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November 9, 2018
The Honorable Bill Sample The Honorable Jim Dotson
Arkansas Senate Arkansas House of Representatives
State Capitol State Capitol

Re: Arkansas Forestry Commission monthly activity report for October 2018

Dear Senator Sample and Representative Dotson:

Per Section 42 of Act 841 of the 2017 Regular Session, the Arkansas Forestry Commission
(AFC) is to report monthly fiscal and agency activities to the Arkansas Legislative Council.
Please find attached the report for October 2018.

Each year in October, the AFC hosts a Rural Fire Show. The Fire Show is held to give AFC’s
appreciation for the awesome support from Arkansas Volunteer Fire Departments. The show
presents equipment and supplies from vendors and AFC that are available to the rural fire
departments.

This year, attendance was:
605 Fire fighters and family
32 venders with 74 representatives
45 AFC Staff members
For a total of 724 in attendance.
The annual fire show continues to strengthen working relationships with Volunteer Fire
Departments and AFC personnel.
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ARKANSAS FORESTRY COMMISSION
October 2018 Activity and Fiscal Report

FIRE PROTECTION

Wildfires: During October a total of three wildfires were suppressed for a total of 39 acres
burned.

Ten-year average for the month of October is 123 wildfires for 1466 acres burned.

Rural Fire Protection: Rural Fire Protection (RFP) assists fire departments (FDs) with
organization, training and equipment. RFP provides interest-free loans, secures firefighting and
emergency services equipment from the federal government, and administers a federal grant to
assist approximately 1,000 fire departments. The RI'P shop provides maintenance to property
destined for FD’s and repairs AFC equipment.

59 fire departments, (162 firefighters), were provided wildland fire training, 10 minority
departments and two AFC personnel in attendance.

e RFP received six Freightliners (valued at $424,992.00) and four brush trucks (valued at
$670,984.00)

o There was one Department of Defense (DOD) vehicle issued to a FD, a Freightliner (valued
at $164,760.00), one storage container (valued at $15,843.00), as well as one generator
(valued at $85,594.00)

e 217 DOD Recycling Control Point (RCP) items were received for redistribution to FDs and
AFC (valued at $44,416.10) including US flags and sand bags.

o The RFP shop completed maintenance on four AFC vehicles and equipment as well as four
DOD vehicles.

e RFP provided one interest free loan via the Rural Fire Revolving Loan IFund.
Crawfordsville  $15,000.00 04 Freightliner D-3 Crittenden Co. (minority)

e 2017 Wildfire Volunteer Fire (WFVF) Grant update: All but one grant kit have been picked
up or delivered (Manila D-3, ranger has to deliver).




e 2018 Annual Rural Fire Show: 180 VFDs were represented with 724 people in attendance,
including, 32 vendors with 74 representatives (including several new vendors) and 45 AFC
stalf members to help with the show.

Firewise: Firewise staff and district personnel work with fire departments and civic
organizations to make communities safer from the threat of wildfire through mitigation projects
and community education initiatives. Arkansas leads the nation with 170 active Firewise
communities. Recognized communities display Firewise signs at the city limits.

Firewise achieved the following in October:

e Delivered two initial program presentations

o Hosted program information booth at Rural I'ire Show

e As October 1 is the due date for our Firewise sites renewal applications, the rest of our
month has been sent submitting grant paperwork to Arkansas Agriculture Department’s
(AAD) fiscal department and renewal application information to our Firewise
USA/National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) counterparts.

Law Enforcement: AAD has the authority to enforce the laws of the State of Arkansas, but
focuses primarily on unlawful dumping, timber theft, forest fires, and forestry equipment theft
and vandalism. AAD aggressively seeks prosecution of violators to deter such crimes. AAD
Investigators and district law enforcement officers opened six dumping, two fire related and five
timber theft cases. They closed five dumping, two fire related and nine timber theft cases.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest Stewardship/Rural Forestry Assistance Programs: ATC works with a diverse group
of partners and professionals to conserve, protect, and enhance Arkansas’s forests. The Forest
Stewardship Program (I'SP) is an opportunity for non-industrial private forest landowners who
are interested in managing their property for wildlife, recreation, soil and water conservation,
agro-forestry and/or for timber production to get a comprehensive multiple use forest
management plan that is prepared by private consulting or AFC foresters, private consulting or
AGFC private lands wildlife biologists, and USDA Natural Resource Conservation Setrvice soil
and water professionals. Arkansas has 392,851 acres of private land actively enrolled in the
Forest Stewardship Program. Landowners that implement practices under their FSP
management plans become Certified Forest Stewards. There are 1,247 Forest Stewards owning
281,451 acres in the State.

For October, five FSP plans were prepared on 2,568 acres. In addition, AFC personnel provided
technical assistance through the rural forestry program to landowners that are enrolled in USDA
tree planting and forest management programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program,
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Wetland Reserve Program, and AFC Southern Pine
Beetle Prevention and Restoration Program. AFC foresters prepared 91 forest management
practice plans on 7,048 acres. AFC personnel conducted nine prescribed burns on 333 acres.




Urban Forestry Assistance: Urban Forestry Program staff provides assistance and training to
communities, educational institutions, non-profit organizations, developers and homeowners on
urban tree care, inventory and management.

October 2018- Urban & Community Forestry

e Conducted Shade Trees on Playgrounds (STOP) programs in Mena, Viola, Van Buren,
Camden, Bradley, Weiner, White Hall, and Cabot which included educational programs
about the value of trees and how trees reduce the risk of skin cancer. Each school was
given five large shade trees which students helped plant on their playgrounds.

o Conducted a park tree inventory in Newport. Data from the inventory will be used to
evaluate the health of the trees and help the city develop a plan for their maintenance.

o Provided training to new Faulkner County Master Gardeners on tree care and selection.

o Completed end of year Federal grant accomplishment reporting for the Arkansas Urban
and Community Forestry Program.

o Received notification that two Arkansas trees were added to the National Register of
Champion Trees and helped to prepare a state news release about the accomplishment.

