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From: Kathryn Irby
To: Jim Jackson; Brent Gasper
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: SPECIAL HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Monday, June 26, 2023 10:23:00 AM

Jim and Brent, a special hearing has been scheduled for this Thursday, June 29, at 8:00 a.m. to take
up DHS’ motion filed on June 23rd. The Zoom invitation is below. If the parties will join a minute or
two before, that will enable me to do a quick sound check before we get started.
 
Jim, to the extent that you would like to respond to the motion, please email your response to
asccpleadings@arkansas.gov and to me by 5pm on Wednesday, June 28.
 
I would like for each party to respond and to confirm receipt of this email.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
 
 
Kathryn Irby -- Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
 
Topic: Claims Commission -- special hearing
Time: Jun 29, 2023 08:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86190081626?pwd=THk2T213Ync4Y1Vpa0VKb3U5V29Ddz09
 
Meeting ID: 861 9008 1626
Passcode: 7rhK7V
 
---
 
One tap mobile
+16469313860,,86190081626#,,,,*375102# US
+19294362866,,86190081626#,,,,*375102# US (New York)
 
---
 
Dial by your location
• +1 646 931 3860 US
• +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
• +1 305 224 1968 US
• +1 309 205 3325 US
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
• +1 253 205 0468 US

F.2

1004



• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
• +1 360 209 5623 US
• +1 386 347 5053 US
• +1 507 473 4847 US
• +1 564 217 2000 US
• +1 669 444 9171 US
• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
• +1 689 278 1000 US
• +1 719 359 4580 US
 
Meeting ID: 861 9008 1626
Passcode: 375102
 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcdl4UagGe
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From: Jim Jackson
To: Kathryn Irby; Brent Gasper
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: RE: SPECIAL HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Monday, June 26, 2023 10:56:56 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg
image003.jpg
image004.jpg

Kathryn,
I am in receipt of the notice and Zoom information for this Thursday.
Thank you,
Jim
 
 

 

Jim Jackson
Jackson Law Firm
JimJacksonAtty.com
 
700 W. Broadway
North Little Rock, AR 72114
P (501) 823-3610
F (501) 823-3611

 
 

From: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2023 10:24 AM
To: Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>; Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Cc: Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com>; Daiquiri Carter <Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Subject: SPECIAL HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
 
Jim and Brent, a special hearing has been scheduled for this Thursday, June 29, at 8:00 a.m. to take
up DHS’ motion filed on June 23rd. The Zoom invitation is below. If the parties will join a minute or
two before, that will enable me to do a quick sound check before we get started.
 
Jim, to the extent that you would like to respond to the motion, please email your response to
asccpleadings@arkansas.gov and to me by 5pm on Wednesday, June 28.
 
I would like for each party to respond and to confirm receipt of this email.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
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Kathryn Irby -- Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
 
Topic: Claims Commission -- special hearing
Time: Jun 29, 2023 08:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86190081626?pwd=THk2T213Ync4Y1Vpa0VKb3U5V29Ddz09
 
Meeting ID: 861 9008 1626
Passcode: 7rhK7V
 
---
 
One tap mobile
+16469313860,,86190081626#,,,,*375102# US
+19294362866,,86190081626#,,,,*375102# US (New York)
 
---
 
Dial by your location
• +1 646 931 3860 US
• +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
• +1 305 224 1968 US
• +1 309 205 3325 US
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
• +1 253 205 0468 US
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
• +1 360 209 5623 US
• +1 386 347 5053 US
• +1 507 473 4847 US
• +1 564 217 2000 US
• +1 669 444 9171 US
• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
• +1 689 278 1000 US
• +1 719 359 4580 US
 
Meeting ID: 861 9008 1626
Passcode: 375102
 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcdl4UagGe
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From: Brent Gasper
To: Kathryn Irby; Jim Jackson
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: RE: SPECIAL HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Tuesday, June 27, 2023 8:11:27 AM

Received, thank you Kathryn,
 
brent
 

From: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2023 10:24 AM
To: Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>; Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Cc: Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com>; Daiquiri Carter <Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Subject: SPECIAL HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
 
Jim and Brent, a special hearing has been scheduled for this Thursday, June 29, at 8:00 a.m. to take
up DHS’ motion filed on June 23rd. The Zoom invitation is below. If the parties will join a minute or
two before, that will enable me to do a quick sound check before we get started.
 
Jim, to the extent that you would like to respond to the motion, please email your response to
asccpleadings@arkansas.gov and to me by 5pm on Wednesday, June 28.
 
I would like for each party to respond and to confirm receipt of this email.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
 
 
Kathryn Irby -- Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
 
Topic: Claims Commission -- special hearing
Time: Jun 29, 2023 08:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86190081626?pwd=THk2T213Ync4Y1Vpa0VKb3U5V29Ddz09
 
Meeting ID: 861 9008 1626
Passcode: 7rhK7V
 
---
 
One tap mobile
+16469313860,,86190081626#,,,,*375102# US
+19294362866,,86190081626#,,,,*375102# US (New York)
 

F.2

1008



---
 
Dial by your location
• +1 646 931 3860 US
• +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
• +1 305 224 1968 US
• +1 309 205 3325 US
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
• +1 253 205 0468 US
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
• +1 360 209 5623 US
• +1 386 347 5053 US
• +1 507 473 4847 US
• +1 564 217 2000 US
• +1 669 444 9171 US
• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
• +1 689 278 1000 US
• +1 719 359 4580 US
 
Meeting ID: 861 9008 1626
Passcode: 375102
 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kcdl4UagGe
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From: Martha Cox
To: ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson
Subject: RE: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec"d & Permanent Guardian of

, a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas State Claims Commission No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 11:59:40 AM
Attachments: Claimant"s Response to Respondent"s Motion to Strike 6-28-2023.pdf

Please find attached the claimant’s Response to Respondent’s Motion to Strike for filing in the
above-referenced case. 
 
