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RE: Arkansas Rural Community Grant Program Recommendations
DATE: May 7, 2026
PURPOSE:

To present funding recommendations from AEDC Rural Services for the Arkansas Rural Community Grant Program.

BACKGROUND:
Each fiscal year, AEDC Rural Services receives legislative appropriation to award funds from the above-named
grant programs.

Applications received by AEDC Rural Services go through the following process:

1. Reviewed for eligibility by Rural Services staff;

2. Eligible applications and rankings are then reviewed by the Rural Development Commission;
3. Recommendations are forwarded to the Secretary of Commerce and Governor

4. Recommendations are forwarded to Legislative Council for final approval.

COMMUNITIES IMPACTED:

- Cities and towns with a population of less than 3,000 (no limit on unincorporated areas). Eligible
projects include, but are not limited to, community centers, fire stations, parks, storm sirens,
storm shelters, beautification projects and any equipment associated. The cap for this grant
program is $15,000 and requires a 50/50 match from all applicants.

PROPOSED FUNDING:

Total amount of funding available for Fiscal Year 2026: $700,000.00

Funding previously awarded for Cycle 1 of Fiscal Year 2026: $352,244.36 (Awarded November 26, 2025)

Amount requested from recommended applications for Cycle 2 of Fiscal Year 2026: $357,393.24
Amount of total funding awarded (Cycle 1) and pending funding recommendations (Cycle 2): $709,637.60 '
*(Overage of $9,637.60 will come from the Division of Rural Services Operations Budget if approved)
RECOMMENDATION:

AEDC Rural Services requests your approval on the funding recommendations for the programs listed above.
Attachments outlining recommendations for each program are included with this memo.
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Arkansas Rural Community Grant Program Recommendations
Fiscal Year: 2026

Cycle: 2

Applicant County Requested Project Summary Previous Funded Narative Senator Rep Recommended
Cotter VFD Baxter $15,000.00 The Cotter VFD is requesting $15,000.00 in Flippo Nazarenko $15,000.00
funding to remove and replace their current
generator, replace 10 oxygen tanks and purchase
three new sets of turnout gear.
City Of Winslow Benton $14,750.00 The city of Winslow is requesting $14,750.00 in The city of Winslow received Petty Puryear $0.00
funding to repair their public library. With these | $6,835.62 in 2025 to purchase
funds, they will repair the roof, make ADA and install two new unit heaters in
improvements tot he bathroom and install new | the Winslow Community Center.
electrical work.
NEBCO Fire & EMS Benton $15,000.00 NEBCO Fire and EMS is requesting $15,000.00 | NEBCO Fire & EMS is received | Bryant McKenzie $0.00
in funding to purchase a new SCBA PSI $15,000.00 in 2023 to aid in the
Compressor used for filling air packs. purchase of Jaws of Life
equipment.
Harmon FD Boone $15,000.00 The Harmon Fire Department is requesting Flippo McNair $15,000.00
$15,000.00 in funding to replace their fire hoses
and add additional hoses needed to improve their
ISO rating. With their current hoses, they do not
pass testing for ISO.
Town Of Bergman Boone $15,000.00 |The town of Bergman is requesting $15,000.00 to| The town of Bergman received Flippo McNair $15,000.00
replace their generator which was damaged. This | $14,068.79 in 2025 to purchase
generator serves as the backup for their water |and install a new safe room for its
system. This is part of a larger project in which | citizens in the case of a natural
funds have been obtained through a federal hazard/disaster.
FEMA grant. Total project cost is $136,490.00.
City Of Hampton Calhoun $15,000.00 The city of Hampton is requesting $15,000 in The city of Hampton received Stone Barker $15,000.00

funding for their baseball field batting cage
replacement project. This will include dirt work,
concrete foundation, carport style roof installation
and netting. The current batting cage area is very
old and looks as if it will fall in, potentially a safety
concern.