Forest Health: The Forest Health Specialist assists AFC personnel statewide in efforts to
maintain healthy, productive forest ccosystems by preventing, detecting, monitoring, and
suppressing damaging insects and diseases. AFC offers technical assistance to landowners who
encounter forest health issues.

o  Staff was busy with presentations for the Marion Master Naturalists group, the Beaver
Watershed Alliance, and the University of Arkansas Insect Festival.

o First steps toward integrating Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) are being implemented.
Drones will become a useful tool for forest health purposes in the near future. In 2019,
special purpose UAS flights will be conducted to aid in monitoring and describing forest
health concerns like Tps bark beetles and invasive plants.

Reforestation: AFC’s tree improvement program strives to provide landowners with the highest
possible genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed. One method AFC employs to achieve this
objective is by establishing the highest genetic gain material in our newest pine and hardwood
seed orchards. AFC Baucum Nursery then makes available to landowners the improved varieties
of pine and hardwood, which are the net result of the tree improvement program.

Reforestation Manager attended the Southern Forest Nursery Management Cooperative Advisory
Meeting at Auburn University on October 31 and November 1. The purpose of this meeting is to
review accomplishments by the research staff during the previous year and to approve, deny,
modify and make recommendations for research projects for the upcoming year.




Baucum Nursery: AFC’s Baucum Nursery produces hardwood and pine seedlings for
reforestation and afforestation efforts.

Seedling sales began on July 15. Through October 30, there were 376 on line orders and 85
traditional orders. Total sales of 898,475 pine and 6,423,125 hardwood.

Comparatively, in the same period in I'Y 18, there were 362 on line orders and 107
traditional orders. Total sales of 876,875 pine and 4,595,125 hardwood

Baucum Nursery staff completed the following during the month of October.

e Disked in fields 2, 5 and 8

e Completed field inventory of the following species:
o Advanced Gen Shortleaf

Black Walnut

Cherrybark Oak

Cow Oak

Improved Cherrybark Oak

Improved Nuttall Oak

Nuttall Oak

Persimmon

Pin Oak

Shumard Oak

Water Oak

Willow Oak
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o Received the following seed:
o Cow Oak 208 Ibs.
o White Oak 3,702 Ibs.

o Persimmon 1,482.5 lbs.

o Picked up 6,000 Ibs. of Black Walnuts from Hammons in Harrison
o Cleaned hardwood and pine packing sheds

e Prepared cooler for lifting season

e Prepared lifters for harvest

o Put new bearings and blades on disk

Tree Improvement:
During the month of October, the Bluff City Tree Improvement staff completed the following.

e Bush-hogged the shortleaf orchard 1703 for cone harvest
o Harvested cones from 35 controlled cross pollinations




o Harvested 726.5 bushels of 3 star loblolly pine cones for AFC seed production

o Harvested 258.75 bushels of advanced gen shortleaf cones for AFC seed production

e Tarvested 54 bushels of improved shortleaf cones

o Sold 808 bushels of 1 star and 2 star loblolly pine cones not needed by AFC at $110 per
bushel for a total of $88,800.

e Sold 107 bushels of improved shortleaf cones at $100 per bushel for a total of $10,700

e Delivered 400 bushels of loblolly cones to Oklahoma for seed processing

o Completed field inventory of containerized 3 star loblolly pine

e Planted four tubs of Ozark Chinquapin seed

e Bush-hogged Dr. Parkes’ test site

e Sprayed outside of Dr. Parkes’ test for fence installation

e Flagged and inventoried production orchards for cone harvest

e Changed bush-hog blades on 15” hog

e Bush-hogged all production orchards again in preparation for cone harvest

e Picked unwanted cones from top graft

e Picked up supplies for Dr. Parkes’ fence

e Sprayed containerized 3-star loblolly pine seedlings with fungicide

e Pulled and flagged grafts to plant in orchards 1718, 1719, 1720, and 1721

e Unloaded cone crates from International Forestry Company Organization (IFCO) for
harvest of cones they purchased

e Flagged and tagged cone crates for harvest

e Ordered machines for cone harvest which will begin October 1

e Set up delivery of Genie lifts with D-4

e Set up dozer from D-4 to use at Hope site

Forest Inventory and Analysis: AFC in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service Southern
Research Station is responsible for collecting scientific data from permanently established plots
located all over the state. The plots, each representing 5,937 acres, are strategically located on a
three-mile by three-mile grid. The inventory plots have been generating data since they were
established in the 1950°s. Natural resource managers use the data to make management decisions
and follow Arkansas® natural resource trends through time.

FIA completed 90 plots for the month of October. We are 72% complete with Inventory 2018.

Best Management Practices (BMP): AFC provides BMP training to loggers and timber
companies, conducts courtesy exams prior or during timber harvest operations and addresses
logging complaints.

BMP staff achieved the following in October 2018:

e Inspected skid bridges for use by loggers located on AFC State Iorest.

e Process/copy Sustainable Forest Initiative (S.F.I) requirements for BMP monitoring on
AFC State Forest in 2019.

e Attended AFC Commissioner meeting.

e Attended Species at Risk meeting with AR Ecological Field Office.




e Maintenance performed on BMP truck.
o Meet L.R. staff on grant writing plans.
o Loaned BMP material to consultant for out-of-state training.
o Met with AFA T'orest Practice Committee.
o Attended AFA Tree Farm tour to meet with landowner on bridge repair on tract.
o Inspected bridge over stream and sent findings to landowner.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
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