Thank you.
 
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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From: Kathryn Irby
To: Brent Gasper; Jim Jackson
Cc: Daiquiri Carter; Martha Cox
Subject: SPECIAL HEARING CANCELED: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec"d &

Permanent Guardian of  a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas State Claims
Commission No. 230641

Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 1:33:42 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg
image003.jpg
image004.jpg

Based on both parties’ agreement with a November 8 scheduling of a hearing on the MPSJ, I am
adding this MPSJ to that hearing docket and canceling the special hearing set tomorrow. I will notify
the commissioners.
 
Brent, an October 6 response date is fine. Jim, you may file a reply on or before October 13. I will
submit a proposed order memorializing this agreement to the Commission for review and approval
at the next hearing.
 
Kathryn
 
 

From: Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 1:26 PM
To: Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>; Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Daiquiri Carter <Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>; Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com>
Subject: RE: INFO NEEDED: Haley Hudson, Special Adm'x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft,
dec'd & Permanent Guardian of  a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas
State Claims Commission No. 230641
 
Kathryn, I just saw this email the minute I pushed “send” on my last transmission 
 
Again, November 8 works.  Can we all agree on October 6 as my response due date?  That is a Friday
and would even give Jim a little more time to respond if he so chose.
 
I would note that in agreeing to this new date I am assuming that the proper action is that the
Commission is either 1) granting my motion for an enlargement of time, or 2) doing so sua sponte. 
Either way is fine with me as long as there is an order to the effect that the period of time to
respond is enlarged entered prior to July 5.   I would also note that I am *not* withdrawing my
motion to strike.  I may do so at a later date, more possibly after the Commission’s decisions
stemming from the August 11 hearing (which I believe will clear up a lot of pending issues), but as of
right now I wish to keep my motion to strike pending. 
 
Thank you again.  I look forward to hearing that the hearing has officially been postponed.
 
Thanks!
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Brent
 
Cc:  Jim, Martha, Daiquiri
 

From: Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 1:13 PM
To: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov>; Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Cc: Daiquiri Carter <Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>; Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com>
Subject: RE: INFO NEEDED: Haley Hudson, Special Adm'x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft,
dec'd & Permanent Guardian of , a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas
State Claims Commission No. 230641
 
[EXTERNAL SENDER]
Kathryn,
November 8 is good for me for the hearing on the MSJ.
Thank you,
Jim
 
 
 

 

Jim Jackson
Jackson Law Firm
JimJacksonAtty.com
 
700 W. Broadway
North Little Rock, AR 72114
P (501) 823-3610
F (501) 823-3611

 
 

From: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 12:49 PM
To: Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>; Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>
Cc: Daiquiri Carter <Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>; Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com>
Subject: INFO NEEDED: Haley Hudson, Special Adm'x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec'd
& Permanent Guardian of , a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas State
Claims Commission No. 230641
Importance: High
 
Brent and Jim, in reviewing Jim’s response, I note in Paragraph 1 that Jim “does not oppose the
Respondent’s request for an enlarged period of time to respond to the Motion for Partial Summary
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Judgment.” If that is the case, is this hearing tomorrow morning needed? I had a tentative spot on
the November 8 docket for this MPSJ – is that agreeable to both parties? If so, Respondent’s
response could be due thirty days before that hearing date, giving Jim time to reply and the
Commission time to review prior to the hearing.
 
Please respond back at your earliest convenience, so that if this hearing needs to be canceled, I can
do so.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
 

From: Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 12:00 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>; Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>; Daiquiri Carter
<Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>; Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>
Subject: RE: Haley Hudson, Special Adm'x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec'd &
Permanent Guardian of , a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas State
Claims Commission No. 230641
 
Please find attached the claimant’s Response to Respondent’s Motion to Strike for filing in the
above-referenced case. 
 
Thank you.
 
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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From: Martha Cox
To: Kathryn Irby; ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson
Subject: RE: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec"d & Permanent Guardian of

 a Minor v. AR Dept. of Human Services; Arkansas State Claims Commission No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 3:17:14 PM
Attachments: Claimant"s Supplemental Exhibit to Claimant"s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment 6-28-2023.pdf

Letter to Kathryn Irby filing Claimant"s Supplemental Exhibit to Claimant"s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment
6-28-2023.pdf

Please find attached the claimant’s Supplemental Exhibit to the claimant’s Motion for Partial
Summary Judgment for filing in the above-referenced case. 
 
Thank you.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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From: Kathryn Irby
To: Jim Jackson; Brent Gasper
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 3:35:00 PM
Attachments: Hudson v. DHS -- 230641 -- hearing ltr (Cl"s MPSJ).pdf

Jim and Brent, please see attached hearing letter related to Jim’s MPSJ.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
 
 
Kathryn Irby
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2822
 
 

F.2

1089



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 

FAX (501) 682-2823 

 

 

 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 

SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 

DIRECTOR 

 

June 28, 2023 
 

 

Mr. Jim Jackson (via email) 

Jackson Law Firm 

700 W. Broadway Street, Suite 200 

North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114 

 

Mr. Brent P. Gasper (via email) 

Arkansas Department of Human Services 

Post Office Box 1437 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203 

 

RE: Haley Hudson, individually and as Special Administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline 

Lynn Ashcraft, deceased, and as Guardian of  v. 

Arkansas Department of Human Services 

Claim No. 230641 
 
 

Dear Mr. Jackson and Mr. Gasper, 
 

The Claims Commission has scheduled a hearing on Claimant’s motion for partial summary 

judgment for Wednesday, November 8, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via 

Zoom. The Zoom invitation is enclosed.  

