance to chemotherapeutics and the tumor microclimate; more recently having identified that 
Hedgehog activity sculpts the immune portfolio of breast tumors. She has a well-documented record of 
accomplishments, with 108 peer-reviewed research publications and book chapters. These discoveries have been 
enabled with intramural support and extramural funding from the NCI and the Department of Defense. 

 
 

Sora Park Tanjasiri, DrPH, MPH 
Professor, Department of Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
Equity Advisor, Program in Public Health 
Associate Director, Cancer Health Equity & Community Engagement 
Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of California, Irvine 
Orange, CA  

 

Sora Park Tanjasiri, DrPH, MPH, is a professor in the department of Epidemiology at the University of California, Irvine 
Department and The Associate Director of Cancer Health Disparities and Community Engagement at the Chao Family 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Her research focuses on community health promotion to reduce cancer health 
disparities among diverse populations, particularly Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. She has served as PI or Co-PI 
on over two dozen extramurally funded cancer-related studies, including multiple Principal Investigator of the Bristol-
Myers Squibb Foundation-funded Optimizing Access to Cancer Care for Asian Americans, and the NCI-funded U54 
Community Network Program Center WINCART: Weaving an Islander Network for Cancer Awareness, Research and 
Training. Her research has been published in such peer-reviewed journals as American Journal of Public 
Health, Journal of the American Medical Association, Health Education & Behavior, and Health Promotion Practice. Dr. 
Tanjasiri also serves as an advisor to numerous non-profit organizations, including the Orange County Asian Pacific 
Islander Community Alliance, St. Joseph Health System Community Partnership Fund, and the Orange County 
Women’s Health Project. 
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APPENDIX D 
Act 181
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A Bill 

Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law. 
Act 181 of the Regular Session 

 
1 State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/4/19 

2 92nd General Assembly 
3 Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 151 
4 

5 By: Senators Irvin, Bledsoe, B. Davis, J. English 
6 By: Representatives M. Gray, Barker, Bentley, Brown, Capp, Cavenaugh, Crawford, Dalby, C. Fite, 
7 Lundstrum, J. Mayberry, Petty, Rushing, Speaks, Vaught, Gazaway 
8 

9 For An Act To Be Entitled 
10 AN ACT CONCERNING THE PURSUIT OF A NATIONAL CANCER 

11 INSTITUTE-DESIGNATED CANCER CENTER AT THE WINTHROP P. 

12 ROCKEFELLER CANCER INSTITUTE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

13 ARKANSAS FOR MEDICAL SCIENCES; TO CREATE THE 

14 UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS FOR MEDICAL SCIENCES NATIONAL 

15 CANCER INSTITUTE DESIGNATION TRUST FUND; AND FOR 

16 OTHER PURPOSES. 17 

18 

19 Subtitle 
20 CONCERNING THE PURSUIT OF A NATIONAL 

21 CANCER INSTITUTE-DESIGNATED CANCER CENTER 

22 AT THE WINTHROP P. ROCKEFELLER CANCER 

23 INSTITUTE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 

24 FOR MEDICAL SCIENCES. 25 

26 

27 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 28 

29 SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Legislative findings. 

30 The General Assembly finds that: 

31 (1) In 2018, approximately sixteen thousand (16,000) Arkansans 

32 were diagnosed with cancer in 2018, which means that forty-four (44) 

33 Arkansans were diagnosed with cancer per day; 

34 (2) Of those sixteen thousand (16,000) Arkansans diagnosed with 

35 cancer, six thousand nine hundred ten (6,910) will die of the disease; 

36 (3) The four (4) types of cancer with significantly high annual 
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1 diagnosis rates in Arkansas are: 

2 (A) Lung and bronchus cancer, with two thousand seven 

3 hundred twenty (2,720) diagnoses; 

4 (B) Breast cancer, with two thousand one hundred sixty 

5 (2,160) diagnoses; 
 

6 (C) Prostate cancer, with one thousand two hundred sixty 
 

7 (1,260) diagnoses; and 

8 (D) Colon and rectal cancer, with one thousand three 

9 hundred seventy diagnoses (1,370); 