$15,000.00 in 2024 to aid in the
phase Il construction of the Youth
Baseball Fields. They will be
leveling the field, hydroseed field,
fertilizer treatment, replace
outfield fence with sheet metal
fence and replace outfield side
fences with chain-link fence.




| County |

Applicant Requested Project Summary | Previous Funded Narative | Senator | Rep Recommended
Town Of Oak Grove Carroll $15,000.00 | The town of Oak Grove is requesting $15,000.00 | The Town of Oak Grove received King Breaux $15,000.00
in funding to construct a 22X46 pavilion which $15,000.00 in 2020 to aid in
would provide ADA access from the parking lot. A| paving a walking trail and adding
sidewalk is also proposed to enable the pavilion | new playground equipment at its
to be ADA accessible. city park.
City Of McNeill Columbia $8,400.00 The city of McNeil is requesting $8,400.00 in The city of McNeil received Crowell Andrews $0.00
funding to construct a shed to house their tractor | $8,400.00 in 2024 to purchase
and other outdoor equipment. and install HVAC units, paint and
ceiling tiles for their community
center.
City Of Mulberry Crawford $15,000.00 The city of Mulberry is requesting $15,000.00 in The city of Mulberry received Petty Puryear $0.00
funding to purchase and install professional $9,453.71 in 2025 to add lights
acoustic sound mitigation materials in the and netting to their pickleball
Mulberry Senior Center. courts.
City Of Cherry Valley Cross $15,000.00 |Cherry Valley is requesting $15,000.00 in funding The Cherry Valley FD is Caldwell Hollowell $15,000.00
to purchase new playground equipment which will| requesting $15,000.00 in 2025 to
enhance the safety aspects of the playground. purchase fourteen new scott
cylinders to aid in the extrication
of trapped individuals (jaws of life
equipment).
Drew County Drew $13,495.50 | Drew County is requesting $13,495.50 in funding | Drew County received $15,000 in| Gilmore Wardlaw $13,495.50
to update their main street mini park to upgrade | 2019 to build a large pavilion at
the restrooms to be ADA compliant. the farmers market park.
Cato VFD Faulkner $15,000.00 The Cato Volunteer Fire Department is Irvin Ray $15,000.00
requesting $15,000.00 in funding to install new
electrical units and heating and air conditioning to
their fire department.
Enola FD Faulkner $6,111.52 The Enola Fire Department is requesting Irvin Cooper $6,111.52

$6,111.52 in funding to purchase automated
external defibrillators to replace their expiring
equipment.




Applicant

County

Requested

Project Summary

Previous Funded Narative

Senator

Rep

Recommended

Town Of Guy

Faulkner

$15,000.00

The town of Guy is requesting $15,000.00 in
funds to renovate a city owned building to serve
as their community center. They will be
renovating the interior floors and rewiring the
entire building. Half of the match is derived from
in-kind labor.

Irvin

Meeks

$15,000.00

Altus FD

Franklin

$15,000.00

The Altus Fire Department is requesting
$15,000.00 in funding to purchase multiple sets
of PPE (Turnouts, helmets, Gloves, Boots and
SCBA's).

Simon

Eaton

$15,000.00

Charleston FD

Franklin

$7,500.00

Charleston VFD is requesting $7,500.00 in
funding to replace very old hoses for their fire
department.

Vacant

Eubanks

$7,500.00

Watalula VFD

Franklin

$15,000.00

Watalula Volunteer Fire Department is requesting
$15,000.00 in funding for replacing SCBA's and
spare air tanks.

The Watalula Volunteer Fire
Department received $4,375.00
in F Y25 to purchase new radios.

King

Eaton

$0.00

Poyen FD

Grant

$15,000.00

The Poyen Fire Department is requesting
$15,000.00 in funding to replace ten old turnouts
(jackets, helmets and boots).

Stone

Mayberry

$15,000.00

Town Of Donaldson

Hot Spring

$10,000.00

The town of Donaldson is requesting $10,000.00
in funding to make improvements to their
community center: installation of PA audio
system, vinyl plank flooring, removal of current
flooring, and painting of entire interior.