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     Kathryn Irby 

ES: kmirby 
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Kathryn Irby -- Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 

Time: Nov 8, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87626344312?pwd=UlkyR2xsc0h3VjZwaFhObHcrblgxUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 876 2634 4312 

Passcode: dqD41S 

 

--- 

 

One tap mobile 

+13092053325,,87626344312#,,,,*215282# US 

+13126266799,,87626344312#,,,,*215282# US (Chicago) 

 

--- 

 

Dial by your location 

• +1 309 205 3325 US 

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

• +1 646 931 3860 US 

• +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

• +1 305 224 1968 US 

• +1 719 359 4580 US 

• +1 253 205 0468 US 

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

• +1 360 209 5623 US 

• +1 386 347 5053 US 

• +1 507 473 4847 US 

• +1 564 217 2000 US 

• +1 669 444 9171 US 

• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

• +1 689 278 1000 US 

 

Meeting ID: 876 2634 4312 

Passcode: 215282 

 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdERQd2ARa 
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From: Jim Jackson
To: Kathryn Irby; Brent Gasper
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: RE: HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 3:38:20 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg
image003.jpg
image004.jpg

Received,
Thank you
Jim
 
 

 

Jim Jackson
Jackson Law Firm
JimJacksonAtty.com
 
700 W. Broadway
North Little Rock, AR 72114
P (501) 823-3610
F (501) 823-3611

 
 

From: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 3:36 PM
To: Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>; Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Cc: Martha Cox <mcox@jimjacksonatty.com>; Daiquiri Carter <Daiquiri.Carter@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Subject: HEARING SCHEDULED: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
 
Jim and Brent, please see attached hearing letter related to Jim’s MPSJ.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
 
 
Kathryn Irby
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2822
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From: Daiquiri Carter
To: ASCC Pleadings; jim@jimjacksonatty.com; Martha Cox
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: CC # 230641
Date: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 3:22:31 PM
Attachments: Respondent"s Reply to Claimant"s Response 001.pdf

image001.png
image002.png

Please find enclosed Respondent’s Reply to Claimants’ Response to Respondent’s Motion to
Sever and Motion to Hold in Abeyance. I have copied Claimant’s counsel on this email.
 
Thank you,
 
Daiquiri D. Carter, M.Ed.
Legal Services Specialist
Office of Chief Counsel
PO Box 1437, Slot S260
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437
501-320-6338 phone
501-682-6720 fax
Daiquiri.carter@dhs.arkansas.gov
 

 

 
                                   ­­­
 
NOTE - This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment(s) is
the property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information. It is intended solely for the use of the entity to which this email is addressed. If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying or distribution this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the
accompanying transmission. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return
and delete the message and attachment(s) from your system.
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From: Daiquiri Carter
To: ASCC Pleadings; jim@jimjacksonatty.com; Martha Cox
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: CC # 230641
Date: Thursday, July 6, 2023 3:25:42 PM
Attachments: Respondent"s Reply to Claimants" Response to Motion to Strike 001.pdf

image001.png
image002.png

Please find attached Respondent’s Reply to Claimants’ Response to Respondent’s Motion to
Strike.  I have copied Claimants’ attorney on this email.
 
Thank you,
 
Daiquiri D. Carter, M.Ed.
Legal Services Specialist
Office of Chief Counsel
PO Box 1437, Slot S260
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437
501-320-6338 phone
501-682-6720 fax
Daiquiri.carter@dhs.arkansas.gov
 

 

 
                                   ­­­
 
NOTE - This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment(s) is
the property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information. It is intended solely for the use of the entity to which this email is addressed. If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying or distribution this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the
accompanying transmission. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return
and delete the message and attachment(s) from your system.
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From: Martha Cox
To: ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Cc: Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson; Brent Gasper
Subject: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased and Permanent Guardian of

 Minor Children v. Arkansas Department of Human Services Arkansas
State Claims Commission No. 230641 Incident

Date: Monday, July 10, 2023 12:33:11 PM
Attachments: Claimant"s Sur-Response to Respondent"s Motion to Sever and Motion to Hold in Abeyance 7-10-2023.pdf

Please see attached the claimant’s Sur-Response to Respondent’s Motion to Sever and Motion to
Hold in Abeyance.  The original and three copies of the Sur-Response are being mailed to the
Commission today.
 
Thanks.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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From: Martha Cox
To: ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson
Subject: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased and Permanent Guardian of

, Minor Children v. Arkansas Department of Human Services Arkansas
State Claims Commission No. 230641 Incident

Date: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 1:54:12 PM
Attachments: Claimant"s Sur-Response to Respondent Motion to Strike.pdf

Letter to Kathryn Irby transmitting Claimant"s Sur-Response to Respondent"s Motion to Strike 7-12-2023.pdf

Please see the attached transmittal letter from Attorney Jim Jackson to Ms. Kathryn Irby and the
Claimant’s Sur-Response to the respondent’s Motion to Strike for filing in the above-referenced
case. 
 
Thank you.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

 

HALEY HUDSON, SPECIAL 

ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF 

JACQUELINE LYNN ASHCRAFT, 

DECEASED, AND HALEY HUDSON, 

PERMANENT LEGAL GUARDIAN OF  

, A MINOR CHILD CLAIMANT 

 

V. CLAIM NO. 230641 

 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 

SERVICES   RESPONDENT 

 

 

ORDER 

 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 

by Haley Hudson, Special Administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased 

and Haley Hudson, Permanent Legal Guardian of , a Minor Child (collectively 

referred to as the “Claimant”) to nonsuit any individual claim by Ms. Hudson for bodily injury in 

Claimant’s claim against the Arkansas Department of Human Services (the “Respondent”). 

Pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 41, the Commission hereby grants Claimant’s request and 

dismisses any individual claim for bodily injury by Ms. Hudson. The Commission further corrects 

the style of the claim to read, as stated by Claimant: Haley Hudson, Special Administratrix of the 

Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased and Haley Hudson, Permanent Legal Guardian of 

, a Minor Child v. Arkansas Department of Human Services, Claim No. 230641.  
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 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

         
     _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Courtney Baird 

       
      _______________________________________ 

      ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Henry Kinslow, Chair 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Sylvester Smith 

 

      DATE: July 21, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 

 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 

party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 

Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 

Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 

 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 

days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 

does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 

 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 

and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Jim@JimJacksonatty.com; Brent Gasper
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter; ASCC Pleadings; OCC Claims Commission Cases; Kathryn Irby
Subject: ORDER: Haley, Special Administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased and Permanent

Guardian of , minor children v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 8:54:00 AM
Attachments: Haley Hudson-order.pdf

Mr. Jackson and Mr. Gasper:
 
Please see attached order entered by the Claims Commission. Contact Kathryn Irby with any
questions.
 
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

 

HALEY HUDSON, SPECIAL 

ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF 

JACQUELINE LYNN ASHCRAFT, 

DECEASED, AND HALEY HUDSON, 

PERMANENT LEGAL GUARDIAN OF  

, A MINOR CHILD CLAIMANT 

 

V. CLAIM NO. 230641 

 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 

SERVICES   RESPONDENT 

 

 

ORDER 

 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 

by the Arkansas Department of Human Services (the “Respondent”) labeled as “Respondent’s 

motion to strike Claimants’ motion for [partial] summary judgment or, alternatively, 

Respondent’s motion for an enlarge[ment] of time to respond to Claimants’ motion for [partial] 

summary judgment and motion to expedite a decision on the motions herein.” These motions 

relate to the claim filed by Haley Hudson, Special Administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn 

Ashcraft, deceased and Haley Hudson, Permanent Legal Guardian of , a Minor 

Child (collectively referred to as the “Claimant”) against Respondent. 

The Commission scheduled a special hearing on Respondent’s motion for June 29, 2023. 

However, prior to the hearing, the parties agreed that the hearing on Claimant’s motion for partial 

summary judgment could be moved to the Commission’s November 8, 2023, docket, thereby 

eliminating the need for the special hearing. As such, the special hearing was not held. The parties 

also agreed that Respondent’s response to the motion for partial summary judgment will be due 

on or before October 6, 2023, with Claimant’s reply brief due on or before October 13, 2023. 
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The Commission finds that Respondent’s motion for enlargement of time and motion to 

expedite are mooted by the rescheduling of the hearing on Claimant’s motion for partial summary 

judgment and the adjusted deadlines for Respondent’s response and Claimant’s reply. The 

Commission declines to rule on Respondent’s motion to strike at this time. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

         
     _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Courtney Baird 

       
      _______________________________________ 

      ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Henry Kinslow, Chair 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Sylvester Smith 

 

      DATE: July 21, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 

 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 

party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 

Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 

Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 

 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 

days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 

does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 

 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 

and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
To: Jim Jackson; Brent Gasper
Cc: Martha Cox; Daiquiri Carter; ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby; OCC Claims Commission Cases
Subject: ORDER: Haley, Special Administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased, and Haley Hudson,

Permanent Legal Guardian of  a Minor Child v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 9:16:00 AM
Attachments: Haley Hudson-order2.pdf

Mr. Jackson and Mr. Gasper:
 
Please see attached order entered by the Claims Commission. Contact Kathryn Irby with any
questions.
 
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
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From: Brent Gasper
To: Kathryn Irby; Jim Jackson
Subject: Hudson v. DHS
Date: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 10:18:14 AM

Kathryn, in light of the Commission’s order nonsuiting Haley Hudson, individually, and 
 as plaintiffs in this case I’ll withdraw my motion to dismiss those two persons as claimants.

 
Thanks!
 
Brent
 
Cc:  Jim Jackson
 

Brent P. Gasper
Assistant Deputy Chief Counsel
Department of Human Services, Office of Chief Counsel
700 Main Street
Donaghey Plaza South
PO Box 1437, Slot S-260
Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 320-8950
 
Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov
 
This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment are the
property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information.  It is intended solely for the use of the entity to whom this email is addressed.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
 
The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the accompanying transmission.  If you have
received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return email and delete the message and
attachment(s) from your system.
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From: Martha Cox
To: Brent Gasper; ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Cc: Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson
Subject: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec"d and Permanent Guardian of 

, a minor child v. AR Dept of Human Services; Arkansas State Claims Commission #230641
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 11:26:49 AM
Attachments: Letter to Brent Gasper with authorizations 8-1-2023.pdf

Please see the attached letter (with enclosures) from Attorney Jim Jackson with regard to the above-
referenced case.
 
Thank you.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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From: Martha Cox
To: Brent Gasper
Cc: Daiquiri Carter; Kathryn Irby; ASCC Pleadings; Jim Jackson
Subject: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, dec"d & Permanent Guardian of 

, a Minor Child v. Arkansas Department of Human Services Arkansas; State Claims Commission No.
230641

Date: Monday, August 7, 2023 11:13:00 AM
Attachments: Claimant"s Second Set of Interrogatories & RFP - to Arkansas Dept of Human Services.docx

Claimant"s Second Set of Interrogatories and RFP to Respondent.pdf

Mr. Gasper, please find attached the claimant’s Second Set of Interrogatories and Requests for 
Production of Documents to the respondent in the above-referenced case.  I am also attaching these
discovery requests in Word format for your convenience.
 
Thank you.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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From: Brent Gasper
To: ASCC New Claims; Jim Jackson
Cc: Caitlin McDaniel
Subject: RE: Haley Hudson as special administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn, Claim No. 230641
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2023 12:18:25 PM

I believe this belongs to me.  Thanks for the heads-up.
 