10 (4) Over the past twenty-eight (28) years, nationwide cancer- 

11 related deaths have decreased by five percent (5%), but in Arkansas the rate 

12 of cancer-related deaths has increased by nine percent (9%); 

13 (5) Only Kentucky, Mississippi, and Oklahoma had higher cancer- 

14 related death rates in the past twenty-eight (28) years than Arkansas; 

15 (6) Cancer is the second-leading cause of death in Arkansas and 

16 may become the leading cause of death within the next decade, surpassing the 

17 current leading cause, cardiovascular disease, based on the diagnosis trends 

18 in the state; 

19 (7) There are currently seventy (70) National Cancer Institute- 

20 Designated Cancer Centers, located in thirty-six (36) states and the District 

21 of Columbia, including National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Centers in 

22 Texas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Tennessee; 

23 (8) There are no National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer 

24 Centers in Arkansas, Mississippi, or Louisiana; 

25 (9) In 2018, the State of Oklahoma received the seventieth 

26 National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center; 

27 (10) Having a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center 

28 in Arkansas will improve and expand access to clinical trials, cancer 

29 treatment, cancer prevention, cancer screening, and education in Arkansas; 

30 (11) A National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center in 

31 Arkansas would act as a hub of groundbreaking treatments and care for the 

32 communities around the state;  

33 (12) Arkansas cancer patients often times are required to leave 

34 the state to receive treatment at a National Cancer Institute-Designated 

35 Cancer Center; 

36 (13) National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Centers have 
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1 expanded treatment options due to research grant funds and experimental 

2 trials, and hundreds of research studies are underway at these centers, 

3 ranging from basic laboratory research to clinical assessments of new 

4 treatments not currently available in Arkansas; 

5 Having a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center 
 

6 in the state would save the lives of thousands of Arkansans through expanded 

7 treatment opportunities, including opportunities to participate in 

8 experimental cancer treatments; 

9 (15) Being a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center 

10 would allow the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the University of 

11 Arkansas for Medical Sciences to be awarded more research funds, which will 

12 provide additional experimental cancer treatments in the state; 

13 (16) A National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center will 

14 provide support for cancer treatment providers, clinics, and hospitals in 

15 Arkansas; 

16 (17) In addition to the human suffering caused by cancer, there 

17 are economic costs that result from the disease, including medical costs and 

18 the impact on the productivity of the cancer patient and his or her family; 

19 (18) The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 

20 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences is pursuing designation as a 

21 National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center for the benefit of the 

22 more than three million (3,000,000) citizens of Arkansas; 

23 (19) The National Cancer Institute recommends that a cancer 

24 center have at least twenty million dollars ($20,000,000) in National Cancer 

25 Institute-funded research; 

26 (20) The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 

27 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences currently has approximately ten 

28 million dollars ($10,000,000) in National Cancer Institute-funded research; 

29 (21) The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 

30 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences can apply for only a limited 

31 number of National Cancer Institute grant funds because over sixty percent 

32 (60%) of the National Cancer Institute's grant applications require that the 

33 cancer center be a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center in 

34 order to apply for the grant funds; 

35 (22) In order to achieve status as a National Cancer Institute- 

36 Designated Cancer Center, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 
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1 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences will need to recruit: 

2 (A) A renowned expert in cancer research to serve as the 

3 Director of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the University of 

4 Arkansas for Medical Sciences; and 

5 (B) Nationally recognized National Cancer Institute-funded 

6 medical professionals; 

7 (23) To be successful in gaining status as a National Cancer 

8 Institute-Designated Cancer Center, ongoing, dedicated financial support from 

9 the State of Arkansas is critical; 

10 (24) The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 

11 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences will need a stream of funding 

12 between ten million dollars ($10,000,000) and twenty million dollars 

13 ($20,000,000) per year to establish and maintain a National Cancer Institute- 

14 Designated Cancer Center; 

15 (25) Like other states that have been successful in securing 

16 status as a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center for their 

17 cancer centers, it is incumbent that the State of Arkansas invest in this 

18 initiative; 

19 (26) It is a strategic goal of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller 

20 Cancer Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences to 

21 becomes a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center; 

22 (27) State government funds will assist the Winthrop P. 