Clark

Womack

$0.00

Mineral Springs FD

Howard

$15,000.00

The Mineral Springs Fire Department is
requesting $15,000.00 in funding to replace their
SCBA units and the cascade bottles used for
filling the air packs.

The Mineral Springs Volunteer
Fire Dept received $5,585.13 in
2010 to renovate a used truck for
use of the fire dept.

Hickey, Jr.

Henley

$15,000.00

City Of Tuckerman

Jackson

$15,000.00

The city of Tuckerman is requesting $15,000.00
in funding to construct a new pickleball court in
the city park located behind city hall.

Tuckerman FD is received
$4,950.00 in 2019 to rehabilitate
9 fire hydrants throughout the
city.

Caldwell

Tosh

$0.00




Applicant County Requested Project Summary Previous Funded Narative Senator Rep Recommended
Bradley FD Lafayette $15,000.00 The Bradley Fire Department is requesting Crowell Jean $15,000.00
$15,000.00 in funding to replace aging turnout
gear as well as various safety equipment.
Imboden FD Lawrence $12,376.45 The Imboden Fire Department is requesting Imboden Fire Department Payton Schulz $12,376.45
$12,376.45 in funding to purchase a fire/rescue | received $12,500 in 2014 for fire
utility terrain vehicle and an 85 gallon skid unit. equipment.
City Of Ogden Little River $7,401.95 The city of Ogden is requesting $7,401.95 in The city of Ogden received Hickey, Jr. Vaught $7,401.95
funding to aid in the purchase and install a new |$5,150.00 in 2021 to renovate the
generator at their community center building. interior and exterior of their
community center.
New Blaine FD Logan $15,000.00 The New Blaine Fire Department is requesting | The New Blaine Fire Department | Vacant Eubanks $0.00
$15,000.00 in funding to purchase an electronic | received $15,000.00 in 2023 to
sign to display fire warnings and a zero turn purchase a generator for their fire
mower to maintain Gehring Park for community department.
gatherings.
Carlisle FD Lonoke $15,000.00 The Carlisle Fire Department is requesting The Carlisle Fire Department Caldwell Lynch $15,000.00
$15,000.00 in funding to purchase a washer and | received $15,000.00 in 2022 to
extractor for their turnout gear. purchase a new compressor to fill
their air tanks.
Fouke FD Miller $15,000.00 The Fouke Fire Department is requesting Hickey, Jr. Jean $15,000.00
$15,000.00 in funding to purchase new AWIN
radios for their department. AWIN will soon the
the only way for the department to communicate
as the tower upgrades will only register AWIN.
Town Of Etowah | Mississippi $6,841.55 The town of Etowah is requesting $6,841.55 in The Etowah VFD received Wallace Milligan $0.00
funding to install a pickleball court in their city | $13,932 in 2013 to purchase and
park. Lots of legislative support for this. repair a building next to the fire
station to be used to store
firefighting equipment.
Montgomery County Montgomery|  $6,800.00 Montgomery County is requesting $6,800.00 in Montgomery County received Rice Maddox $0.00
funding to renovate the Clenney Fields $12,500 in 2014 for the
concession stands and restrooms. (ball field in Sulphur/Laverna for a pumper
county). The match is primarily comprised of truck
donated labor.