Brent
 
Cc:  Jim
 

From: ASCC New Claims <ASCC.New.Claims@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2023 9:59 AM
To: Jim Jackson <JIm@JimJacksonatty.com>; Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Subject: Haley Hudson as special administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn, Claim No. 230641
 
Dear Mr. Jackson and Mr. Gasper,
 
Please see attached. Contact this office with any questions.
 
Thank you,
Caitlin
 
Caitlin McDaniel
Administrative Specialist II
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-1619
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From: Daiquiri Carter
To: ASCC Pleadings; jim@jimjacksonatty.com; mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: CC #230641
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2023 2:49:36 PM
Attachments: Respondent"s Supplemental Response 001.pdf

image001.png
image002.png

Please find attached Respondent’s First Supplemental Response to Claimant’s First Set of
Interrogatories.  I have copied Claimant’s attorney on this email.
 
Thank you,
 
Daiquiri D. Carter, M.Ed.
Legal Services Specialist
Office of Chief Counsel
PO Box 1437, Slot S260
Little Rock, AR 72203-1437
501-320-6338 phone
501-682-6720 fax
Daiquiri.carter@dhs.arkansas.gov
 

 

 
                                   ­­­
 
NOTE - This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment(s) is
the property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information. It is intended solely for the use of the entity to which this email is addressed. If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying or distribution this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the
accompanying transmission. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return
and delete the message and attachment(s) from your system.
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From: Kathryn Irby
To: Brent Gasper
Cc: Jim Jackson
Subject: RE:
Date: Friday, August 11, 2023 12:51:00 PM

Brent, the Commission entered an order on July 21 setting a briefing schedule for responding to
Jim’s MPSJ in advance of the November 8 hearing date. Commissioner Morris confirmed today that
the Commission will address everything related to summary judgment, including DHS’ motion to
strike Jim’s MPSJ, at that November 8 hearing.
 
The July 21 order gives DHS the timeline in which it may file a response. As Commissioner Morris
stated several times, to the extent that DHS wants the Commission to consider its response to Jim’s
MPSJ, the briefing schedule sets out the deadline for responding.
 
Kathryn
 
 

From: Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 11, 2023 10:23 AM
To: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Jim Jackson <jim@jimjacksonatty.com>
Subject:
 
Kathryn:
 
Can you please let me know whether I am required to respond to the Motion for Summary
Judgment or not.  Mr. Morris initially said I did and then at the end of the hearing said I did not.
 
Please advise.
 
Thanks,
 
Brent
 
Cc:  Jim Jackson
 

Brent P. Gasper
Assistant Deputy Chief Counsel
Department of Human Services, Office of Chief Counsel
700 Main Street
Donaghey Plaza South
PO Box 1437, Slot S-260
Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 320-8950
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Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov
 
This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment are the
property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information.  It is intended solely for the use of the entity to whom this email is addressed.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
 
The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the accompanying transmission.  If you have
received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return email and delete the message and
attachment(s) from your system.
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From: Brent Gasper
To: Kathryn Irby
Subject: case
Date: Friday, August 11, 2023 1:57:26 PM

Kathryn, can you talk about this over the phone?  I think there is significant confusion about what
the Commission previously ordered me to do, what it contended it was going to do, and Mr. Morris’
direction this morning.  I believe it may stem from Mr. Morris not being a signatory on the July 21
order and therefore not fully aware of what the Commission did on that day.
 
I’m happy to write out an email but frankly it would be easier just me explaining it to you.
 
As it stands I’m likely going to have to file yet another motion to expedite the hearing of my motion
to strike.  I think that might annoy the Commissioners even more than I already have but unless we
can all get on the same playing field in regards to the order of things I don’t think I’ll have any choice.
 
Thanks,
 
brent
 

Brent P. Gasper
Assistant Deputy Chief Counsel
Department of Human Services, Office of Chief Counsel
700 Main Street
Donaghey Plaza South
PO Box 1437, Slot S-260
Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 320-8950
 
Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov
 
This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment are the
property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information.  It is intended solely for the use of the entity to whom this email is addressed.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
 
The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the accompanying transmission.  If you have
received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return email and delete the message and
attachment(s) from your system.
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

 

HALEY HUDSON, SPECIAL 

ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF 

JACQUELINE LYNN ASHCRAFT, 

DECEASED, AND HALEY HUDSON, 

PERMANENT LEGAL GUARDIAN OF  

, A MINOR CHILD CLAIMANT 

 

V. CLAIM NO. 230641 

 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 

SERVICES   RESPONDENT 

 

 

ORDER 

 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) are two motions 

filed by the Arkansas Department of Human Services (the “Respondent”), one motion filed by 

Haley Hudson, Special Administratrix of the Estate of Jacqueline Lynn Ashcraft, deceased and 

Haley Hudson, Permanent Legal Guardian of , a Minor Child (collectively 

referred to as the “Claimant”), and one scheduling issue related to the upcoming November 2023 

motions hearing. Respondent’s first motion is seeking to compel Claimant to respond to discovery 

requests with more specific information about the medical providers seen by Ms. Ashcraft (the 

“Decedent”) prior to her death. Respondent’s second motion is seeking to sever the claim of the 

Decedent’s Estate from the claim of  (the “Minor Child”) and to hold the instant 

claim in abeyance pending resolution of any related possible lawsuit that might be filed by the 

Minor Child against the Decedent’s Estate in circuit court. Claimant filed a motion to withdraw 

her first and second sets of requests for admission. At the hearing held on August 11, 2023, 

Claimant was represented by Jim Jackson, with Ms. Hudson also present, and Brent Gasper 

appeared on behalf of Respondent. 
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1. Claimant filed the instant claim seeking damages after the Decedent died 

following a motor vehicle accident with a vehicle owned by Respondent and operated by an 

employee of Respondent. 

