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October 4, 2024 

Senator Jonathan Dismang, Co-Chair 
Representative Frances Cavenaugh, Co-Chair 
Performance Evaluation & Expenditure Review Committee 
Arkansas Legislative Council  
State Capitol Building 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

RE:  FY 25 Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act of 2021 

Dear Co-Chairs: 

Pursuant to Section 37 (01) of Act 152 of 2024, I am forwarding the attached 
Infrastructure and Investment and Jobs Act request(s) that have received my approval 
as Chief Fiscal Officer of the State.     

1. ADA - Department of Agriculture – State Forest Action Plan $711,000 
2. ADA – Department of Agriculture – Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Invasive

Species Funding $45,000 
3. ADA – Natural Resources Division – 2024 Drinking Water State Revolving

Fund Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Emerging Contaminants $9,147,000
4. DFA – Budget and Administrative Services – Grid Resiliency Grant

$5,064,564

Sincerely, 

James L. Hudson 
Secretary 
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24-DG-11083105-430
Project Description

The ADA Forestry Division currently maintains approximately 28,000 acres across three State 
Forests located in Poison Springs State Forest, Hot Springs State Forest and Lucky Hollow State 
Forest. A need exists to incorporate forest vegetation management for improved forest health and 
reduced wildfire risks. This funding opportunity would provide assistance to establishing forest 
vegetation management demonstrations at Poison Springs State Forest and Hot Springs State 
Forest. The forest management demonstrations will improve the quality and health of the forest 
while providing educational opportunities for Arkansas landowners. 
The Arkansas Forestry Division has had the same communication system for over 11 years the 
radios are outdated and the wholes system needs to be replaced so we can have better 
communication throughout the state. The Arkansas Forestry Division will replace a portion of the 
radios in trucks, plow trucks, dozers over the next three years. We will begin with one district and 
continue that progress until all seven districts have been completed. These new radios will give us 
better communication capability with local, state, and federal government agencies. 
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23-DG-11083105-440
Project Description

The Arkansas Department of Agriculture’s Forestry Division (hereafter, Forestry Division) 
recognizes invasive species as a threat to forested ecosystems. This threat is highlighted in the 
Arkansas 2020-2029 Forest Action Plan. These funds are designed to build and maintain capacity 
around invasive forest species control (i.e., insect, disease, and invasive plants in forested 
areas). The Forestry Division has been limited in ability to focus efforts toward mitigating 
invasive forest pest species on-the-ground. This funding can enable new partnership efforts. For 
measurable on-the-ground accomplishments, individuals working on this grant will facilitate 
community-driven, invasive species response. For example, if a community wants to remove 
invasive plants from a public park, then the Forestry Division can assist by connecting the 
community with materials (e.g., chemical applicator supplies), contracting professional 
removal services, and supervising projects that utilize passthrough funding. This $45,000 
additional capacity funding will be used as passthrough to financially support the invasive plant 
control efforts of the Little Rock Parks and Recreation. 
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