1 INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL 2025-090

2

3 State of Arkansas

4 95th General Assembly A B 111 JMB/JMB
5 SENATE BILL
6

7  By: Senator B. King

8

9 Filed with: Arkansas Legislative Council
10 pursuant to A.C.A. §10-3-217.
11 For An Act To Be Entitled

12 AN ACT TO TERMINATE THE ARKANSAS HEALTH AND

13 OPPORTUNITY FOR ME PROGRAM; TO TRANSFER ALL

14 BENEFICIARIES IN THE ARKANSAS HEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY

15 FOR ME PROGRAM TO THE TRADITIONAL ARKANSAS MEDICAID

16 PROGRAM; TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS HEALTH AND

17 OPPORTUNITY FOR ME ACT OF 2021; AND FOR OTHER

18 PURPOSES.

19
20
21 Subtitle
22 TO TERMINATE THE ARKANSAS HEALTH AND

23 OPPORTUNITY FOR ME PROGRAM; AND TO

24 TRANSFER ALL BENEFICIARIES IN THE

25 ARKANSAS HEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ME

26 PROGRAM TO THE TRADITIONAL ARKANSAS

27 MEDICAID PROGRAM.

28

29

30 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
31

32 SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Legislative intent.

33 It is the intent of the General Assembly to:

34 (1) Repeal the Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me Program;
35 (2) Amend various sections of the Arkansas Code to end

36 Arkansas’s participation in the Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me
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Program; and

(3) Instruct the Governor to submit a waiver to:

(A) Transfer all individuals enrolled and participating in

the Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me Program to the traditiomnal

Arkansas Medicaid program on and after January 1, 2027; and

(B) Terminate the Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me

Program on December 31, 2026.

SECTION 2. DO NOT CODIFY. Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me

Program — Notification of termination — Transfer of enrollees to the Arkansas

Medicaid Program.

(a) The Department of Human Services shall:

(1) Notify all persons enrolled in the Arkansas Health and

Opportunity for Me Program as of the effective date of this act that the

Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me Program ended on December 31, 2026;

(2) Inform a new enrollee in the Arkansas Health and Opportunity

for Me Program after the effective date of this act that the Arkansas Health

and Opportunity for Me Program ended on December 31, 2026; and

(3) Transfer all persons enrolled in the Arkansas Health and

Opportunity for Me Program or any person who enrolled in the Arkansas Health

and Opportunity for Me Program after December 31, 2026, to coverage under the

traditional Arkansas Medicaid Program on January 1, 2027.

(b) The department may prohibit new enrollees in the Arkansas Health

and Opportunity for Me Program to begin the transition period before the

termination date of December 31, 2026.

(c) On the effective date of this act, the department shall submit any

Medicaid state plan amendments and federal waivers necessary to eliminate the

eligibility in the Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me Program after
December 31, 2026.

(d) This section does not prohibit the payment of expenses incurred

before December 31, 2026, by persons participating in the Arkansas Health and

Opportunity for Me Program.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 19-26-319 is repealed.
19-26-319. Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me Program Trust Funds
{a)—There is ereated on the booksof the Treasurer of States, the
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SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 23-61-803(h), concerning the Arkansas
Health Insurance Marketplace, is amended to read as follows:

(h) The State Insurance Department and any eligible entity under
subdivision (e)(2) of this section shall provide claims and other plan and
enrollment data to the Department of Human Services upon request to+

H)—Faeilitate facilitate compliance with reporting requirements
under state and federal laws—and

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Title 23, Chapter 61, Subchapter 10, is

repealed.
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The Department of Human Services shall adept rules neecessary teo
L] hi bel i

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 26-57-604(a)(l)(B)(ii), concerning the
allowance of a credit to be applied against the insurance premium tax, is
amended to read as follows:

(ii) However, the credit shall not be applied as an

offset against the premium tax on collections resulting from an eligible

individual insured under the-Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me Aet of
20215 § 23-61-1001 et—seq+y the Arkansas Health Insurance Marketplace Act, §
23-61-801 et seq.yor—individual qualified health insurance plansy ineluding

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 26-57-610(b)(2), concerning the disposition
of the insurance premium tax, is amended to read as follows:
(2) The taxes based on premiums collected under the-Arkansas

Health and Opportunity for Me Aet of 2021, § 23-61-1001 et seq+y the Arkansas
Health Insurance Marketplace Act, § 23-61-801 et seq., or—individual
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23-61-1003 shall besx
{A)—At the time of deposity separately Separately

certified by the commissioner to the Treasurer of State at the time of

deposit for classification and distribution under this section; and

Referred by Senator B. King
Prepared by: JMB/JMB
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