Respondent’s Motion to Compel 

2. Respondent argued that Claimant has not identified any of the Decedent’s medical 

providers. The discovery request at issue in this motion reads as follows: 

Please provides the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all medical 

professionals, including with limitation physicians, nurses, therapists, counselors, 

physical therapist, optometrists, osteopaths, or homeopaths, that treated Jacqueline 

Ashcraft for any reason for the five (5) year period prior to June 11, 2021. 

 

RESPONSE: Haley Hudson does not possess this information. 

 

3. Claimant’s counsel responded that Ms. Hudson is the 30 year old daughter of the 

Decedent. She talked to the Decedent almost daily prior to her death. Ms. Hudson has asked her 

siblings, but none of them know whether the Decedent saw any medical providers in the five years 

prior to her death. Ms. Hudson has signed medical authorizations to allow Respondent to get 

Medicaid information from the State and to get records from any medical provider. Ms. Hudson 

cleaned out the Decedent’s apartment following her death, and Ms. Hudson does not recall seeing 

any prescription medications or anything related to medical care. Ms. Hudson’s siblings were 

born in Forrest City, but that was more than five years ago. 

4. Upon a question from a commissioner, Respondent confirmed that Ms. Hudson 

had not yet been deposed. 

5. Upon a question from a commissioner to Ms. Hudson, Ms. Hudson confirmed that 

the Decedent lived in Paris, Arkansas, which is in Logan County. Claimant’s counsel has sought 

medical records from the health department in Paris and a medical clinic there, but no such records 

exist. 
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6. Upon a question from a commissioner, Claimant’s counsel confirmed that he has 

received some older medical records and that those older medical records can be provided to 

Respondent. 

7. Upon a question from a commissioner, Ms. Hudson confirmed that the Decedent 

did not have a bank account or credit card and that she paid for everything with cash. 

8. Upon a question from a commissioner as to what else Claimant is required to 

provide to Respondent, Respondent argued that Claimant has a responsibility to give affirmative 

responses. The chair commissioner noted his disagreement with the argument that Ms. Hudson is 

required to swear to something that she does not know. Ms. Hudson stated that, the Monday 

following the Decedent’s death, Ms. Hudson received a letter from the State canceling the 

Decedent’s Medicaid coverage due to her death. 

9. The Commission finds that Respondent’s motion should be denied, although the 

Commission urges Claimant to provide the older medical records and medical information in its 

possession to Respondent. The Commission finds that it is unreasonable to require Ms. Hudson 

to swear to information that she does not know. Should Respondent depose Ms. Hudson and 

determine that she has knowledge of medical providers not disclosed in discovery, the parties can 

utilize their remedies provided for in the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, including the 

supplementation of discovery responses or the filing of an appropriate motion. 

Respondent’s Motion to Sever and Motion to Hold Claim in Abeyance 

10. Respondent argued that it has evidence that the Decedent had controlled 

substances in her system at the time of her death. Arguing that this goes to the issue of comparative 

fault, Respondent stated the Minor Child may have a claim against the Decedent’s Estate because 

the Minor Child was a passenger in the Decedent’s car at the time of the accident. Respondent 

asked the Commission to sever the Decedent’s Estate’s claim from the Minor Child’s claim so 
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that the Minor Child could pursue a lawsuit against the Decedent’s Estate in circuit court. 

Respondent also asked the Commission to hold the instant claim in abeyance while this possible 

circuit court lawsuit is litigated. 

11. Upon a question from a commissioner, Respondent stated that, if a hypothetical 

lawsuit by the Minor Child against the Decedent’s Estate was dismissed pursuant to Arkansas’s 

parental immunity doctrine, Respondent could not require the Minor Child to appeal this dismissal 

but that Respondent should be able to argue set off if the Minor Child does not utilize her appellate 

remedies. 

12. Claimant argued that the Arkansas Supreme Court has barred minors from suing 

their parents, and that the parental immunity doctrine is the law of the State of Arkansas. Claimant 

cited to Tomey v. S. Farm Bureau Cas. Ins. Co., 2021 Ark. 62, 619 S.W.3d 25. Claimant also 

argued that there is no liability insurance on that vehicle that would apply. 

13. Respondent responded, arguing that the parental immunity doctrine in Tomey 

applies to involuntary torts, which does not apply in light of the controlled substances in the 

Decedent’s system. 

14. Negligence is an involuntary tort. Fields v. S. Farm Bureau Cas. Ins. Co., 350 Ark. 

75, 80–86, 87 S.W.3d 224, 226–30 (2002). Respondent seems to be arguing that the parental 

immunity doctrine would not apply if the Decedent ingested controlled substances prior to 

operating her vehicle. However, even if this is true, the Decedent’s intoxication would be evidence 

of negligence for the Commission to consider at the claim hearing but would not convert her 

actions into a voluntary tort. Ark. Model Jury Instr., Civil AMI 607; Chicago, Rock Island & Pac. 

Ry. Co. et al. v. Houston, 209 Ark. 217, 189 S.W.2d 904 (1945). 
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15. As such, the Commission finds that Respondent’s motion should be denied. To the 

extent that the Commission were to find comparative fault on the part of the Decedent, any award 

would be reduced depending on the Decedent’s percentage of fault. 

Claimant’s Motion to Withdraw Requests for Admission 

16. Claimant filed a motion to withdraw the first and second sets of requests for 

admission propounded to Respondent. The Commission finds that Claimant’s motion should be 

granted. 

