
ARKANSAS BUDGET BASICS 

Appropriation • Funding • Commitment Items 

 

1. APPROPRIATION — Authority to Spend 

An appropriation is authority granted by the General Assembly that permits a state agency to incur obligations and 
make expenditures for a specified purpose during a defined fiscal period. It establishes the amount and purpose for 
which spending may be authorized. 

Key point: An appropriation is spending authority; it does not, by itself, mean that cash or other funding is available. 

 

2. FUNDING — Resources Available 

Funding is the financial resource available to support authorized expenditures. Depending on the appropriation and 
applicable laws, funding may include general revenue, special revenues, federal funds, cash funds, or other 
authorized sources. 

Key point: An agency may have appropriation authority but may not have sufficient funding available to support the 
full amount. 

 

3. COMMITMENT ITEM — Expenditure Category  
A commitment item identifies the type of expenditure within an appropriation, such as Personal Services, Operating 
Expenses, Conference & Travel, Professional Fees, or Capital Outlay. Commitment items provide the level at which 
budgetary control is applied. 

 

Quick Reference 

APPROPRIATION FUNDING COMMITMENT ITEM 

What are we authorized to spend? What resources are available? 
What type of expense is 

authorized? 

Example 

An agency could have: 

• $10 million appropriation → legal authority to spend up to $10 million for the authorized purpose. 

• $8 million funding available → $8 million of available resources currently support spending. 

• Of the $10 million appropriation, $5 million is in the Operating Expenses commitment item → $5 million is 
budgeted/controlled for that expenditure category. 

 

 

 
 
 

IN SUMMARY, 
Appropriation = Authority   |   Funding = Resources   |   Commitment Items = Expenditure Categories 





PARKS, HERITAGE AND TOURISM - PARKS & TOURISM DIVISION  - 0900
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Appropriation:
Funding Sources:

499 - State Operations
HGA - Parks & Tourism Fund Account-General Revenue

Analysis of Budget Request

Act 910 of 2019 transferred the Department of Parks and Tourism, now known as the Parks and Tourism Division, to the Department of 
Parks, Heritage, and Tourism.

This appropriation provides for the personal services and operating expenses of the Central Administration, Tourism (including Great River 
Road), and Parks (including Museum Services) Divisions of the Parks and Tourism Division.  

The appropriation is funded by general revenue.

With the exception of Regular Salaries and Personal Services Matching, continuing level of appropriation is the FY2027 Authorized.

The Agency is requesting to appropriation in the amount of $17,808,220 in FY28 and $17,821,074 in FY29 and general revenue funding in 
the amount of $22,069,403 in FY28 and $22,082,257 in FY29.

The Agency Request includes the following change for each year of the biennium:
⦁ Discontinuation of twenty (20) positions and associated Regular Salaries and Personal Services Matching through the elimination of

vacant, unbudgeted positions process.

The Executive Recommendation provides for the Agency Request.
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