Applicant County Requested Project Summary Previous Funded Narative Senator Rep Recommended
Community of Compton Newton $1,500.00 The Compton Community is requesting $1,500 in King Walker $1,500.00
funding to replace the electrical wiring in their
community center's cafeteria. This building is
used by the Compton VFD for training and other
events.
City Of Chidester | Ouachita $10,990.50 | The city of Chidester is requesting $10,990.50 in Stone Andrews $10,990.50
funding to purchase a replacement generator as
theirs went out during the recent ice storm. This
generator supports water and wastewater
systems as well as city buildings and emergency
services.
Atkins VFD Pope $15,000.00 The Atkins VFD is requesting $15,000.00 in The City of Atkins received Davis Bentley $15,000.00
funding to replace the air packs for their fire $15,000 in 2011 to add three new
department. bays to their existing fire station.
City Of Des Arc Prairie $15,000.00 RESUBMIT: The city of Des Arc is requesting The city of Des Arc received Caldwell Lynch $0.00
$15,000 in funding to purchase and install a new | $15,000.00 in 2025 (calendar 24)
server and phone systems for the Des Arc city to construct a new concession
hall complex. stand/bathroom facility at their
ballpark facility to make the
facility ADA compliant.
Marshall FD Searcy $15,000.00 The Marshall Fire Department is requesting The Marshall Fire Department Irvin Walker $15,000.00
$15.000.00 in funding to remodel the current fire | received $11,006.25 in 2025 to
station at the airport to accommodate male and | replace a set of hydraulic jaws of
female first responders. This is part of a multi life for a battery operated set.
phase project which USDA grant funds have been
obtained to construct a helipad. This is a major
need as Marshall is 50 miles away from the
nearest hospital.
Searcy County Searcy $15,000.00 Searcy County is requesting $15,000 in funding Searcy County received Irvin Walker $0.00

to perform much needed upgrades to their county
ballpark. These include updating and replacing
lighting, addressing drainage issues, remodel the
restrooms and repair an area of the concession
stands.

$15,000.00 in 2023 to redo their
civic center's electrical work, trim
exterior doors and windows.




Applicant County Requested Project Summary Previous Funded Narative Senator Rep Recommended
Hackett VFD Sebastian $15,000.00 The Hackett VFD is requesting $15,000.00 in The Hackett Volunteer Fire Rice Johnson $15,000.00
funding to alleviate flooding at the Hackett VFD | Department received $15,000 in
station. This work would improve the drainage 2025 to purchase 3 complete
ditch as well as create a retaining wall between | sets of SCBA units. (last cycle).
the fire center and the fire station where
equipment is stored.
City Of Hughes St. Francis $8,012.32 The city of Hughes is requesting $8,012.32 in Murdock Barnett $8,012.32
funding to purchase seven body camera units for
their police department.
Stone County Stone $15,000.00 |Stone County is requesting $15,000.00 in funding Stone County received Irvin Brown $0.00
to partially renovate the Mountain View School $15,000.00 in 2024 to make
building which houses the Stone County improvements to the county
museum. They will be renovating the floors, owned rodeo complete. They are
repairing floor joists and adding new subflooring. wanting to add a concession
This building is owned by Stone County, but is stand and restroom.
located in Mountain View.
Mount Holly VFD Union $12,705.00 | The Mount Holly VFD is requesting $12,705.00 in| The Mount Holly Volunteer Fire Stone Shepherd $12,705.00
funding to purchase seven new sets of turnout | Department received $15,000.00
gear. Very old turnout gear and a very high ISO | in 2019 to purchase new sets of
rating, new Turnouts would help lower ISO for PPE gear.
insurance purposes.
Lincoln FD Washington| $15,000.00 The Lincoln Fire Department is requesting The Lincoln Fire Department Dees Moore $15,000.00
$15,000.00 in funding to add various emergency | received $15,000.00 in 2025 to
response equipment: Turnout Gear, Defibrillator, | purchase equipment and turnout
responder pack, gas detector, saw kit for gear.
extractions and heat detectors.
City Of Augusta Woodruff $5,853.50 The City of Augusta is requesting funding for a The City of Augusta received Caldwell Moore $0.00
new commercial lawn mower for city use. $12,000 in FY 2010 renovate a
building for a community center.
Community of Rover Yell $7,300.00 The Community of Rover is requesting $7,300.00 Rice Richmond $7,300.00
in funding to rebuild the pavilion in Flor Olander
Memorial Park which is located near Hunts
Cemetery. The pavilion recently collapsed with
the ice storm. Majority of match is coming from
donated labor.
Total Requested $530,038.29 Recommended $357,393.24
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