November 2023 Hearing Setting 

17. At the beginning of the hearing, Respondent inquired whether the Commission 

would consider its motion to strike Claimant’s motion for partial summary judgment. The 

Commission advised Respondent that everything related to the issue of summary judgment, 

including Claimant’s motion for partial summary judgment and Respondent’s motion to strike, 

would be taken up by the Commission at the November 2023 hearing. 

18. Respondent subsequently asked the Commission to reconsider its decision as to 

the motion to strike, and the chair commissioner stated that no decision had been made on the 

motion to strike. The chair commissioner also stated that if Respondent wanted the Commission 

to review Respondent’s response to Claimant’s motion for partial summary judgment, 

Respondent should submit its response pursuant to the briefing schedule in the July 21, 2023, 

order. 

19. Following the hearing, Respondent’s counsel sent correspondence to the 

Commission director asking whether he was “required” to respond to the Claimant’s motion for 

partial summary judgment. The Commission director responded, pointing Respondent to the 

Commission’s July 21, 2023, order, as well as the Commission’s directions to the parties 

regarding the scope of the November 2023 hearing. 
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20. Respondent’s counsel then sent additional correspondence stating that he may file 

a motion for expedited review of Respondent’s motion to strike. The Commission notes that 

Respondent is free to file any motion that it believes is necessary. That said, the Commission 

reiterates that the scope of the November 2023 hearing includes Claimant’s motion for partial 

summary judgment and Respondent’s motion to strike. Respondent previously agreed to the 

November 2023 hearing date and, in fact, suggested the due date for its response to Claimant’s 

motion for partial summary judgment.1 In the parties’ agreement to remove the previously 

scheduled June 29, 2023, special hearing, Respondent did not ask that the Commission consider 

Respondent’s motion to strike before Respondent had responded to Claimant’s motion for partial 

summary judgment.2 Moreover, in the July 21, 2023, order, the Commission declined to rule on 

Respondent’s motion to strike, which was logical in light of Respondent’s correspondence stating 

that Respondent might withdraw the motion to strike after the August 11 hearing.3 

21. As such, and for the sake of clarity, the Commission notes that, if Respondent 

would like for the Commission to review its response and (should Respondent file a response) if 

Claimant would like for the Commission to review its reply brief, those should be filed in 

 
1 In a June 28, 2023, email between Respondent’s counsel, Claimant’s counsel, and the Commission 

director, Respondent’s counsel wrote, in pertinent part: 

 

…Again, November 8 works. Can we all agree on October 6 as my response due date? 

That is a Friday and would even give Jim a little more time to respond if he so chose. 

 

In that same email, Respondent’s counsel confirmed that he was not withdrawing his motion to strike 

(which was filed with other motions): 

 

…I would also note that I am *not* withdrawing my motion to strike. I may do so at a later 

date, more possibly after the Commission’s decisions stemming from the August 11 

hearing (which I believe will clear up a lot of pending issues), but as of right now I wish to 

keep my motion to strike pending.  
 

2 See fn. 1, infra. 

 
3 See fn. 1, infra. 
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accordance with the briefing schedule in the July 21, 2023, order. That said, Respondent is not 

required to file a response, and Claimant is not required to file a reply brief. The Commission will 

consider all currently pending motions related to the issue of summary judgment, including 

Claimant’s motion for partial summary judgment and Respondent’s motion to strike, at the 

November 2023 hearing. 
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 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

         
     _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Courtney Baird 

       
      _______________________________________ 

      ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Henry Kinslow 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

Paul Morris, Chair 

 

      DATE: August 14, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 

 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 

party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 

Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 

Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 

 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 

days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 

does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 

 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 

and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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From: Kathryn Irby
To: Jim Jackson; Martha Cox; Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter
Subject: ORDER: Hudson v. DHS, Claim No. 230641
Date: Monday, August 14, 2023 1:43:00 PM
Attachments: Hudson -- 230641 -- order re motions.pdf

Jim and Brent, please see attached order.
 
Thanks,
Kathryn
 
 
Kathryn Irby
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2822
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From: Brent Gasper
To: Kathryn Irby
Subject: RE: case
Date: Monday, August 14, 2023 2:00:17 PM

Thank you Kathryn.  I do not believe a phone call is necessary at this point.
 
I appreciate your assistance with this.
 
brent
 

From: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2023 1:47 PM
To: Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov>
Subject: RE: case
 
Brent, the order that was just transmitted to the parties should address your questions. I can
schedule a telephone call, but Jim will need to be on the call, as well.
 
Kathryn
 

From: Brent Gasper <Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 11, 2023 1:57 PM
To: Kathryn Irby <Kathryn.Irby@arkansas.gov>
Subject: case
 
Kathryn, can you talk about this over the phone?  I think there is significant confusion about what
the Commission previously ordered me to do, what it contended it was going to do, and Mr. Morris’
direction this morning.  I believe it may stem from Mr. Morris not being a signatory on the July 21
order and therefore not fully aware of what the Commission did on that day.
 
I’m happy to write out an email but frankly it would be easier just me explaining it to you.
 
As it stands I’m likely going to have to file yet another motion to expedite the hearing of my motion
to strike.  I think that might annoy the Commissioners even more than I already have but unless we
can all get on the same playing field in regards to the order of things I don’t think I’ll have any choice.
 
Thanks,
 
brent
 

Brent P. Gasper
Assistant Deputy Chief Counsel
Department of Human Services, Office of Chief Counsel
700 Main Street
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Donaghey Plaza South
PO Box 1437, Slot S-260
Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 320-8950
 
Brent.Gasper@dhs.arkansas.gov
 
This email may contain sensitive or confidential information.

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any attachment are the
property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of
private information.  It is intended solely for the use of the entity to whom this email is addressed.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this transmission is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
 
The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the accompanying transmission.  If you have
received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by return email and delete the message and
attachment(s) from your system.
 

