














BEFORE THE STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 

 
CHARLES MCRAVEN and 
LINDA MCRAVN                 CLAIMANTS 
 
vs. NO. 190727 
 
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION RESPONDENT 
 

MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT 

Claimants Charles and Linda McRaven by and through their attorneys, state 

for their Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement: 

1. This case was a contested matter by which Claimant suffered serious 

injuries including a broken hip in a fall at a rest stop owned and operated by the 

Arkansas Department of Transportation. 

2. Claimant Charles McRaven entered the bathroom of the rest stop and 

slipped to the floor. The fall was caused by a water leak from a sink in the bathroom 

that allowed the floor to be covered in water. Respondant denied any claim of 

negligence or fault in the cause of the fall.  

3. The parties have reached an agreed resolution to this matter whereby 

Respondent has agreed to pay to Claimants $140,000. Attached as Exhibit A is the 

settlement agreement executed by both parties.  

4. Accordingly, Claimants request approval of this settlement and that it 

be presented to the Arkansas legislature for appropriation during the 94th General 

Assembly of the Arkansas Legislature.   

5. The undersigned has discussed this motion with counsel for Respondant 

who has no objection to the relief requested herein. 



WHEREFORE, Claimants request that the Claims Commission approve the 

attached settlement agreement and transmit same to the legislature for 

appropriation in the 94th General Assembly, and that they be granted any and all 

other just and proper relief to which they may be entitled. 

Respectfully submitted,  
  

By:   /s/ Scott P. Richardson                             
Scott P. Richardson #2001208  
McDaniel Wolff, PLLC  
1307 West 4th St.  
Little Rock, AR 72201  
o 501-954-8000  
fax 866-419-1601  
scott@mwbfirm.com  
  
Attorney for Claimants 

  
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

  
I, Scott P. Richardson, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing has, 

on January 13, 2023 been served, unless otherwise indicated, on all counsel of 
record via electronic mail.  

  
  
  

  
  /s/ Scott P. Richardson                             

Scott P. Richardson  
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SETTLEMENT, RELEASE, PRO RATA DISCHARGE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
 
 We, Charles and Linda McRaven, also hereafter referred to as "the undersigned," for and in 
consideration of the payment of the sum of One Hundred Forty Thousand & 00/100 Dollars ($140,000.00), 
the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, do hereby compromise, settle with, release, 
acquit and forever discharge the Arkansas Department of Transportation, Arkansas State Highway 
Commission, their predecessors, sub-agencies, successors, agents, servants, officers, employees, partners, 
insurers, and assigns and any other person, firm, corporation, or association in privity with it (hereinafter 
sometimes collectively referred to as "those herein released"), or any of them, of and from any and all 
liability, actions, claims, demands, and causes of action whatsoever which the undersigned may now have 
or may have in the future arising out of an accident or incident occurring on or about July 9, 2017, at the 
Palestine Rest Stop off Interstate 40 in Arkansas, including all injuries, damages, and consequences 
whatsoever known and unknown, and regardless of whether the extent of the damages or the existence of 
the claim is now known or may not be determined until sometime in the future. 
 
 For the same consideration and as part of this settlement, it is understood and agreed that any 
lawsuit presently pending in the Arkansas State Claims Commission and styled Charles McRaven and 
Linda McRaven v. Arkansas Department of Transportation, Claims Commission No. 190727, against 
those herein released, solely or among others, shall be dismissed with prejudice as to any claims of the 
undersigned asserted in that action against those herein released.  It is understood that tender of payment 
by warrant will be made payable to the undersigned in the amount of One Hundred Forty Thousand & 
00/100 Dollars ($140,000.00), which has been agreed to by the undersigned, and this settlement, in 
accordance with Arkansas law, is contingent upon approval from the Arkansas State Claims Commission 
and the Claims Review/Litigation Reports Oversight Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council 
Committee of the Arkansas General Assembly.   
 
 For the same consideration and as part of this compromise, the undersigned agrees to indemnify, 
protect and hold harmless those herein released of and from any and all claims, judgments, costs, expenses 
and losses (including attorney's fees) arising out of any subsequent actions, claims, or demands by reason 
of a claim by the undersigned or derivative of the undersigned, arising out of the hereinabove described 
incident.  For the same consideration and as part of this compromise settlement, the undersigned further 
agrees to indemnify and hold harmless those herein released of and from any claims, judgments, costs, 
expenses and losses (including attorney's fees) by reason of any lien or subrogation rights or assigned 
claim asserted or claimed by any third parties on account of benefits or services provided to or for the 
undersigned as a result of the alleged incident described above. 
 
 It is the express intention of the undersigned to reserve any rights, claims, or causes of action which 
the undersigned may have against any person other than those herein released but to release fully and 
completely those herein released.  Therefore, in consideration of the above payment, the undersigned agree 
to a reduction of the damages recoverable against all other tortfeasors to the extent of the pro rata share of 
the liability of those herein released, and further agree to indemnify, protect and hold harmless those herein 
released from all judgments, claims, losses or expenses arising out of or by reason of any action, claim or 
demand by any person on account of the injuries sustained by the undersigned as a result of the above 
described incident or any liability or alleged liability of those herein released.  It is specifically intended 
that those herein released are and shall be released, indemnified and held harmless with respect to any 
liability or alleged liability under Act 315 of the Acts of Arkansas for 1941, as amended, being the Uniform 
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Respondent: 

___________________________________ 
RITA S. LOONEY 
CHIEF COUNSEL, ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

APPROVED: 

Amanda J. Andrews, Staff Attorney 
Arkansas Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 2261 
Little Rock, AR 72203-2261 
Office:  (501) 569-2278 
Fax:  (501) 569-2164 

By:  
Amanda J. Andrews (Ark. Bar No. 2005205) 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

 

CHARLES MCRAVEN AND 

LINDA MCRAVEN CLAIMANT 

 

V. CLAIM NO. 190727 

 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION 

  RESPONDENT 

 

 

ORDER 

 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

Settlement, Release, Pro Rata Discharge and Indemnity agreement (the “Settlement Agreement”) 

signed by Charles McRaven and Linda McRaven (collectively referred to herein as the 

“Claimant”), as well as the chief counsel and staff attorney for the Arkansas Department of 

Transportation (the “Respondent”). Also pending is a motion to approve the Settlement 

Agreement. Based upon a review of the pleadings, the Settlement Agreement, and the motion to 

approve the Settlement Agreement, the Claims Commission hereby GRANTS the motion to 

approve the Settlement Agreement, APPROVES the Settlement Agreement, and REFERS the 

total award of $140,000.00 to the General Assembly for review and placement on an 

appropriations bill pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

       
     _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 

       
      _______________________________________ 
      ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Henry Kinslow 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

 
      DATE: January 20, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 

 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 