23 Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical 

24 Sciences secure vital investments from other public and private sources; 

25 (28) The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 

26 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences is committed to raising at least 

27 thirty million dollars ($30,000,000) in private funds to support the pursuit 

28 of achieving status as a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center; 

29 (29) The private resources pursued by the Winthrop P. 

30 Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical 

31 Sciences are a part of a cohesive and focused plan that will forever change 

32 the state; 

33 (30) It is estimated that having a National Cancer Institute- 

34 Designated Cancer Center will bring in an additional seventy million dollars 

35  ($70,000,000) annually to Arkansas’s economy and will create one thousand 

36 five hundred eighty-four (1,584) new jobs over five (5) years; 
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1 (31) The state should establish a fund solely for the purpose of 

2 pursuing and maintaining status as a National Cancer Institute-Designated 

3 Cancer Center for the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the 

4 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences; 

5 (32) If upon June 30, 2027, the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 

6 Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences has not achieved 

7 status as a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer Center, then the fund 

8 created in this act should sunset; and 

9 (33) Future General Assemblies will have the authority and 

10 responsibility to evaluate the progress of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 

11 Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences toward achieving 

12 status as a National Cancer Institute-Designed Cancer Center and adjust this 

13 act accordingly. 14 

15 SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 19, Chapter 5, Subchapter 11, is 

16 amended to add an additional section to read as follows: 

17 19-5-1149. University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences National Cancer 

18 Institute Designation Trust Fund — Report. 

19 (a) There is created on the books of the Treasurer of State, the 

20 Auditor of State, and the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State a trust fund to 

21  be known as the “University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences National Cancer 

22 Institute Designation Trust Fund”. 

23 (b) The fund shall consist of: 

24 (1) Moneys obtained from private grants or other sources that 

25 are designated to be credited to the fund; and 

26 (2) Any other funds authorized or provided by law. 

27 (c) The fund shall be used by the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 

28 Institute at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences solely to 

29 achieve and maintain status as a National Cancer Institute-Designated Cancer 

30 Center. 

31 (d) The Treasurer of State shall invest the moneys available in the 

32 fund. 

33 (e)(1) The investment of funds under this section is exempt from § 19- 

34 3-518(a)(2)(B)(i)(b) and (c). 

35 (2) Moneys in the fund may be invested in any instrument: 

36 (A) Listed in § 19-3-518(b)(1)(B); and 
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1 (B) Approved by the guidelines established by the State 

2 Treasury investment policy approved by the State Board of Finance. 

3 (f) Moneys remaining in the fund at the end of each fiscal year shall 

4 carry forward and be made available for the purposes stated in this section 

5 in the next fiscal year. 

6 (g)(1) The Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute at the University 

7 of Arkansas for Medical Sciences shall submit a semiannual report containing 

8 the following information to the Governor; the Legislative Council or, if the 

9 General Assembly is in session, the Joint Budget Committee; the Senate 

10 Committee on Public Health, Welfare and Labor; and the House Committee on 

11 Public Health, Welfare, and Labor: 

12 (A) The balance of the fund as of the reporting date; 

13 (B) A list of the administrative costs paid for from the 

14 fund, including without limitation salaries, pensions, and packages; 

15 (C) The total revenue received by the fund during the 

16 reporting period; and 

17 (D) A detailed description of the steps taken and the 

18 progress made toward achieving status as a National Cancer Institute- 

19 Designated Cancer Center during the reporting period. 

20 (2) The semiannual report required under this subsection shall 

21 be submitted by January 1 and July 1 of each year. 22 

23 

24 /s/Irvin 

25 

26 

27 APPROVED: 2/19/19 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 
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