F.2

1489



From: Martha Cox
To: Brent Gasper; ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Cc: Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson
Subject: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Ashcraft, dec & Permanent Guardian of 

 a Minor Child v. Arkansas Department of Human Services; Arkansas State Claims Commission No. 230641
Date: Monday, August 14, 2023 4:02:40 PM
Attachments: Letter to Brent Gasper with Supplemental Response to Discovery for Medical Records.docx

Pharmacy records - Walmart 2010-2013 for Ashcraft.pdf
Claimant"s 4th Supplemental Answers to Respondent"s Interrogatories & RFP.pdf

Please see attached the Claimant’s Fourth Supplemental Answers to the Respondent’s First Set of
Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents in the above-referenced case.
 
If you have any difficulty opening the documents or the link contained therein, please let us know.
 
Thank you.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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F  501.823.3611 

 

August 14, 2023 

VIA E-MAIL 

 

Mr. Brent Gasper 

Arkansas Department of Human Services 

Third Party Liability Unit 

P.O. Box 1437, Slot W-296 

Little Rock, AR 72203-1437 

 

Re: Haley Hudson, Special Adm'x of the Estate of Jacqueline Ashcraft, deceased and 

Permanent Guardian of , a  Minor Child v. Arkansas 

Department of Human Services 

Arkansas State Claims Commission No. 230641 

Incident Date: 6/11/2021 - Logan County 

 

Dear Mr. Gasper: 

 

Please find enclosed the claimant’s Fourth Supplemental Answers to discovery regarding the 

medical history of Ms. Ashcraft. Please find enclosed Ms. Aschraft’s records from Dr. Simmie 

Armstrong, Jr.  These records are from July 11, 1990, through April 20, 1999. Dr. Armstong’s 

office address is: 1400 West 43rd Avenue, Pine Bluff, AR 71603.   

 

Medical records - Dr Simmie Armstrong - Ashcraft.pdf 
 

Also enclosed are four (4) pages of pharmacy records from Walmart Pharmacy.    

 

Please call me at (501) 823-3610 with any questions or suggestions. My e-mail address is 

Jim@JimJacksonatty.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jim R. Jackson 

JRJ/mc 

Enclosures 
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION

HALEY HUDSON, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SPECIAL 
ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JACQUELINE 
LYNN ASHCRAFT, DECEASED, 
AND HALEY HUDSON AS PERMANENT LEGAL 
GUARDIAN OF  

, MINOR CHILDREN

v.                                                                  CC No. 230641

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN SERVICES

CLAIMANT

RESPONDENT

FOURTH SUPPLEMENTAL ANSWERS TO RESPONDENT’S 
FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES AND REQUESTS FOR 

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS TO 
CLAIMANT HALEY HUDSON, INDIVIDUALLY, 

AS SPECIAL ADMINISTRATRIX, AND AS LEGAL GUARDIAN

Comes now the Claimant, Haley Hudson, and for her Fourth Supplemental Answers to the 

respondent’s First Set of Interrogatories and Requests for Production of Documents, states: 

INTERROGATORY NO. 7:  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all 

medical professionals including without limitation physicians, nurses, therapists, counselors, physical 

therapists, optometrists, osteopaths, or homeopaths, that treated Jacqueline Ashcraft for any reason for the 

five (5) year period prior to June 11, 2021.

RESPONSE:  Attached (in the link below) are medical records upon Jacqueline Ashcraft from 

Dr. Simmie Armstrong, Jr., for dates of service 7/11/1990 – 4/20/1999.  Dr. Armstong’s office address is: 

1400 West 43rd Avenue, Pine Bluff, AR 71603.  

Medical records - Dr Simmie Armstrong - Ashcraft.pdf

Please see attached the pharmacy records upon Jacqueline Ashcraft from Walmart Pharmacy for 

the years 2010 – 2013.   
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By:

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway Street, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR 72114-5528
Phone: 501-823-3610
Fax: 501-823-3611
Jim@JimJacksonatty.com

/s/ Jim Jackson
Jim R. Jackson
Arkansas Bar No. 93209

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Jim R. Jackson, hereby certify that I have electronically filed the foregoing with the Arkansas 
Claims Commission and copied the respondent’s attorney, Brent P. Gasper, via email.

__/s/ Jim Jackson _______________
Jim R. Jackson
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From: Martha Cox
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Brent Gasper; Daiquiri Carter; Jim Jackson
Subject: Haley Hudson, Special Adm"x of the Estate of Jacqueline Ashcraft, dec"d & Permanent Guardian of 

, a Minor Child v. Arkansas Department of Human Services; Arkansas State Claims Commission No. 230641
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 10:16:03 AM
Attachments: Claimant"s Second Supplemental Exhibits to MPSJ 8-16-2023.pdf

Letter to Kathryn Irby with Claimant"s Second Supp Exhibits to MPSJ 8-16-2023.pdf

Please find attached, for filing in the above-referenced case, a letter from Attorney Jim Jackson to
Kathryn Irby and  Claimant’s Second Supplemental Exhibits to Claimant’s Motion for Partial Summary
Judgment on Issue of Liability. Three copies of the Claimant’s Second Supplemental Exhibits to
Claimant’s Motion for Partial Summary Judgment are being mailed today to the Claims  Commission.
 
By copy of this e-mail, the Claimant’s Second Supplemental Exhibits to Claimant’s Motion for Partial
Summary Judgment is being served upon the respondent’s counsel of record.
 
Thank you.
 
Martha Cox, PP,  PLS
Paralegal for The Jackson Law Firm
700 West Broadway, Suite 200
North Little Rock, AR  72114
Phone: (501) 823-3610
Fax: (501) 823-3611
mcox@jimjacksonatty.com
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